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Abstract

Political Islam, nothing new, has been lingering in the Middle East
for a long time. Yet a violent political turbulence that started in Tunisia
in early 2011 and then rapidly spread onto other Arab states including
Egypt, Libya, Yemen and Syria provided a rare opportunity for the
development of the rejuvenating political Islamic forces. This paper
focuses on the following issues: whether will they drift to extremism or
embrace democracy? What are their future tendencies?

After the collapse of the Mubarak regime, the Muslim Brotherhood
in Egypt has completed a remarkable transformation from the suppressed
to the ruling party by winning the parliamentary and presidential
elections successively. Seen as the ideological matrix to all political
Islamic groups in the Middle East, the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood,
particularly its struggle path, political participation, ideas and future
trend, can make a typical case for the study of regional Political Islam.

This paper is divided into five chapters. Chapter One gives a full
introduction to the founding background, organizational structure,
financial sources and military apparatus of the Egyptian Muslim
Brotherhood plus its founder Hassan al-Banna’s doctrine. Following
the timeline of the Muslim Brotherhood’s political involvement and its
relations with the Faruq Monarchy and late Nasser, Sadat and Mubarak
governments from 1936 till 2010. Chapter Two analyzes the evolution
process of the Muslim Brotherhood’s ideology, namely from moderation
to radicalism, then from rectification to current integration into the

existing regime. Chapter Three examines the Muslim Brotherhood’s role
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and strategy adopted in January 25 Revolution as well as its conflicts with
the military, legislature and secular parties in the post-Mubarak era over
power and Constitution, with an emphasis given to the so-called Islamic
Democracy advocated by the Muslim Brotherhood after it taking power.
Chapter Four is about the internationalization of the Muslim Brotherhood
in Egypt, particularly its branches in the Middle East, Europe and the US.
As the conclusion, Chapter Five gives an overall survey of the Middle
East Political Islam after revisiting the history of the Egyptian Muslim
Brotherhood.

This paper holds that for the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, the
moderates always play a leading role and pragmatism is its consistent
stand while the goals of practicing Islamic Law and establishing an
Islamic state remain unchanged. Due to restraints from the internal and
external factors, it is unlikely that the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood will
go for extremism, therefore it is partial to accuse them for supporting
terrorism probably. In fact, the links between the headquarter in Egypt
and its foreign branches are overstated. The ruling class in the Middle
East and western scholars are generally biased against Political Islam
and either distorting or ignoring their efforts for legitimate political
participation. Islamic Democracy is not necessarily unsuitable for the
regional development though the rising of Political Islam surely bears
distinct characteristics of the times and the region. Whether or not Islamic
Democracy will succeed and how long the trend of Political Islam will

last are subject to the limits of many internal and external factors.

[Keywords] Egypt Muslim Brotherhood Islamic Democracy
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