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Preface

Throughout the years of teaching Chinese to non-native learners, we have tried our best to find a
way to enable students to spend less time improving their Chinese verbal communication abilities so

as to help them to quickly adjust to their lives in China.

After having created a 400-hour course with 40 situational dialogues containing 1000 characters,
we have set up the You Can Speak Chinese (YCSC) Language Center (www.youcanspeakchinese.
cn). Eight years on, we have kept trying find an even better way to help students, and now we finished

compiling this series of books. We believe it will be a useful tool for those who are teaching or learning

Chinese.

This series contains six levels. There is one book for levels 1—4, while level 5 is covered by
two books and level 6 is covered by three books. The series is compiled based on the vocabulary of
the HSK. All question types from the HSK are included in the exercises provided in the books. As
well, the examination paper at the end of each level is an HSK mock test. Therefore, by focusing on

communicative abilities, the series also prepares learners to take this HSK through such exercises and

mock tests.

The YCSC teaching method provides basic language skills which are both useful and practical.
The suggested teaching plan for each lesson (1 class hour) in level 1 has been provided at the end of
the book. The suggested teaching plans for each lesson in levels 2—6 follow a similar teaching method

as outlined in level 1. This series of books requires around 1000 teaching hours:

Level Hours Level Hours Level Hours
1 40 2 60 3 100
4 150 5 250 6 400




The level 1 and 2 books will foster students” interest in speaking Chinese while simultaneously
teaching them to read Chinese characters. The level 3 and 4 books focus on character recognition
and reading, and conversational topics. Depending on the interests of the students, character
writing may also be taught. The level 5 and 6 books will enhance students’ abilities to express their
ideas in Chinese. For the level 1-4 books we have provided English explanations of new words, not
es on characters and exercise instructions. The level 5 books only contain English explanations for

new words, while the level 6 books are only in Chinese.

I would like to thank Professor Zhang Pengpeng, the author of The Most Common Chinese
Radicals and Radical Literacy in Chinese for inspiring me to improve my teaching method of
Chinese characters through Chinese language sentences. In addition, I would like to thank Callan
School London where I learned the “question and answer practice” method, whereby the teacher
asks questions twice in rapid succession and pushes the students to answer quickly. In this method,
new words must always be included, and the teacher can change or adjust the questions according

to the knowledge levels of the class and the students.

We are always grateful for any of your suggestions and advice. Please send them to

youcanspeakchinese@foxmail.com.
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1.
gongxi
2. RRE
hanyin
3. 4
glniang
4. I
mdodun
5. ¥
z8ochéng
6. & M
chult
7. AbH
hDQH
8. AL
chudnténg
9. 1% 5
ciji
10. 3%
buzhou
1. IR
shixian
12. 5L
shénglué
13. 4 B
guanglin
14. Ot I
zhtchi
15. EF¢
shéying
16. %5
jianzhi
17. TH
guofen
18. a4y
budélido
19. A5 T

i
(3h)
(gh)
(%)
(%)
(% 1)
(3h)
(3h)
(%)
(% 1E)
(& /3h)
(%)
(&l )
()
()
()
(8h)
(&l )
()
(JE)

marry (a woman)
congratulate
marriage

girl

contradiction; contradictory
cause

deal with

wedding ceremony
tradition; traditional
stimulating; stimulate
procedure

in advance

abbreviate

be present (of a guest)
preside over

take a photograph
virtually

excessive

extreme
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gongyu

nE (4)
chdo

wh (JE/13h)
[4opo

¥ (4)
fangshi

i (#)
zhéndui

X (3h)
zicéng

HMW  (4)
chéo

/4 (5))
jiangydu
(%)
chéngdan

A (Fh)
jiawu

x5 (4)
lidgobuqy
TAE (F)
o (3h)
jitiba

W (%)

julebis
IR (£)

ziyéu

Hir (& /E)
bu yaojin

AEE

didao

iE  (JE)
ik (%)
ha

e (k)
[&oshi

5 (B)
sixiding

B (%)

apartment

noisy; make noise

wife

style

be directed at; counter
since (a time)

stir-fry

SOy sauce

undertake (a responsibility)

household duties
extraordinary
quit

bar

club

freedom; free
unimportant
authentic
vinegar

ha (sound of laughing)
true; not smart

thought
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shidai
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jinbu
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bigodd
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gdnshou
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goutong
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zhénglun
e
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wh 48
baoyuan
1 4%
dali

. JhSL
waigong
2
géxing
g3
jigzhi

i %
xingshi
X
Mlun

BN
mingd&n

i &

zaihu

1T
héuzi

et

zhd

¥

|&oshi

. M

(&l )
(%)
(8h/4)
(3h)
(%)
(8h/4)
(3h)
(3h)
(&)
(3h)
()

(#)
(#4)
(%)
(% /13))
(1)
(3h)
(%)
(#)
(%)

really

era

make progress; progress
express

each

sense, feel; perception
communicate

dispute

quarrel

complain
independent
(maternal) grandfather
personality

ring

form

theory; dispute
sensitive

care

monkey

pig

mouse
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62. & (%)
yidan

63. —H (&)
yibéizi

64. —FETF (&)
Jinliang

65. R& (&)
lthan

66. i (3h)
tacha

67. ®i ()
infén

6s. Witr ()
shanlidng

69. # KR (B)
xitloshun

70. F i ()
jia

7. %% (3h)
xingyun

72. #1i& ()
zhuiqid

73. dB3K  (3h)
zhufd

74. BiME (3h)

dragon

once

whole life

to the greatest extent
divorce

outstanding

diligent

kind, amiable
obedient to one’s parents
(of a woman) marry
lucky

pursue

bless; wish well

#MFEiFiE / Supplementary words

zhtichirén

75. EFA (£)

shéyingshi

76. R ()

nao

77. |l

chicu

78. WZhEE  (3h)
waipd

79. BE (%)

mixin

80. #fg

anchor, host

photographer

(J£ /3h) noisy; make noise; joke

feel jealous

(maternal) grandmother

(£ /JE) superstition; superstitious
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