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Introduction

One morning in 2008 we drove to our local
railway station at Stamford, in Lincolnshire’,

to begin a journey. We were going to visit our
daughter and her family in Voorschoten®, a small
town in the Netherlands” about ten miles from
The Hague." We took the train to the airport and
flew to Amsterdam’, where our daughter met us and
drove us to Voorschoten. Travelling time: 5 hrs and
19 mins.

If we had done the same journey one hundred
years earlier, in 1908, we would first have travelled
by train from a station near our home to Harwich,
on the Essex coast’, which would have taken five
hours. We would then have taken a ferry to the
Hook of Holland’, near Rotterdam®, which would
have taken six hours. From there we would have
travelled to Voorschoten by stcam trams’—light
railways powered by steam locomotives.

Had we had lived in London at that time,
we would have taken one of the twice-daily boat
trains to Harwich. It would have been driven straight
on to a waiting ship, off again at our port destination,
and on to Holland Spoor station in The Hague. We
would then have taken a steam tram to Voorschoten.

Whatever the route, there would have been much



