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Foreword

The pivotal construction in Chinese represents a typical argument
sharing phenomenon: One nominal phrase is construed as the core
argument (i.e., the internal argument or the external argument) of two
verbal phrases. For example, in the sentence Zhang San qing Li Si chifan
‘Zhang San invites Li Si to dine’, Li Si is simultaneously the internal
argument of the first verb ging ‘invite’ and the external argument of the
second verb chifan ‘dine’. This phenomenon poses a challenge to the
bi-uniqueness requirement of the Theta-Criterion, giving rise to the
argument sharing problem.

To solve the argument sharing problem in control infinitives, an
empty category, PRO, was posited within the framework of Government
and Binding Theory (hereafter called GB). However, due to its theoretic
and practical limitations, the PRO proposal faced many challenges in
analyzing English control constructions, Chinese pivotal constructions,
serial verb constructions, and complex double object constructions.
Hornstein (1999) proposes replacing it with NP-trace and puts forward
the Movement Theory of Control. Unfortunately, this theory fails to
account for the argument sharing problem because it permits an A-chain
with multiple theta-roles and dispenses with the Theta-Criterion.

In order to provide a better account of the argument sharing

problem in pivotal constructions within the framework of Minimalist
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Program (hereafter called MP), this book proposes the Copy Theory of
Argument Sharing, which hinges upon the hypothesis that the daughter
copy (i.e., the internally merged copy) of the shared argument (e.g., Li Si
in the above example) can take a theta-role in the theta-position at the
semantic interface.

More precisely, in the single cycle mode of derivation, the
c-selectional features of the two verbs in the pivotal construction (e.g.,
the first verb ging ‘invite’ and second verb chifan ‘dine’ in the above
example) must be valued by merging nominal elements. The shared
argument is externally merged with the second verb to value one of its
c-selectional features, and its daughter copy is internally merged with
the first verb to value one of its c-selectional features. After the multiple
copies of the shared argument are transferred, all of them can be
interpreted at SEM for communicative efficiency. In the phonological
component (PHON), however, only the highest copy is phonetically
realized to comply with the economy principle. The asymmetry between
the two interfaces gives rise to the argument sharing phenomenon.
Thanks to the syntactic independency, the daughter copy of the shared
argument can receive a theta-role as long as it is merged in the
theta-position at SEM. This suggests a solution to the argument sharing
problem: the bi-uniqueness requirement of the Theta-Criterion can be
satisfied if the mother copy of the shared argument (i.e., the externally
merged copy) is theta-marked by the second verb, whereas its daughter
copy is theta-marked by the first verb.

The Copy Theory of Argument Sharing provides a derivational
account of the argument sharing problem in pivotal constructions and
other complex predicate constructions (e.g., control infinitives, Chinese

serial verb constructions and complex double object constructions). It
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reveals that argument sharing is yielded by the conflict between economy
and accuracy of human language (MacWhiney, Malchukov, Moravcsik,
2014). Additionally, with the elimination of the theory-internal stipulations
such as PRO, traces, and chains, this theory satisfies the general principles
of language design (e.g., Inclusiveness Condition and No-tampering
Condition), offering a case of what the minimalism strives for.

This book is organized as follows. Chapter One is a brief
introduction to this book. Chapter Two provides a general introduction
to Pivotal Constructions (hereafter called PCs), with the focus on the
argument sharing problem in PCs. Chapter Three introduces two
approaches to the argument sharing problem in formal linguistics—the
Control Theory and the Movement Theory of Control. In order to
provide a good account of the argument sharing problem in PCs within
the framework of MP, Chapter Four puts forward the Copy Theory of
Argument Sharing, which reveals the factor underlying the argument
sharing phenomenon and suggests a solution to the argument sharing
problem. Chapter Five applies the Copy Theory of Argument Sharing to
the analysis of the PCs. The derivation and interpretation of PCs are
discussed in this chapter, with special attention given to the solution to
the argument sharing problem. Chapter Six extends the Copy Theory of
Argument Sharing to the analyses of the argument sharing problem in
other complex predicate constructions such as Serial Verb Constructions
(SVCs) and Complex Double Object Constructions (CDOCs) in Chinese,

and control constructions in other languages.
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Chapter One ——

Introduction

This chapter provides a brief introduction to this book. It includes
two parts: the preliminaries in Section 1.1, and the main ideas of this

book in Section 1.2.

1.1 Preliminaries

In natural languages, there are verb-clausal complement constructions
such as infinitive constructions, serial verb constructions, Chinese pivotal
constructions and complex double object constructions. These complex
predicate constructions permit more than one verb in a mono-clause
without any marker of subordination or coordination in the form of
NP1+VP1+NP2+VP2 (Amberber, Baker & Harvey, 2010).Y One aspect of

these constructions that draws generative linguists’ attention is the

(D Amberber et al. (2010) propose that complex predicate constructions are multi-predicational,
but monoclausal. This type of constructions is instantiated in a number of structures: periphrastic
causatives (Mary made him go to the shop), verb particle combinations (the child picked it up), resultatives
(they hammered the iron flat), consider + predicate combinations (she considers him (to be) intelligent),
restructuring constructions/or clause union constructions (typical of infinitive constructions in
Romance), serial verb constructions, V-V compounds, and so forth. The matrix subject NP1 and the
pivot NP2in these constructions are usually realized by determiner phrases (hereinafter called DPs).
For expository convenience, I use NP1 to refer to DPs that occupies the matrix subject position and NP2
to the ones in the pivot position.
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theta-role realization of NP2, which is typically demonstrated in the
pivotal construction in Chinese (hereinafter called PC),” as shown in (1).

(1) NP1 VPi NP2 VP2
Wojiao ta bie xie zhe zhong wenzhang.
I ask he not write this CL  article
‘T asked him not to write this kind of articles.’
(Ding, L & Li, 1961: 118, my trans.)

Sentence (1) consists of two verbs, the first verb (V1) jiao ‘ask’ and the
second verb (V2) xie “write’. As both the object of V1 and the subject of V2,
the NP2 ta “he’ simultaneously takes the Theme role of V1 and the Agent
role of V2 (hence the name jianyu ‘bi-functional constituent’ in traditional

Chinese grammar), as illustrated in (2).

(2) Wo jiao ta bie xie zhe zhong wenzhang.
NP: Vi INP] NEG V2 NPs

I Object Subject T
Theme Agent

Since the function of NP: resembles a pivot, Li and Thompson
(1981/1989) call it the pivot noun phrase and name sentences like (2)
pivotal constructions. The ambiguous grammatical function of NP2 has
not been unitarily accounted for in traditional Chinese grammar. The

main bone of contention is whether NP2 should be treated as the object of

(D This construction is proposed as jianyushi ‘the construction with a bi-functional constituent’ by
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (Ding, Lii & Li, 1961). Li and Thompson (1981/1989) coin the
English term ‘pivotal construction’ for it but treat it as a subcategory of serial verb constructions in
Mandarin Chinese. In this book, the term ‘pivotal construction’ especially refers to the sentences like (1).
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