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There is a promising young Tsenpo (title used by rulers of Tubo Kingdom) during
Emperor Zhenguan of the Tang Dynasty. His name is Songtsan Gambo. He conquered
Sumpa in the north, Zhang—zhung in the west, and Tangut and Tuyuhun in the east in
just a few years. Then in the vast unified Tibetan Plateau, the country is prosperous and

the people are at peace.
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One night, Songtsan Gambo made a magical dream. He saw a beautiful fairy in the
dream. She stood above the plateau, and spread grain seeds to the earth. How gentle and
elegant this fairy is! Her image lingered in the mind of Songtsan Gambo.

He thought: Is she the princess of Tang Empire, who I think of all day and night?
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To boost the prosperity of Tubo Kingdom, Songtsan Gambo had always dreamed of
a marriage with a Tang princess, and this time he put his dream into action. Songtsan
Gambo dispatched Lu Dongzan, a head of the delegation to Chang'an, the capital of
Tang Dynasty, and wanted establish friendly ties with the Tang Empire.

Before the departure, Songtsan Gambo told Lu Dongzan, "I hope the emperor will be

impressed with the wisdom and sincerity of the Tibetan people."
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The delegation set out in autumn, and crossed mountains and rivers. Lu Dongzan was
surprised to find that delegations of other western countries have also come. They had
the same purpose to request a marriage with a Tang princess.

People in one delegation said, "Our leader is the richest man with infinite wealth."
Another one said, "Our leader is the strongest man with incredible versatility." However,
Lu Dongzan did not say anything. Finally, all the delegations reached the bustling city of

Chang'an when it was the first moon of the lunar year.
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Emperor Taizong gave a banquet to delegations from all countries, with the most
wonderful performance and the most delicious food. Then he posed three challenges to
all the envoys.

Emperor Taizong said, "Whoever could solve the challenges in the smartest manner would

win the test, and Princess Wencheng would become the princess of the winning state."
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