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I Introduction

In modern times of Harbin which was nicknamed Oriental Moscow and Oriental
Paris, Daowai is undoubtedly a unique area.

The first name of Daowai was Fuijiadian, which was originally a small fishing village
outside the Chinese Eastern Railway (CER) Zone when Russia started to built the
CER and the CER Zone in 1898. In 1905, the Qing government established a custom
administration named Binjiang Guandao (or Harbin Guandao) in Fujiadian, to deal with the
issues between Chinese government and CER Zone, and Fuijiadian gained its first official
name and became an administrative district of Qing government. Separated with the
Russian controlled CER Zone by the railway, Fujiadian and some other parts which all
located on the east of the railway line was conventionally called Daowai ( which means
outside the railway area in Chinese) , while part of the CER Zone to the west of the
railway was called Daoli ( which means inside the railway area). The two names of Daoli
and Daowai could already be seen in 1910 on the CER newspaper The Far East.

During most of the first half of 20 th century, the name Daowai was more a
geographic, conventional region concept than an officially administrative name. The
range of Daowai covered Fujiadian as the core, Baqu, Dong-sijiazi, Quanhe and Bei-
jiangyan. BinjiangTing ( quite similar to county in late Qing Dynasty), Binjiang County,
and Binjiang City were successively used as the official name of Daowvai. Even in the
period of puppet Manchukuo when Daowai was officially within the urban area of
Harbin, the administrative division names of this area were Dong-fujia District and Xi-
fujia District, not Daowai. In 1956, Daowai eventually became an official district name
in Harbin, Daowai district.

On the other hand, the name Daowai was also a concept of culture. Before
puppet Manchukuo, Daowai was controlled by Chinese government all the time
(except Baqu controlled by CER Zone), and was the defisest area where Chinese
immigrants from south of Shanhaiguan settled in Harbin. Thus Daowai became
a unique cultural area in Harbin where traditional Chinese culture was well kept.
Chinese craftsmen in this area created a sort of Sino-western blending modern
architecture which was totally different with that in the CER Zone and became
adistinctive part of modern architecture in Harbin.

Introduction
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AN INTERPRETATION OF MODERN ARCHITECTURE IN DAOWAI, HARBIN

The specific significance of modern architecture in Daowai lies in that it is not
only a matter of architecture but also a matter of culture in modern Harbin. From
the point of view of Cultural Geography and Folklore, modern architecture in Daowai
is rather distinctive in Harbin, with its diversified cultural elements, unique folk
features and liberal design whi;:h could not be only described as the word “Chinese
Baroque" .Unlike the architecture in Daoli and Nangang District with highbrow
western style, architecture in Daowai created by Chinese craftsmen shows more
popular folk characteristics in design which might be unrefined and unpresentable
or even vulgar. Yet what really make sense lies not only in architecture itself, but in
that Daowai architecture is as an outcome of Sino-western collision and integration in
modern times, and a phenomenon of Sino-western blending in north cultural fringe in
China as well.

In fact, architecture in Daowai has become a distinctively regional culture
phenomenon. The regional culture in Daowai is based on traditional Chinese culture
and characterized by Sino-western blending, meanwhile modern architecture in
Daowai is created by craftsmen and featured with modular layout of quadrangle
storied building, multi-level of Sino-western architectural blending, and garish folk
flavor. Daowai architecture is therefore the most important part of Daowai regional
culture and the most visualized cultural representation contrasting sharply with that in
the CER Zone of Harbin.

Daowai modern architecture has presented multiple aspects including the
transformation of traditional Chinese architecture, the Sino-western collision and
integration in modern times, and specific folk culture atmosphere, which are far
more beyond the analyses only on architecture. In this case, this book borrows some
concepts from relevant cultural theory of human science, such as cultural district,
cultural diffusion and cultural integration from Cultural Geography, as well as relevant
concepts from Folklore, so as to analyze and explain the cause and deep cultural
connotation of this architectural phenomenon, to explore the cultural motive behind
the buildings, thus aiming to give a more comprehensive integration of modern
architecture in Daowai.

WANG Yan
April 2018
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