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PREFACE

By the general Statistics Law, promulgated in 1982, the Directorate of Statistics is authorized te
prepare annually a Statistical Report to be submitted to the National Govornme::t and publish, as
an official book of reference, a Statistical Abstract, embodying the essential materials of ths Report,
In execution of the authorization, the first Statistical Report was completed in 1988 and the first
“Statistical Abstract of the Republic of China’ was published in 1985. It contains 86 chapters with
830 tables, being a collection into one Book of materials of various kinds supplied By reports of other
Goverzment Departments and gathered from reliable sources,

With the commencemant of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937 which resulted in the scatter of govern«
ment otfices and reduction of personnel, the second Statistical Report, at the point of completion, was

held in suspension. It was then decided that in order to cope with the urgent need of the war, the

second Report should b: remodelled both in textural treat and tabular p i It was net
finished until July, 1989,

This second Abstract, the materials of which are tak 'n from the secend Statistical Report just
alluded to, has bsen further reorganized and marks a departure from its predecessor, In brief, the
fellowing features may bs noted,

1, The text and tables have been recast. Many of the unimportant materials are cast off and
chapters dealing with related subjects combined, thus keeping the framwork better balanced, Model-
ling after the yearbooks of other countries, it has besn found desirable, however, to select certain
materials from statistical publications of the League of Nations and other governments and compile
therefrom a special section on International Comparisons for the purpos: of general references. Thus

there are in total 9 chapters with 192 tables in this Abstract.

2. Only data of larger hical units are p d in most of the tables. This will ﬂh‘

&
the ials more tive of the country as a whole and not toe unwieldy for dliei*

references, Besides, it will keep the size of the Abstract within convenient limits.
8. Emptasis is placed upon yearly comparisons. Almost in every cass, whenever possible, salili
yearly ies are d, dropping eut miner features, thus reducing the data to & iGN

and keeping them in continuity with the previous jssue.

_—
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4. For the convenience of foreign readers, the text of the Abstract has been rendered bi-

linguistic: Chinese and English, It is hoped that by introducing this new feature, statistics in China can

be brought in li_ne with istics of othar tries. This will not only facilitate international compari-
sens of ltl(iz!-ﬁcs but also bring the government statistical _ormiutiana of China into a closer cnn-tmt
with similar oganizations of other countries.

All the materials in this volume have heaA carefully examined and broughbt up te date, whenever
possible. Nevertheless, it would be idle to hope that errors have been entirely avoided. With a view
to the improvement of futura editions, we shall be grateful to those whe will point out the omissions
that may have escaped notice or make suggestions with.mglrd to method of treatment.

Acknowledgments are tendered to many officers of other Government Departmetts who have helped
in the collection of data. and to those heads in charge of statistical offices who have supplied us with
materials. To maay research institutions and authorities from whom a great deal of information is
secured, we are keenly grateful.

We wish to express our deep appreciation of the valuable work performed by Mr. C. C. Tseng
of the Directorate, the Editor of the Abstract, and of the services rendered by the various persons
in his division.

T. C. Wu, Director.
J. P. Chu, Ce-Director.
Dirsctorate of Statistics, ’

Chungking, February, 1940,
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