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In modern times, China was a weak country which
had suffered from foreign powers’ bullying. The Republic of
China founded after the Xinhai Revolution accelerated the
process of modernization of China, and the Japanese militarists
gradually showed their intention of annexing China. Because
of the Boxer Protocol and the Russo-Japanese War, Japanese
troops were stationed in Beijing, Tianjin and northeast China,
making preparations for the September 18 Incident and Lugou
Bridge Incident. After the World War I, Japan had brought
northeast China, Inner Mongolia and Shandong into its sphere
of influence, and forced the government of the Republic of
China to sign the humiliating Twenty-one Demands, which had
had profound influence. China was torn by warlordism, and the
modernization process was totally interrupted.

On September 18, 1931, the Japanese Kwantung Army,
taking advantage of the Chinese warlords’ civil war, launched
the September 18 Incident. They occupied northeast China
and began to expand forces in north China. On the night of
July 7, 1937, the imperial Japanese army in China provoked
the Lugou Bridge Incident, and successively occupied Beiping
and Tianjin, marking that Chinese People’s War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression broke out. The Japanese side
claimed that they would annex China in three months. At this
critical moment, the Kuomintang and the Communist Party
of China (CPC) joined hands for another time. On July 17,
Chiang Kai-shek, the then Chairman of the National Military
Council of the government of the Republic of China, issued
the Lushan Statement, saying that “once war breaks out,
every person, young or old, in the north or in the south, must
take up the responsibility of resisting Japan and defending
our homeland”, which showed the Chinese government and
people’s resolution to “fight to the end”. On July 22, the CPC
issued the Declaration of the Communist Party of China on
the Announcement of KMT-CPC Cooperation, and announced
to recognize the Red Army into the National Revolutionary
Army under the National Military Council, follow its orders

and shoulder the responsibility of fighting against the Japanese
aggression at the battlefront.

From 1937 to 1945, Chinese army and people united,
and both the Kuomintang and the CPC put their differences
aside and joined hands to rescue the country. With the support
and help from overseas Chinese, international friends and
the Allied Powers ( UK, US and Russia ) , the 400 million
Chinese people began the extremely arduous anti-Japanese
war which lasted for eight years. The National Revolutionary
Army had participated in 22 mass campaigns in the frontline
battlefields in Songhu, Nanjing, Taiyuan, Xuzhou, Lanfeng,
Wuhan, Suizao, southern Guilin, Changsha ( the 1st, 2nd and
3rd battles ) , southern Guilin, Zaoyang-Yichang, southern
Henan, Shanggao, southern Shanxi, Zhejiang-Ganzhou,
western Hubei, Changde, central Henan, Changsha-Hengyang,
Guilin-Liuzhou and western Hunan, involved in 1,117 major
battles, and 38,931 small-scaled fights, with 3.65465 million
casualties. In battlefields behind enemy lines, the Eighth Route
Army and New Fourth Army of the National Revolutionary
Army, both were under the leadership of the CPC, became the
mainstay. They participated in 125,165 battles including the
Hundred Regiments Offensive, killed, wounded and captured
hundreds of thousands of Japanese soldiers. In total, Chinese
army and people killed, wounded and captured more than 1.55
million Japanese troops, taking up over 15% of the Japanese
casualties during the World War II.

The Japanese aggression caused tremendous loss to
China. The Japanese troops occupied 930 Chinese cities,
captured over 9 million labors ( including 1.15 million from
Taiwan ) , plundered 33.50 million tons of iron, 586 million
tons of coal and 100 million cubic meters of wood. Moreover,
they flagrantly violated the international conventions by
using biochemical weapons in more than 2,000 battles, and
massacred 300,000 people in Nanjing. During the whole anti-
Japanese war, Chinese army and people suffered about 35.879

million casualties and a property loss of more than USD 650



