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Abstract: The paper first questions the epistemological
presuppositions of conservative approach of formalistic ar-
chitectural discourse through the writing vitality of the
discourse of urban histories in the western colleges after
the 1980s. The flourishing achievement has expressed in
the publications including urban history from the social
cultural approach, focusing the urban form issues beyond

the general history as well as on city design through his-



torical studies, the critical history of the School of Venice, and the outstanding Neo-Marxist academic con-
tributions from historical geography. sociology and history etc. Second, the writing of urban histories turns
the page in this conjuncture. In front of the challenges of the network society in the twenty-first century, the
author points out the methodological presuppositions of urbanization in the rising industrial society have to
go through theoretical examined then to face the emerging paradoxical space and society in the urban reality
of China after 1980s, and the universal values of western modern cities represented by Marx Weber, cities,
as specific forms of social organization and cultural expression, materially rooted in spatially concentrated
human settlements, could be not only hard to distinguish the political characters of cities and the urban mi-
lieu of bustling marketplaces or lively streets of Chinese cities, but also obsolete in the new information tech-
nological impacts for analytical research, disarticulating with the local for practice, Therefore, it is worth re-
constructing the writing through a comparative perspective of Asian urban histories, and planning histories
are critical historical links in urban histories to reflect spatial practice for modern professional. ‘Transplanta-
tion” is the experience in the representation of space of colonial modernity which cannot be ignored. Finally,
we could reconstruct the problematic of historical writing to redefine urban history, to face village history,
and to understand the network citizens and the emerging Alibaba Rural Taobao, Taobao villages and towns,
Suichang Ganji in the new urban-rural relationship in the current networked urbanization, as to their organi-
zations and associations, their relationship with local governments, their mentalities, values, and historical
origins, They are new emerging netizens in the global metropolitan regions,

Keywords: Urban History; Planning History; Urbanization; China
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