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Preface

Professor Eugene Clark was China University of Political Science and Law’s first
appointment of the Thousand Talents Programe Launched by the chinese government.
During his time with the College of Comparative Law, Professor Clark has made many
valuable contributions to the college, the university generally and to the wider
community.

For the College of Comparative Law Prof. Clark has developed innovative
postgraduate and undergraduate courses as exemplified by his Chinese Cyber Law in a
Comparative Law Context. He has presented seminars to faculty on how to improve
research performance. Above all, he has led by example by his publication of several
books and articles for international journals dealing with Cyber Law, Commercial and
Economic Law and Legal Education. Professor Clark has also assisted our International
Office in meetings with foreign universities, especially from North America and
Australia.

Using his experience as a senior university leader, Professor Clark has also assisted
Dean Gao with the International Conference on Comparative Law and served on the
organizing committee of the Asia Academy of Comparative Law. He has been invited to
present numerous lectures to other universities.

Reflecting his leadership in legal education, he has been appointed and served as a
member of the Australian Law Council’s Legal Education Committee, a national group
offering advice to the national body representing the legal profession in Australia.

This collection of essays exemplifies Prof. Clark’s engagement with the wider
Chinese and international communities. As an opinion columnist for China. org,
Professor Clark has been an effective intellectual force through his reflections on legal
reform, Chinese culture, the economy and community. Through his commentaries he
has contributed to public debate, informed the world about developments in China, and

in turn, introduced China to many useful ideas from the Western World.
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President Xi has mentioned that China must remain open to the world and that we
need foreign experts, such as Professor Clark, to help us continue on our path to
developing world class universities. Professor Clark has been an exemplary appointment

who has set a high standard for future foreign experts to come.

Huang Jin (##)
President

China University of Political Science and Law
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Foreword

Professor Eugene Clark is the first Distinguished Professor appointed in China
University of Political Science and Law under the national “Thousand Talents Programe”
scheme. He works in the College of Comparative Law.

During his stay here, he has been actively engaged in teaching, research and vast
varieties of activities within and beyond the college and the university. He is always
engaging, friendly, helpful and loved by everybody who knows him.

This collection of his essays as an opinion columnist for China. org reflects his
active engagement with the wider communities and his broad knowledge and views over
the Chinese legal system, culture, economy and everyday life of the Chinese people.

I am very pleased to see the collection published. It can inform the outside world
about the life and development within China, which can contribute to make the world a

better place when people know and understand more among each other.

Gao Xiang ( 5fE)
Dean, College of Comparative Law

China University of Political Science and Law
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1. Time Zones and Languages

I first came to China in 1995 as part of a China-Linkages grant awarded to the
University of Canberra Law School to support a partnership with China University of
Political Science and Law. In the course of the last 17 years it has been exciting to see
the great progress made by CUPL, Beijing and China generally. I am now honored to
have the opportunity of deeper involvement with CUPL and China as part of China’s
Thousand Talents Program.

One of those points of progress in recent years has been the rapid growth of e-
commerce and e-government. In e-commerce, witness the record volume of online
shopping that occurred on November 11. In terms of e-government, note the rapid
growth of government microblogs that facilitate not only transparency but greater
interaction between government and citizens. I will address both of these developments
in later articles.

E-commerce and e-government, however, do not occur in a vacuum. For this
reason, | start this series of articles by making two comments on recent speeches made
by General Secretary Xi Jinping who has emphasized the need for China to remain open
and engaged with the world. He has also stressed the importance of the rule of law and
need to foster a learning society.

I label these two comments: Time Zones and Languages.

Time Zones. Every country must live simultaneously in three time zones—past,
present and future. As General Secretary Xi has noted, China must remember, renew
and build upon its 5000 — year rich historical and cultural heritage. This is important not
only to China, but the world which will also benefit from this rich tradition of literature ,
culture,, medicines, architecture, music, and other areas of learning that have been part
of China’s development.

However, a society is not static, it must continue to grow and improve and this



