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Echoes of the Past: Ideas and Voices

The publication of Policy Proposals by China Center for Special Economic Zone
Research (1996 —2017) commemorates the 40" anniversary of China’s Reform and
Opening — Up, and contains articles from Suggestions Leaflets, an internal journal

established by the China Center for Special Economic Zone Research ( CCSEZR).

Suggestions Leaflets was established in 1996 by the late economist and famed
founder of Shenzhen University’s Theoretical Economics Department, Professor Su
Dongbin, and is a product of his innovative thinking, intelligence and courage. On
an afternoon in 1996, just past Chinese New Year, and having invited a circle of
friends for tea, he proposed thus: “Let us put these ideas we have been discussing
onto paper and disseminate them. Let us distribute something internally, concise
and focused on theory, in order to stir up debate.” The project was named
Suggestions Leaflets after Zhonghua Book’s 1960s compilation, Literary Readings,

and in such a way a one — man editing team was born.

During the first 2 years of Suggestions Leaflets’ existence, Professor Su was its
editor and virtually its only contributor: even after 15 years, he remained its
principal author and it could be said without exaggeration-that two — thirds of the
journal’s advice came from him. From his “Little Things” ( the nickname he used
for his articles ), each no longer than a thousand characters, one can fully
appreciate his knowledge, judgment, conscience and vocation, and the journal,
distributed internally without schedule, quickly became a highly — read and

anticipated publication.



Echoes of the Past: Ideas and Voices

Professor Su set out the principles of Suggestions Leaflets as such: concise,
theoretical, and welcoming of debate. To this day the journal continues to adhere to

these principles, whose 22 years of existence bear witness to their truth and vitality.

Suggestions Leaflets has seen publication 4 times in compilation form: the first
was in 2005, its 9" ann‘iversary. Professor Su prefaced it by explaining the journal’s
origins and emphasizing its 2 main characteristics: clarity of focus and
constructiveness. “ Clarity of focus” saw each article discuss theoretical problems
derived from real-world issues, critically and judgmentally if necessary; while
“ constructiveness” saw the journal eschew rants or parodies in favor of viable advice

towards improvement, innovation and reform.

In Professor Su’s words, bearing his trademark frankness, magnanimity,
intelligence and wit; “We all know what this journal is for, and the praise and
influence it has garnered. Important figures have commented on it, but all the
same, we must remember the difference between theory and practice, and never
expect that all our advice be carried out by the powers — that — be. History will

ultimately judge the worth of our recommendations. ”

The second time Suggestions Leaflets saw publication was in 2006, the 10" year
of establishment. Tapping into his literary prowess, this time Professor Su prefaced
the compilation with a line from the Song patriotic poem “The Deepening of Autumn
Beauty” : “Frost Heralds the Chrysanthemums”. Looking back, it seems that the
Professor’s sentiments were not so much aligned with romanticism of the frost or the
flowers, nor with the scenery expressed in “ The light reflects into the window/
[lluminates the steep and winding path” , but instead sympathized with the passage
of time in lines such as “Sitting as the years go by/Watching my hair grow white” ,
and with the intellectual’s patriotic concern for the nation: “Who will be our sage of

Dongshan/He who defeated the foe so easily?”

The introduction began thus: “It is on this fine day that we mark the passing



