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Preface

D. H. Lawrence is one of the twentieth-century’s most controversial
novelists. His writing often narrates sex between men and women with his
philosophy or ideas derived from his experiences. His ideas on duality and
ambivalent attitudes on two sexes evoke the fierce arguments between
them.

His last novel , Lady Chatterley’s Lover can be said his complete decla-
ration to the world. In the novel, he continues to develop his doctrine of
“stellar equilibrium” into * phallus marriage”. For him, man and woman
who are like two separate ptlales can enjoy orgasm simultaneously in the uni-
son with the cosmos by sex as long as the female obeys the male’s will and
way in body and mind. Obviously , Lawrence’s patriarchal ideas which exist
in his writing and his understanding of gender roles is based on patriarchal
metaphysics of presence. However, there are still many criticisms on tauto-
logical replications of Lawrence’s own terminology and subversive remarks,
which are threatening and destroying gender equality. They argue that the
meaning of Lawrence’s “phallus” is to preach the mysterious power of life,

of love and tenderness, and of androgyny but not of man. In fact, the very
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expression , the equivalence he sets up between ‘sexual’ and °phallic’ ,
constitutes sufficient proof. In order to further explore Lawrence’s view on
gender in LCL, an analysis on all the female characters is necessary, for
most criticisms less analyzed other female characters,only focusing on the
protagonists — Clifford, Connie and Mellors, their triangular relationship
and their symbolic meanings.

Employing Beauvoir’s “woman as Other for and by men ” and Dale
Spender’s “patriarchal order” in language ,the book will analyze the identi-
ties of the five women in the novel and find out Lawrence’s gender equality
further with his philosophy ,background and late essays. Through the analy-
sis, Connie’s mother, Hilda and Bertha with strong female will against men
belong to the type of “cocksure woman” as Other for men in Lawrence’s
patriarchal order. They disobey femininity and are disliked by their hus-
bands. In Lawrence’s patriarchal order,they are not “true women” , pursu-
ing equal gender roles separately in society, spirit and sexuali-
ty. Mrs. Bolton and Connie, faithful to the patriarchal order, are willing to
be the absolute Other by men. However , Mrs. Bolton’s social identity at the
end of novel is satirized by the auther who unreasonably arranges her to ac-
cept actively the sexual order and touch of Clifford and tactfully substitutes
the role as his mistress for her social identity. Only Connie is his ideal
woman,a “true woman” in his utopian world,a “hensure woman” in his
new patriarchal order. In his order, female identities should be limited to
the traditional identities—be lover, wife and mother at home. She can ac-
cept education, can enjoy free love and also can have sexual experiences
before marriage , but she must play the role the man ask her to play, faithful

to the Father principle,faithful to the patriarchal order. She should do her

v
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duty like a “hen” as an absolute Other by men but not try in vain to be a
“cock” as Other for men. Based on the conclusion,the end of the thesis
will try to further discuss the present problems of gender equality and sug-
gest man and woman should cooperate and build win-win relationship but
not conflict to balance the two sexes by Lawrence. .

Nowadays, men and women are equal in law, but it does not means
men and women are really equal in people’s ideologies , behaviors , customs
and cultures, ete. It has a long way for women to struggle for equalities of
gender’s development and status,which needs us to accept the eduction of

gender equality ,to do and insist on it generation after generation.

Yang Wenxin
May ,2017
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Chapter One Introduction

David Herbert Lawrence ( 1885 — 1930) is a prolific writer of the
twentieth century. During more than two decades of his writing , there are 14
novels (including 3 versions of Lady Chatterley) , over 60 tales,11 com-
plete volumes of poetry, 10 plays and 14 non-fiction books ( Popawski
211 =214). He is highly claimed not only as a novelist, novella and short
writer, but also as a poet, essayist, translator , dramatist and painter. When
compared to Ezra Pound, T. S. Eliot, James Joyce and Virginia Woolf,
Lawrence’s position on the literary map “at times, seemed far less secure
than them” ( Fernihough, “introduction” 3). In his books and essays, he
expressed freely his extreme ideas on politics, marriage , society , education,,
religion and man and woman, often by narrating sexuality. So “ everyone
feels the need, at the outset, either to like him or to dislike him” ( Tor-
govnick 33).

To those who like him, he is a genius, prophet and cultural i-
con. E. M. Forster calls him the greatest novelist of his genera-
tion. F. R. Leavis devotes all his life to supporting him , making him become

the ‘canon’ of English literature and appear with increasing frequency in

1



