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Preface

Vice Chairman of China’s International Tea—Culture Society

Wu Mengzhao
Honour Director of Chinese Poetry—Calligraphy—Painting Institute

The boundless universe

Is radiantly splendent;

The Chinese culture

Is magnificent and resplendent.

From the divine land

Comes out the Chinese tea;

Its distant source

Goes back to the legendary ruler Yandi.

Thereafter arose

Odes to and poems on tea.

They first appeared in Western Jin times,
And went into vogue in Tang times.

Many masterpieces on tea

Occured in different generations;

They still remain

Everlasting to ours.

The founding of new China

Brought out flowers a riot of color;

Art treasures come out one after another.
While tea poems present their splendour.
They are permeated with poetic fervor,
Strong and sturdy young poets are.

The great poetry

I1luminated its continuity.



Warm tea poems

Exert profound significance;

Poets unburden their hearts,

And win their readers.

Lucid and elegant words

Are with flowery fragrance;

Reciting all the poems with a cadence,
The sound lingers around the beams.

Ancient and modern poetry on tea

Forms the vast of poetic sea;

Here is a two—hundred selection

As a perfect presentation.

Various types of poetic writing

Are very much intriguing;

Poetry, calligraphy, painting and seal together
Bring out the best in each other.

Here the anthology in presentation

[s in its appearance of perfection;

[t can be both for appreciation

And for art collection.

It can spread the quintessence of Chinese culture
And present the literary world s splendour.

I write to the book the preface;

It goes to scholars for advice.

February. 2000

WiE: B E XFHL BREAFPIXRAR
(EAREHE) £
Translater: Shao Hong  Ph.D. Professor of Jinan University

Chief Editor of Journal “Zte Studv of Art History”
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