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Introduction

The Turkic language group is one of the members of the Altaic language
family. Seven ethnic groups in China such as Uyghur. Kazakh. Uzbek. Salor.
Yugur, ete. speak the Turkic language. including eight ethnic languages: Uyghur,
Kazakh., Uzbek. Tartar. Kyrgyz. Salar. Western Yugur and Tuvan.

Turkic-speaking ethnic groups began to use the Arabic alphabets to
transliterate their languages with the spread of Islam as early as the regime of Kara
Khanid Khanate. Yet such script was not popular among the rank and file and the
old Uyghur script still prevailed. As Islam spread further in the Kingdom of
Chagatai Khanate, this script became popular and was named *Chagatai”. Chagatai
script had been widely used from then to the 1920s to record the Turkic language.
The scripts used by some modern Turkic ethnic groups such as the modern
Uyghur script, the modern Kazakh script, the modern Kyrgyz script. etc. are
actually continuations of Chagatai script.

Chagatai script derives from the Arabic alphabetic written system. It
comprises 28 Arabic letters and a few auxiliary symbols., plus 4 letters borrowed
from Persian to make a total of 32 letters. It is written [rom right to left. with each

letter having various writing forms in initial. medial. {inal and isolated positions.

I

Chagatai classics took different forms. and here are some masterpieces:
A History of Rashid . also known as A History of the Moghuls of Central
Asia « was written by Mirza Haidar (full name: Mirza Muhammad Haidar Dughlat

3eg) in Kashmir in 1547, The author was a Uyghur of Yarkent Khanate living in
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West China during the Ming Dynasty. The book is divided into two volumes and
documents the 200-year history of Xinjiang and Central Asia [rom the mid-14th to
the mid-16th century.

Genealogy of the Turks. completed in 1664, is a book about the social-
political history of Khwarezm from the 16th to the first half of the 17th century.
The author was Abu al-Ghazi Bahadur.

An Introduction of Truths . also named A Gift of Truths in some copies, is a
long exhortation poem. The author Akhmad was a blind poet, mostly known as
Akhmad Yugnakiy after his hometown Yugnak. The book mainly explains the
Islamic ethies of the Turkic people. There are three extant manuscripts: version A
of Samarkand in the old Uyghur script. version B of Istanbul. a manuscript in
mixed old Uyghur and Chagatai scripts. and version C of Istanbul in Chagatai
script.,

The Book of Dede Korkut is a heroic epic collection with two extant
manuscripts. The one currently stored in the Library of Dresden. Germany bears
the title The Book of Dede Korkut and “lLanguages of Oghuz Turks” on its cover;
the other one is stored in the Library of Vatican, annotated as “Oghuz Legends of
Boghach Khan and Others”. The book was completed in about the 14th to the 15th
century.

Poetry of Love is a long love poem written by Khwarezmi, a pen name used
by the author to imply that he was a Khwarezmian or had been living in
Khwarezm. The long poem includes a preface. ten love letters, a dedication and an
epilogue. Several manuscripts are extant. Version A in Chagatai script is stored in
British Museum numbered OV. 8193, The copy was transcribed in Yazd City in
1432 (835 in Islamic calendar). with the copyist’s name and some other poems
attached at its end. Version B in Arabian script is stored in British Museum
numbered AD. 7914, This manuscript was transcribed in 1508 1509, with more
poems in Persian script forming a longer length than the [irst one. Version C in
Chagatai script was found in Rome, Italy in 1957. annotated and published by
Jaanus Ekman. Version D and E are two Chagatai fragments successively found by
the library of Istanbul, Turkey.

Codex Cumanicus 1s a linguistic manual of the Cumans written in the old

Gothic alphabets. *Cuman” was a term used by Europeans to name those Kipchak-
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speaking Turks. and it was written as “Qingcha” in Chinese history books. It was
due to the necessity of doing business and communicating with the Kipchaks that
Europeans compiled this book in Sudak of Crimea in 1303, The original manuscript
of this book is now stored in the Library of St. Mark in Venice. Italy. It has a total
of 164 pages written on both sides. marked with the words “July 11th. 1303™ on
the cover though the author and the origin remain unknown. It contains two
parts—the first one is a glossary table in Latin-Persian-Cuman together with
glossary classification, while the second part is mainly about religious contents.

A Pentaglot Dictionary is a dictionary completed approximately in 1790 with

a cross reference table of five languages—Manchu. Tibetan. Mongolian. Uyghur
and Chinese in order. The dictionary includes about 18.000 entries. There are two
kinds of phonetic notations in Manchu under Tibetan words. Phonetic notation in
Manchu also exists under Uyghur words. and thus the dictionary has 8 columns on
each page: Entry in Manchu. Tibetan Translation. Transliteration of Tibetan into
Manchu letters, Transcription of the Tibetan pronunciation in Manchu script.
Translation into Mongolian. Translation into Chagatai. Transcription of the
Chagatai pronunciation in Manchu seript and Translation into Chinese.

In addition to the above. there are still numerous Chagatai contract documents
in Xinjiang.

Most of Chagatai classics are manuscripts. Lithographic and letterpress
printing existed between the late 19th and the early 20th centuries. Most Chagatai
classics have parchment covers. and some are even pressed with patterns that

make them presentable and durable.

It

Chagatai classics are rich in content and huge in quantity. Our selected works
in Chagatai script include Medical Prescriptions. A General Introduction to
Muslim Ethics and Handbooks o[ Artisans.

Medical Prescriptions is significant to the study of traditional Uyghur
medicine. The word * Hikmét-isarif 7 appears many times in A General
Introduction to Muslim Ethics, which may be the book name or the author’s

name. This book is particularly meaninglul for the study of Islamic philosophy. as
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well as the history and culture of Islamic Uyghurs. Handbooks o f Artisans collects
a series of handbooks of farmers. butchers. barbers. weavers and shoemakers and
some prayers. This book is significant to the study of traditional Uyghur

handicraflts, language and script.
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