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of World War Il

In World War 11 we witnessed the second colossal tragedy of
buman bloodshed of the current century. From the very first

Incident of September 18, 1931), to the final conclusion of the
lvorz._q-umn)._n:!.-wg -3:&%8-«_«?;«8!‘!
spann

The War had its wugiun. in Asia. But 1v§ ra-z:zuu
broke out on the E: the 1 and
alliance between nu..!-un ~Eu and Japan was extended to
embrace a military alliance of the Unholy Three. When in due
course war broke out between Germany and the Soviet Union, and
later in the Pacific in 1941, the flames of war which surged over
both the Eastern and Western Hemispheres were joined into a
single and inseparable conflagration. The whole world was divided
into two principal camps—the Fascists and the anti-Fascists; the
Axis powers and the anti-Axis powers; the aggressors ana e
tesisters of aggression. Few indeed were the nations which could
escape from being embroiled in the world’s most gigantic combat
of strength.

In tne early stages of the War, the Axis powers who launched
their aggressive schemes held in ‘heir nands the supertonity of
the initiative, The thundering assaults of the enemy’s offensives
vi&ﬂiigﬁigaﬁgﬁr .—48!6‘1-03-9-
ihe of the Allied Nati for their ive were only

y being brought to perfection in 1943, and it was not until
u year later that their large-scale counter-attack could be launched.

But once the Allies began their counter-offensive, the Axis
powers found themselves on the downgrade. Mussolini of Italy
first collapsed. ‘I'nis was soon followed by news of Hidler's demiu.
The German Army, hemmed in by strong forces on all sides, sur-
rendered. The war in Europe was thus ended. Deprived of her
war-mates 2 On.d.!.u -E_ :.-_w :x GEEI_ isolation of Japan
was d. Her could not check the
i of the Allies, and this “Strong-man
of ﬁ-u E.. who for half a century held hegemony over East
E!igunoggvnivﬁrbnl!&s-ivﬂ-ﬁ
render on board the U.S.S. Missouri.

Causes of the War

The war was brought into being by the Axis po

many, Italy and Japan. With her growing prowess

of Ger-
Szod&. since
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the end of World War I in 1918, Japan began to nurse designs on
the Asiatic Continent. Her militarists and financial overlords free.
_wgwéfgnvnvoov—-irog
rtake acts of agg In Italy, which did
iglﬂv-ﬁﬁﬁdﬂinia Maussolini organised his-
Black Shirts, and his cry for the restoration of the glories of the
ancient § Empire found n:nrﬂnﬁnﬂn response from the
people. In G whose p | and jc structure dis-
integrated following defeat in the first World War, the people's
dissatisfaction with conditions at that time was worked up to the
highest pitch and a popular demand for power, for the rebirth

totalitarian states of Japan, Italy, and Germany the ideal cradie
for the growth of Fascism,

The Versailles Treaty, given birth by the first World War,
was considered by the O._:.B..- to be -r-a.:b- over them. The
unsuccessful political ma hed by the G for the
nbrogation of Versailles was quickly exploited by Hitler who

sought to achieve his results through military conguest,

While the forces of Fascism were thus seeking rapid expan-
sion, the -ﬂoun powers like Britain and France were pursuing a
realistic dip of ~the so-called policy of appease.
ment. Japan was Egal China’s Northeastern provinces; the
German Army, rearmed, entered the Rhine and occupied Saarland:
Italy invaded Pvz&l and both Germany and Italy participated
in Spain’s civil war. To all these atrocities Britain and France
merely looked on askance—fearing lest any positive stand might
lead to war, But the compromises and concessions made by the
Anglo-French powers only served to encourage directly more
aggressive acts on the part of the Fascists, In 1938, Germany
absorbed Austria, and Czechoslovakia suffered the same fate.
When the latter country was also sacrificed, Poland became the
next vietim.

China as the Advance Guard of Anti-Fascism

In 1931, the Japanese ‘met with no obstacles when they began
their i jon of the N China’s treasure-
house. They immediately began to embark on a large-scale inva-
sion of the Continent, and in three months occupied the whole
of China's northeastern provinces. Early in 1932, they staged
an incident in Shanghai. Towards the end of the same year, the
Jupanese attacked the Great Wall, experimenting, no doubt, on the
%«QEEEF—-’; of North China.

nprepared at that time, China tolerated all these criminal assaults
without hitting back effectively. The Japanese soon extended
%Swagigﬂ and launched the so-
called -government” movements in the areas.
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The national consciousness of the Chinese people became highly
invader was

built up. And so when on July 7, 1987, the fighting at Marco Polo
Bridge (Lukouchiao) sounded the bugle eall of the war for racial
existence, the Chinese people built themselves into a giant to fight
their holy war for the preservation of their race.

