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Beijing, a city which was the capital of six
dynasties, even the common alleys outside
the Forbidden City and the alleys in the town,
is deposited with countless historical books
and records. Time flying, so much romance
and literacy fades in the history; kings and
ministers, gifted scholars and beautiful ladies,
or common people and vogue vendors, were

all gone like smoke and dust, leaving only alleys

and ancient buildings in front of our eyes;

they quietly evident the once glorious past of
this city. As for this weather-beating city, the
most recalcitrant are the houses left by the
ancestors; all the stories almost happened in
these houses. Today, apart from the residences
of the childes, the gardens and temples, the old
buildings that we can see most in the capital city

are these courtyards of multiple sizes.
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Courtyard mostly in North China has always
been a traditional building (in North China,
especially retained more in Beijing and Shanxi
Province, with a few places in the south), with
thousands of years of history; according to the
research, 3,000 years ago, in Western Zhou
Dynasty, courtyards appeared, and Qishan

Feng Chu Village unearthed two an original
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courtyard of architectural monuments with two
entrances, which is the courtyard of the earliest
examples of Chinese rules. Courtyard pattern is
surrounded by an enclosed housing— “four” is
on behalf of the east, west, south and north
sides; “integration” is enclosed together from
the four corners, forming a rectangle enclosed

courtyard, named “courtyard” .
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Courtyard’s greatest attention is
the “joint” architectural design, which is
the same with the traditional Chinese “Co-
Prosperity” thinking, affecting the urban planning

and residential construction for thousands of
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In ancient China, people must follow
the ritual level of residential construction,
which, from common people on, was divided
into home, courtyard, government, mansion
and palace, home and courtyard for civilian
population, government and mansion for VIP
officials, palace for royal king. The hierarchical
is strict and cannot be over the system, which
is advocated by Confucianism “ritual” as

reflected in the National System. Many

UERRRFERIRASM . K. B FExl .
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Unigue courtyard building structure, with
doors, screen walls, decorated second gate,
gardens and other civil engineering structures
with masonry, it is not only a mansion, but also

contains a patriarchal ritual, geomancy, and

years. In the old city of Beijing, from the large
Forbidden City, medium hall firms to small
houses, are all courtyards with various volume

and space.
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officials, due to building private courtyards or
violating the regulation, were discovered and
dismissed from office or even decapitated at
once.

The famous official Zhang Juzheng in
Ming Dynasty, was accused for exceeding the
national regulations in the course of rebuilding
his ancestral home in his hometown in Hunan,

which was called “arrogation of crime” .

EFFFIXER, NEReEEMUNEERT , B
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artistic aesthetics. Hundreds of thousands of
years of cultural heritage makes it more than a
courtyard, but also an endless stretch of historic

masonry spreading traditional Chinese culture.
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The Forbidden City, as a royal residence
for several hundred years of office space, is
said to be the largest courtyard. From the stalk,
it is created by adopting the courtyard thinking.
The Forbidden City is actually a palace
courtyard by an enclosed plaza along the axis
of the courtyards off base. Beijing’s central
axis in the south is from Yongding Gate, and

in the north is to Bell and Drum Tower; the

distance is 7.5 km. And at the center of the
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o ) KMBR. IR RIIBRUGEX SIS
P E . SRRERAIRtIRLCERETIE, BN
MERANTEE, AUXFEENPOUEURE
FKAFAF SR .

Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, Side Door,
Meridian Gate, Hall of Supreme Harmony, Hall
of Preserving Harmony is on the axis along
which the city lays out. The palace courtyard
has distinct north-south axis, the buildings
along the axis are of the symmetrical layout,
reflecting the central position of the emperor
as well as the royal’s supreme order and

majesty.

AR T B R B T b A A R T X AR AR R
The Forbidden City’ s Courtyard along the North—South Axis of Symmetry Layout
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The Summer Palace also reflects the
Chinese courtyard building idea; in the east is
for the daily life of the Qing emperor and officials,
including Minister of the DPRK, Renshou Hall,
southern and northern conference rooms, a
large stage, courtyards, and so on. Courtyards
are enclosed by the veranda, which is a

typical courtyard style. As can be seen, the

constructional planning for the Forbidden

YERREXNIME, HNElkERBREBIXIRIR
IRANERIKF SR . B RIsHSERIBER.
RIDAE. PIE, B, ER[IFPAERTSR
Tix, UBEIMBRE T ZHRNERITENESH
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City and the Summer Palace emphasizes
symmetrical layout, and courtyard building
through symmetrical design also trys to reflect
the royal order and majesty. Brick building with
glazed tiles, rich red walls, comice, screen walls
and decorated doors, all take traditional Chinese
symbols and construction methods, materials
and processes to reflect the grand mansion with

luxurious Royal Grace.

B fn [ = % B oy W04 I T
Renshou Hall in the Summer Palace with Courtyard Shape
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Hall is actually a large courtyard, which is
formerly called “Big House” . In Ming and Qing
Dynasties, due to the need of official flows,
imperial examination and commodity trade, in
order to offer convenient accommodation for
some colleagues from the same nationality,
scholars who participated in the examination
and a lot of businessmen, large courtyards were

constructed or reconstructed. Hall can be used

Nz fE, DABSIRE, SOUFtEE0ESD,
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for people to eat, live, work or entertainment,
similar to the modern Beijing Office for every
province; however, the club then was built
mostly for large investors, not official property.
According to the investigation, in the middle of
Qing Dynasty, Beijing has more than 500 clubs,
most of which were scattered in the southern

part of the city.
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Huguang Guild Hall
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Anhui Guild Hall
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The history of ordinary courtyards as
houses is longer. As previously mentioned, 3,000
years ago, the structure of the courtyard was
already very clear, and the old Beijing courtyards
as houses, had become in scale during the
Liao Dynasty, developing from the Jin, Yuan
to the Ming and Qing dynasties. Nowadays,
they are the most widely used as Beijing’s

HENNERAER), HBEHNEBEEESE
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living architectural form. This accumulation
of experience on behalf of creation out of
residential buildings has formed, accompanied
by people’ s procreation and recuperation,
and gradually evolved into the traditional culture
and folklore of the carrier, becoming part of the

profound Chinese culture.
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In the past, courtyard regardless of size,
were surrounded by houses enclosed by a
rectangular courtyard, which is usually a house
of a family. The layout of courtyard buildings is
characterized by longitudinal axis of symmetry
from the north and south, facing south layout,
and each courtyard is enclosed. Simple
courtyards only possess a yard, but decent

courtyards are along the longitudinal axis plus

three or four or five yards; multiple yards are
often the house of rich families or businessmen,
and some later have evolved into Beijing’s
provincial or business clubs. The typical feature
of the courtyard is regular appearance and
symmetrical layout. The approach of its creation
plan is flexible—to larger expansion, it is palace,
mansion and hall; to the smaller contraction, it is

ordinary people’ s home.

CEET-EN
Simple Courtyard
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Complete Courtyard Model

RN EIEEHLRIZE, & EFFNE
Z5iE, NFEMBEINEMEE. MapIZEzk
THEHBIASHE. SHBILAIRKNES <. T
FRENUSREDHEMN, JLFHERAE (EXER
BFEF) EEREF. WIS, HeFRERIRI R

Beijing courtyards, with historical
changes, through the accumulation of years
of construction, from the layout to the internal
structure, exquisite decoration, have formed

a unigue atmosphere of an elegant and

12
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compact structure of Beijing’ s City style. The
courtyards now retained are dotting amongst
the alleys, which almost locate in the east and
west parts of the city (Chongwen and Xuanwu

District). Nowadays, intact courtyards with
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