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Abstract

The modernization history of the world is also the global expansion history of
the capitalism. The formation of the international capital monopoly after WWII
marks the coming of the era of transnational capitalism. The culture hegemony of
transnational capitalism centered on the interest of America brings continuous
strike to other countries and their traditional culture and ideology. Therefore,
Chinese scholars should pay more attention on the investigation of the core cultural
value of other countries, in order to protect the cultural boundary and cultural
security of our own country. In the 19" century, the Russian culture emerges 1o
exaltation despite its power attenuation; this fact per se deserves careful study.
The Russian idea, forged collectively by centuries of thinkers, is the inherent
cornerstone of the national confidence and cultural confidence. It plays an
important role in the national ideology and today still guarantees Russia to be a
powerful cultural country in the world stage. Due to its special historical
circumstances, the Russian Literature is always pursuing the spiritual meaning of
national life; it undertakes the huge responsibility of social enlightenment and
building national consciousness, declaring to the world the Russian’s originality
by the artistic language which possesses universal aesthetic value, consequently,
it is an important carrier of Russian idea, and the spiritual treasure in the treasure
house of the world culture.

This book takes the example of the creative thoughts of Anton Chekhov, the
last great writer in the late 19" century and early 20" century in the period of
Russian classical literature, combined together with the comparative study of the
philosophical thinking of another great representative writer — one of Chekhov’

contemporaries — Leo Tolstoy to demonstrate the intrinsic relation between Russian
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literature and Russian idea, and discuss the transcendental understanding of the
world of the Russian writers and their thinking on the Russians’ life and the
historical circumstances the Russian nation faced with, elucidating the inherent
qualities of Russian literature; affinity to the people, ethicality, ecriticalness,
and strong humanitarianism.

There are abundant studies on Chekhov’s poetics and rhetoric art at present,
however, the study of Chekhov’ philosophical thought — the unique Russian
thinking way reflected from his writings — has been neglected, even denied by the
Russian academic circles. Hence, this book is essentially argumentative. From the
perspective that Chekhov responds to the most influential current thoughts and
time themes, the book aims to prove how Chekhov in his writings expresses the
common quality, personality and methods of presentation of the Russian idea,
and explains the contribution of his world view to the Russian idea, and the
eternal value to human life.

The book is divided into seven sections.

The Preface part introduces the challenge to cultural security faced by many
countries, as the transnational capitalism and its culture standards expand rapidly
in the whole world. The development of Russian literature and Russian idea in the
19" century is set as an example to seek the rule of cultural rising,

The first chapter sorts out the present researches on Chekhov’s relation with
the Russian idea and his creative philosophy. From his own time to 100 years after
death, there is no final conclusion as to whether Chekhov is qualified to be a first-
class Russian thinker. Started from various standpoints, researchers explore every
aspect of Chekhov’s writing, and constitute a colorful and complicated picture that
is full of opinions, comments and judgements. To study the motives of how
thinkers and scholars from different times and groups accept Chekhov's legacy
contributes not only to a more profound understanding of Chekhov’s creating
characteristics, but helps to review the main theme of each time.

The second chapter discusses Chekhov's origin relation with the most
influential thought current—Tolstoyism. Without the study of Tolstoy, it is hardly
possible to fully evaluate the innovative significance of Chekhov’s realistic wiring

in the late 19" century and early 20" century. Only in the parallel relation with
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Tolstoy, Chekhov’s great peculiarity can be accurately evaluated. What Chekhov
values most, i§ in what circumstances that man accepts the influence of
Tolstoyism, and in which way the Tolstoyism expresses itself, why it charms so
many people, and the actual experiences in real life.

The third chapter analyzes chekhov’s relation with the cultural enlightenment
of Russia. In the turn of 19" century to 20" century, Chekhov formed his own
unique literature stand in the intersection of new humanistic knowledge and
scientific knowledge. He pointed out the limitation of the popular theories,
doctrines, beliefs, and strived to be a non-biased, disinterested observer and
researcher. In chekhov’s view, the way people to achieve good life is realized by
their knowing of all the best cultural products accumulated by human being,
therefore the unreasonable labor distribution system should be changed, and
people should master the excellent culture.

The fourth chapter deals with Chekhov’s attitude towards the Russians. Just
like the Russian philosophy indicates, man is created to respond to the great
career through sacred labor, and liberated from his sins. Chekhov focuses on
those depressed common people who lack the willpower, and reveals their
slavishness and their humiliated circumstances. Like the Russian thinkers,
Chekhov sees in the Russian people the profound wisdom, boundless courage,
fine sentiments, robust energy and passion for freedom, but he also sees that
they often forget their conscience and lack the courage to change the
reality. Hence, to achieve good life, to make life meaningful, Chekhov appeals
to rationality, willpower and dignity.

The fifth chapter presents chekhov’s understandings of man and world. Power
and violence suppresses and constraint man’s personality and dispels free activities
in the name of law and civilization in the 19" century Europe, it is based on this
point that the Russian thinkers debate with the rationalism in law of the intellectual
history of Western world. Chekhov criticizes the life without change, as if it is all
set up, and become a rule that everybody conforms with and gets used to. But this
stagnated everyday life covers up the vulgar nature of human life, and blocks
people’s eye for the overt crime. In light of this, Chekhov calls on people to have

Anthropological transformation and become giants.
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The conclusion part shows that Chekhov, not only has a complete system of
world view and philosophy, but has all kinds of * thoughts” mixed in his
writings. Though he all along proposes to pose the problems instead of solving
them, this way of proposing is his active response to the important issues in the
intellectual history of Russia. Through the perpetual question after the meaning of
life, Chekhov paves a path for people from the narrow field to the extensive
broadness. On the top of the horizon where Chekhov presents by his coldness and
cruelty, the light of thought, like the morning glow, irradiates in the hearts of
people, warming every life that is after truth. In the circumstances of
universalcallousness, Chekhov beats the souls of people, and reminds them that
in this world there are amount of obscure people who undertakes the heavy burden
of life. The fate of every one is interrelated, the isolated freedom and happiness is
built upon other’s misery. On the basis justice and equality, compassion and live,
Chekhov sends us all a reminder for the common fate of humanity, and it is in
this sense that the legacy of Russian classic literature can function as a mirror for
the present China and its aim of a harmonious development path of humanity in

this modernized world.

Key Words: Russian Idea; Tolstoyism; Cultural Enlightenment; Philosophy
of Man; Chekhov
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