Fighting first broke out in the Peipine-Tientsin aren. It was
extended to Shanghai on August 13, 1037. After holding this
part of the country for three months, the Chinese forces withdrew
to Nanking. Later when the latler city was also lost, the Chinese
Government moved to Chungking, which became the war time
capital. On the North China Front, the Chinese forces gradually
withdrew but always after engaging the enemy in a ﬁ ann.
Thus in the spring of 1938 was staged the Battle of Hsuchow,
the Japanese forces met with their first major defeat at Taierh-

huang. The Jap © 11 tured Hsuch and turned
their forcns against the Wuchang-Hankow area. In October,
of 1938, both Hankow and Canton, bastion of South China,
fell into enemy hands. The first fifteen months’ of China’s
war of resistance thus resulted in the loss to the enemy most of
the major cities of the country but nevertheless the war conscious-
ness of the nation d hakable than ever, and the
people b fully igned to their determination to p t
a prolonged war with Japan to the bitter end.

War Breaks Out in Europe .

_On September 1, 1939, Germany sent her nqd,ﬂ.ﬂ_-g Poland,
- jate an. uaprecedented ad . or quest
of all Europe. Britain and France were forced to declare war on
Germany, but they were too late to render effective assistance to
Poland which was soon grahbed by Germany with blitzkreig tactics,
Ha«?uﬂn&gguwgiusaggznﬁfn
military op i in the it engaging in a war of perves,
putting up all forms of threats to all and sundry.

On April 9, 1940, however, the Germans moved again, and
their blitzkreig tegy i in the ai of D k in
twelve hours. At the same time, with the sid of her #fth
columnists in Norway Germany also overrun that country after
a campaign which lasted only two months.

In the summer of 1940, Hitler's guns were turned towards the
Netherlands, Belgium, and L b with the objective of
launching an attack on France via these low basin areas of
Western Europe. The British, French. Belgian and Netherland
forces were cut up into several sections in face of the flerce attsck

e
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of the Germans. The King of the Belgians ordered his army to
surrender to the Germans. The British expeditionary forces were
forced to undertake the most risky withdrawal at Dunkirk. The
French army in Northern France made a last stand but faulty
organisation .and sinking morale made themselves felt and Pars
was captured by the Germians on June 14. Marshal Petain, ‘who
proved himself an unworthy son of his country in this war, declared
that France would conclude peace with Germany.

The Germans had now reached the English Channel. Looking
across it towards the west Hitler conjectured up pictures of an
even greater conquest on the other side. He launched, as a pre-
lude to his contemplated invasion across the Channel, an air
offensive. Thus was fought the Battle of Britain, a war of the
most devastating consequences taking place principally in the
skies, and for 84 days the British people were subjected to the
most harrowing experiences and offered the greatest sacrifices.
Finally the Germans weakened and called off the campaign.

The invasion of Britain having failed the Germans turned
their attention to the Balkans where the forces of destruction were
soon easily let loose. Italy was made to attack Greece, Hungary
and Roumania were forced into the orbit of the Axis powers and
the invasion of Bulgaria and Yugo-Slavia was also launched.
Britain exerted all the military and diplomatic resources at her
disposal to maintain the status quo in the Balkans but for the
moment the Axis powers gahed the upper hand in the situation,

On the high seas in the Atlantic Ocean, over the secemingly
unending expanse of water, the contending navies of Britain and
Germany were engaged in their own battle of blockade and
counter-blackade,

Meanwhile, the United wolBa R America was beginning to
feel the threat, d ly and 1 ly, of Nazi-i Under the
resolute leadership of the late President Roosevelt the United
States pledged her enormous manpower and resources to the aid
of the victim nations.

The African Front

Following the collapse of France in the autumn of 1940, Italy
took the opportunity to undertake the invasion of Egypt in an
attempt to control, jointly with Qa.ivs% _the Middle East and
the Medi The Itali d British meSnEEi
Using Libya as their base, the Itali in 1540 attack
Egypt. The British garrison there for a time was in danger but
with reinforcements in the winter, a counter attack was launched
and the British re-entered rE«P Sensing the weakness of the

Hitler ordered the G African Divisions, under the
command of General Rommel, to that theater and the Axis once
more invaded Egyptian territory.

s )
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The outbreak of war between Germany and Soviet Russin, and
of war in the Pacific, produced a stalemste in the pro.
Germano-Itali an ign in Africa and the situation
for the Axis powers there d as large ingents of the
United Forces landed on the North African coast in November
1942. By May, 1948, the Axis strength in Africa was completely

The German-Russian War
After more than a year of intensive operations in both Europe
and Africa, Germany had seized large tracts of land and material

war resources, including coal, oil, food, and other minerals. She
decided to include Soviet Russia in her scheme of conquest.
Between June and December, 1941, G ny mobilised 2,000,

