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No man should escape our universities without knowing
~# how little he knows.
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Part | Pre-reading Activities

P

\’ L I . Listen to the song Bright College Days and then discuss with your classmates
% the question: What is college life like in the song?

N toast m. P crib v. #H48
swig v. 250K genius n. A1
Chevrolet n. 2525 A4 strife n. &2k 550

Il - Look at the following pictures and match them with the words or phrase
listed below.

(d>

(a)
1. stadium 2. dormitory 3. library 4. Student Activity Center S. cafeteria

I[ - Complete the table with the different points between your high school and

college.
Differences High School | College
Living place ' Living at home‘ Living in a dorm with three classmates
,\tmij\”im-lhud\’ | o | ST
Student relationship

Educational facilities

Social activities
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Part II Theme-related Reading _Lext A

How College Is Different from High School

Jennifer Klein and Alicia LaPolla

Students who understand the key differences and learn how to bridge the gap

between high school and college should have a greater chance for success.

I College really is the best time of your life. It is a time to be involved in
everything your college or university will have to offer. When you reach your
30s, you will likely look back at your college experience and wish you really
could do it all over again. College is a time when the “cool kids” disappear.
Who you eat lunch with does not define you as a person. There is no such thing
as “uncool”. Welcome to college, where you are now considered an adult.

High School vs. College: Being a First-Year Student/Orientation

2 Being a first-year student is fun! Unlike high school, where your first
year is usually filled with anxiety and the occasional wrong-classroom mishap,
colleges prepare first-year students with an orientation that builds a strong link
among class members. Attend as many orientation options as possible. It will
make your college tramsition casier if you already have links with your
classmates. Once orientation is over and the upper-class students are back on
campus, you will find that they are excited to meet the first-year students, and
you become very comfortable in the college setting very quickly.

High School vs. College: The Learning Environment

3 Get used to saying “Professor” or “Dr.”. Your teachers are no longer
Mr. or Ms. Brown, but Professor or Dr. Brown, and guess what? You are
expected to have an opinion! You are no longer a passive learner who just sits

and listens to a teacher, occasionally writes a paper, and takes a test in which

3
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you are expected to simply repeat what you have learned or been told by the
teacher. You will not be provided with notes; rather, you are expected to
figure out on your own what’s important. (Professors arc available during their
office hours for help if what’s important is ever unclear.) In college your
professors are expecting you to voice your thoughts, and disagrecing with the
professor’s opinion is considered an interesting debate, not bad behavior. Class
participation and providing your own opinion and analysis are key to success in
the college learning environment.

High School vs. College: Your Social Life

4 Balancing academic and social life is difficult. This balance is something that
most likely your parents helped you with in high school. Now that you are in
college, you can no longer depend on your parents for rules or academic
motivation. All of these are now in your hands. Being at college can be socially
overwhelming — a variety of evening and weekend activities are open to you,
including lectures, club/organization events, formals, dorm events, and of
course, parties. In addition, many students go to schools in a place they have
not lived in before, so a lot of time is spent exploring their new surroundings.
Some students become so involved in social activities that they forget their
academics. While it is good to explore new surroundings and take advantage of
social opportunities, it is important that you cut out time to focus on your
studies. Some students find it helpful to spend studying time in the school
library, where they can focus without any interruption. Forming study groups
with peers from your classes can also be very helpful, as well as agreeing on a
daily “study time” with your roommates, when your dorm room will have the
atmosphere of the library.

High School vs. College: Culture :

5 If you are from anywhere other than a big city, most of your friends
are probably a lot like you. You may not all share the same personality, but the
things you consider “normal” are probably the same. You go to the same type
of restaurants as your friends. You and your friends probably share similar

ideas of what is fun to do on a Friday night. Until you get to college, it seldom

4
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occurs to you that life could be any different — until you find yourself
surrounded by hundreds of students just like you, with very different stories.
You quickly learn that “normal” simply doesn’t exist. One of the best things
about going to college is the chance to interact with a wide variety of cultures.
Students from the other side of the world and the other side of the country will
likely both be living on your dorm floor. Take advantage of this amazing
multicultural environment that you might never have access to again.

High School vs. College: Making Your Own Choices

6 When you are in high school, your parents are often there to stand
between you and temptations. Once parents are removed from the equation,
you are left with you and your choices. Just because your parents said you
cannot do something does not mean you cannot do it. However, this is where
personal choice and responsibility come in. Once you are in college in many
ways you are considered an adult. You choose how to balance your academic
and social life. You make all of your own decisions, and you are responsible
for the results. You choose whether or not you are comfortable with drinking,
drugs énd/ or sex. Remember that being an adult does not mean you need to
figure everything out by yourself. Collecting information about these and
other decisions, and’ talking to parents and friends can help you make these
important decisions. Most campuses also have counselors and health-care

workers available to provide information and a listening ear.

Words and EXpresSions SRS v PO T S0t bl

involve® . i1 vilv/ vt. to cause to become connected or concerned f#i#5 A ; to have

(901 words)

i
i

i : as a necessary part or result 75 2, £ &

! be/get involved in to take part in (an activity or a situation) 25 (3&§3l) ,
ﬁ : A G B .
* define® /di' famn/ vt. to be a feature or quality that shows exactly what sb. or sth. is
: like 7R+ BHFIE; to give the meaning of a word or idea
, : R Zheeee T RE X to explain fiff
adult® /edalt/ » n. a fully grown person or animal B4F A , i 4E 54
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occasional® /5'kcrzonl
mishap oy
option®

transition* 0 (0

. campus® /'kempss

occasionally® | 0l
figure® (101

figure out®
available® 1]
debate® |10
behavior® ||

n.;,\"y,'; r/

[nrticipti(m‘ pazitist'petfn

analysis® o ncloas

social® /500l

balance® |

motivation® '

prep. Cabbr. = versus) used to compare two different ideas,

ad.

vt.

n.

choices, etc. Hereeee FHXF .

. a program of welcoming students to campuses 30 Z 1§ 5./

#f ;2 position or direction F7 {3z , J[A]

. happening from time to time SR, NZH K
. sth. that goes wrong /NS sa slight accident 5213 25 ik

. sth. that you can choose in a particular situation A fit 4%

1E ) ; the freedom to choose IEFE (I EH H)

. the act of changing or passing from one form, state,

subject, or place to another i ¥ , #7F

. the grounds and buildings of a university or college (k2%

) 2

sometimes {f 5K b

to think (sth.) #H CGEEY))

to come to understand or discover by thinking Hfi# , 48 i

. able to be seen, had, used, etc. AJ ULEY, AT K451, AT F Y

. a discussion in which people or groups state different

opinions about a subject #fif, 118
the way of treating others, manners 7§ A7 B, 2 Ik ; the
way of acting or functioning 17 #7773 , & 3 7 X

. the process of taking part in an activity or event &1, 55

. (pl. analyses) an examination of sth. in detail in order to

understand it or explain it 434t

. connected with activities in which people meet each other

for pleasure #1:3Z ¥ ; of human society, its organization, or
quality of life 123 H)

. to (cause to) have or be given equal weight, amount,

importance, or influence (fifi) ¥ ffif; to (cause to) be
steady, esp. in a difficult position (f#) {451

. a state in which opposite or competing influences are given

equal importance or are evenly matched 3J #; a state in
which all weights and forces are evenly spread, so as to
produce a condition of steadiness - ff

. being or based on subjects that are taught to develop the

mind rather than to provide practical skills 22K [

. a feeling of enthusiasm or interest that makes you

determined to do sth. & 17,3h#l



