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During the past 2 years, "Garden City" has been the
planning and design objective we put forward for many
cities. The city in a garden has always been the perfect
model of the future city in my mind. However, for the
architects in the city, the office in a garden is by any means

a Utopia in this world.

In retrospect of my study at Tsinghua University 19 years
ago, when | visited Mr. Wang Tan, | happened to notice a
picture of the office of Mr. Wright, a famous architect. Mr.
Wang told me when he worked in Mr. Wright's office, Mr.
Wright once appointed him the keeper of the vegetable plot
and garden next to the office (of course including gathering
in potatoes from the vegetable plot and then bringing them
into the kitchen). In that office with an appearance quite
like a cottage, Mr. Wright created a number of most famous
designs. This picture implanted into my mind the fantasy of

an idyllic garden office.
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PRI ESFT | Wright Architectural Design Office

When | was studying in the U.K., | was fortunate enough to
visit many architects' charming offices, which are mostly
situated in a garden and rebuilt on the basis of old
buildings. At the same time, | seemed to have found the
answer for such a paradox:does an egg come first, or a hen
first? Maybe an office in the garden is the place where
architects should work. Many worldwide famous architects
occurred to my mind, and | wrote to one of them, Mr. Leoh
Ming Pei, expressing my desire to work in his New York
office after my graduation. However, Mr. Leoh Ming Pei
replied to me by saying that he was incapable of expanding
his office due to his high age. Therefore, | returned to Hong

Kong after graduation in the U.K.

An office building of Hong Kong architects is called a
"writing budeing”. If you are elevated to a certain floor of the
building, go into an office and you can see more windows of
other buildings through those of this office. In this grand
international city, the architects place themselves in a
jungle of reinforcing steel bars and concrete, and more
exactly, in a finite space circumscribed by plastic separators,
and in an atmosphere of chemical fiber carpets, plastic
separators and ceiling lights, and struggles day and night,
back to back and shoulder by shoulder. | struggled to adapt
myself to this ironic work environment (people do not write
in a writing building: architects usually draw), however,
everyday | was defeated by sleepiness and dizziness
(maybe because of insufficient oxygen). The eagerness for
an office in the garden, just like a seed buried underground,

foretells the future weaved by my imagination.
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In 2003, | came to Shenzhen and bought several old villas

on the seashore of Shekou and realized my dream of
possessing a space of originality. Some new philosophies
regarding ecological architecture have been implemented in
the reconstruction of the offices. For example, the existing
tress, lychee trees and white magnolia trees have been
remained inside the offices. The areca trees grow out of the
fish pond, extend through the skylight and reach the roof
garden, looking like a huge bonsai. We have reserved the
granite wall and structure of the original architecture and
conducted careful reconstruction with a view to extending
the history of time in this architecture. The old house, with
its historical imprint, survives silently with an unparalleled
patience. In this case, the design scheme matures silently

just as a vintage wine gradually achieves its superior quality.

/% | Office In Garden
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I had attempted to transform the roof into a garden in the
air consisting of lawn, orchard and vegetable plot, so as to
cater for the philosophy of "green architecture". Every time |
return from a business trip, | will ornament this garden with
fruit trees, flowers and grass brought back from various
places. The change of seasons only leaves all the beautiful
things in our memory, for example, flowers and fruits. The
winter sun sheds its light through the transparent skylight
and renders warmth to the lobby of the front hall, and the
grassland on the roof can relieve the office from extreme
heat in summer. When it is sunny, a buffet on the roof lawn
can exempt you from the panic of driving during an outing.
In a space as mild as their homes, the beneficiaries of this

office in the garden are full of originality.

Several tall kapoks stand in the garden along with white
magnolia trees and albizzia trees, whose gorgeous flowers
can be expected in early spring. In the garden we also
planted mango trees, jujube trees, persimmon trees and fig
trees, which offer promising fruits in autumn. Besides,
some plants suitable for tropical zones, including banana
trees, ginger flowers, Madagascar dragon trees, frangipani,
Indian azalea and jimsonweed, are demonstrating a variety
of colors. In the Yamato-e of this garden, a full variety of
plants are doing their best to adapt themselves to sunlight,

earth and water.

DAEREE | office atrium
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The waterfall and fish pond in the middle courtyard give an
interpretation to the philosophy of "water-neighboring".
Scores of fancy carp are leading a free life in the pond,
carrying people from this gaudy world into peace and
profoundness. The magic rhythm of the nature has
composed a long poetic and painting scroll. The vicissitude
of the world, the birth and perishing of lives, the rise and
fall of wind, water, grass and trees, are telling the stories

related to architecture.

An architect's design is just like a trip without a map. Despite
the misleading path on the side of a broad road towards
dream, a luxuriant garden under splendid sunlight, as a gift
from the nature, can revive the virtue in the depth of one's
nature. The love of beauty and friendship can sweep off the
accumulated tiredness in one's journey of life, and the voice
of garden retells a student's unregulated enthusiasm towards

architecture art.

Before long a cat found its home in a corner of the garden,
and then a group of small cats appeared. They often act as
the hosts of this garden, and keep a moderate distance
from the visitors. Several culvers are fond of walking on the
stone slates of the entrance hall; a small bird called
windflower (with a hank of white feather on its head),
frequently visit my office and stand gracefully on the chair
back. | often stop to see it eating the jujubes on the jujube
tree, and persimmons on the persimmon tree, and then
flying away freely. In spite of these pleasures, | was
occupied by design work day after day, and the end of a
scheme means the start of a new one. The fellow designers
in my mind are a group of handsome boys and pretty girl$
with talent, ambition and fancy dresses, who can find

beauty bursting from the commonplaces in life .

In fact, there is also a big dog named POLO in my office. It is
the offspring of a French shepherd dog, apparently fierce
but internally mild (most of the time it is in the state of fox's

sleep). Thus, it becomes an image spokesman for cynicism.
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This collection gives an introduction to some works offered by Hong Kong Zhongying
Metropolitan and Architectural Design Center in the past two years, mainly focusing on
architectural design schemes (several other collections respectively introduce the
outcomes of conceptual planning, urban design, ancient town planning and design work.)
As | understand, architectural design is not the works of an individual architect; rather, it is
a new role created in specific urban space. It should be simple, elegant and beautiful, and
entail the proposition and originality of the culture. With reference to architectural design, |
would like to argue that architects can and should maximize the value of the architecture.
Endowed with a life, architectures will stem from the historical space and natural

environment. Esthetical architectures are the imagination of modern cities.

I'should cherish gratitude, no matter what outcomes are achieved through any design
scheme in this collection. For example, those investors who entrusted the design work
to us, have made our cooperation possible with their unparalleled trust and
magnanimity. Therefore, we always hope to make each design scheme perfect so as to
reward them, and finally reach a win-win result which strikes the balance between fame
and profit. As a profession, architectural design boasts an advantage | am fond of: |
profit from the owners and at the same time become their friends. On the other hand,
gratitude should be extended to the colleagues of Hong Kong Zhongying Metropolitan
and Architectural Design Center who are engaged in these designs. They are elites who
can collaborate day after day and reach a close relationship. Architectural design is a
marvelous travel, and there is no clear demarcation line between a favorable situation
and an adverse one. When you appear to come near to your wit's end, creative ideas
may burst out just like a sudden blossom. Of course we should thank parents, teachers,
classmates and friends. Perhaps, the so-called glory is in a sense a reward for their
prolonged and patient expectations. Finally, gratitude should be extended to the

publishing house. Had it not been for their help, this book would never come into being.