Army, concentrated in the Don basin and the Caucasus, ture
Stalingrad, and thence the taking of M e o

5;
i

the Volga and going through Kuibyshev. At the same time an
attack was to be launched for the capture of the Baku oilfields.
The Battle for Stalingrad began and both parties put in all they
E?am.»r.nuﬁuau-.r Corpses covered the battle fields, the Ger.
mans with unbelievable fi and the Russians de-
fended with equally incredible bravery, The battle was one of the
epics of World War I and the Germans ultimately suffered
defeat, which practi sealed their fate in tise
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er occupying about half of Chins, Japan, in carrying
ggg%»ﬁ?%&&:’??.!_ui
of D« ber 7th., 1941, k hed a surprise attack on Pearl Har.

unawares, suffered greatly in the episode. -
The Jupanese with their military superiority simul-
taneous sttacks on Shanghai, Hongkong, Nether _Indies

United States, Canada, Australia, and the Free French one affer
another declared war on this Asiatic aggressor,

The naval base at Singapore fell into Japanese hands in
February 1942. Japanese forces landed on the Philippines, cap-

they offered stiff resistance to the enemy for five months, In
South Asia, the J landed in Siam, forced French
Indo-China into a joint defence undertaking, and planned to attack
Burma. The Chinese Army entered Burma to assist the British
forces in that area. The Japanese, coming from Siam and captur.
ing Lashio and Mandalay through a rear frontal attack, forced the
Sino-British units to withdraw into India.

The success of the cowardly attack on Pearl Harbour for a
time placed Japan in the position of overlord of the East. At
about this time the Germans were e¢ngaged in their offensive
against Soviet Russia, There was then a dream among the Axis
powers that they would effect a junction of their forces somewhere
in the Near East.

In the course of 1942 the United States Navy engaged the
Japanese Navy in battle in the Coral sea and near Midway Islands,
and these it ded in checking the further expansion
of the Jupanese advance.

The Liberstion of Europe

By 1943 the Allies had leted their prep for the
counter-offensive and attacks against Hitler's bastions were begun.
?ggaihgagﬂgzz.gngg
s a positi i

Allied ZY sisted of landings in_both h and
western Europe and thence to join with the Russians in a three-
front attack of German forces, at the same time releasing &

colossal air force for large-scale strategic bombings. First land-
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city’s def In D ber 1944, a ff was

in the western fromt with the objective of recapturing Paris.
But General Eisenhower, with his large Army was already begin-
ning an all-out attack on a 350 mile front and the Germans were

easily pushed back. The Soviet forces and the Allied troops on
the Western front began a race for Berlin. The Russians
approached the German capital from nine routes and

succession. = Berlin, after days of street fighting, was finally
doomed. Hitler's death was announced Admiral Doenitz,
and G y decided to surrender, Thus Nazi-Germany, which
reigned supreme in Europe for more than a decade, was finally
subdued by the allied forces of Britain, the United States, Soviet
Russia, and France,

Japan's surrender

The defeat of both Italy and Germany left Japan the lone
survivor among the Axis trio, and the Allied powers were now
in a p to rate their attention to dealing with her.
In the counter-offensives in 1944, the Allies had recaptured the
Carolines, Saipan, Guam, Palan Island, and Leyte Island (in the
Philippincss). In each case, air and nava! units led the attack
prior to the landing of trocps.

Early in 1945, the Allies succeeded in landing in the Luzon,
Iwo Jima, Ryukyu Islands, cutting off the southern communication
lines of Japan and entering the inmer defences of the latter.
Flying fortresses, based at Saipan and Ryukyus, and from air-
eraft earriers, staged regular raids on the Japanese cities of Tokyo,
Yokohama, and others. Attacks were launched hy ficets of 1,000
planer and th ds of tons of dy ite were rel d. Jap
military industry was by then already rendered ineffective.

On the Asiatic mainland the aﬂr—! Army reopened the
overland route hetween China and India and foreign supplies were
then available. The Chinese Air Forces also attacked Taiwan,
the Northeastern Provinces, and French Indo-China. Kweilin was
recaptured. Preparations were being rushed for a coordinated
general counter-offensive.

*With Germany’s defeai, Japan had, of course, already under-
gone a spiritual collapse. In the very last days a te
attempt was made to exploit her Bushido concepts in war through
the 1 hing of suicid ks to save the fate of the Japanese
Empire. But the united resources of the Allies held sway over all.
The 1 ion of the F decisions—the entry of Soviet
Russia into the war with Ja the unleashing a.wnto small
N:a!mn bombs finally led to Japan's surrender in the name of her

peror.

World War I1 was thus brought to an official termination.
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