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JRX:

You never know when you will touch a life. You never know when a single en-
counter can lead to a decades—long friendship, to a leap across oceans, to a child
whose name carries the promise of two great countries, to this very book in your
hands.

I met Zhang Jun in 1997 when 1 was a junior diplomat stationed at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Beijing, eager to build ties of mutual understanding between my country and
China. She was an earnest writer for the movie channel at China Central Television
and had a strong curiosity to learn more about the United States. We entered a meet-
ing room as new professional contacts and departed it as kindred spirits, Our inter-
ests converged and ultimately helped her become a visiting scholar in the United
States. From there, life took its course, and this one—time Hollywood movie reviewer
from the most ancient of civilizations patiently grew roots in the New World and found
a ;;assion }or telling America’s story "Outside the Movies."

Only later did we discover that her April 11 and my April 12 birthday coincide
perfectly whenever 1 am located in her birth country and she is in mine, a kind of
shared leap day in defiance of all calendars. Only later did I discover that Zhang
Jun hails from Qufu in eastern China, the birthplace of Confucius, one of the greatest
teachers of all time. Like the great sage himself, her parents were also educators.
And like her parents, Zhang Jun has become an educator, too. 1 have been learning
from her about China and about friendship since 1997, and I consider this book to be
another text in a long line of valuable texts with roots in Qufu.

The finest storytellers about a society often come from beyond its borders. One
of the greatest observers of American life was the 19th—century French political scien-
tist Alexis de Tocqueville. His seminal Democracy in America was written after trav-
elling around the United States for just nine months. By contrast, Zhang Jun’s obser-
vations are steeped in 20 years of living in America, and she is able like few others to
go right to the heart of what it is to be an American. Her own heart indelibly Chinese,
she tells the story of her adopted country not only with the affinity of a true admirer
but also with the exacting eye of a Chinese family member who demonstrates affection

through loving criticism.
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