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Our sculpture should inherit the magnificent and lively style of the Han people.

Our painting should bear the great spirit of the Tang people.
Our pattern art should succead the elegant taste of the Song people.
Let sketch be the foundation of plastic arts.

——Xu Beihong



Chen Yigian, born in 1973 in Tianjin, is a first—class artist of China, a master of arts and handicrafts.

In his early vears, Chen began to learn skills from one of the inheritors of Clay Figurine Zhang , and obtained all the
essential skills from his teacher. Then Chen studied the best painted sculptures of ancient China systematically in
Shuanglin Temple of Shanxi and Lingvan Temple of Shandong. In recent years, he has conducted a thorough research
of painted sculptures throughout history in Yugang Grottoes, Longmen Grottoes and Mogao Grottoes respectively.
After vears of hard working, Chen has learned a lot from relative fields of arts and developed “metal painted sculpture
technique” which is based on the traditional painted clay sculpture skill. This modern technique incorporates sculpture
technique and knowledge of color collocation from the west and takes such metal as gold, silver and bronze instead
of clay as the main part of the whole sculpture. As for the painted covering of sculptures, Chen has introduced the
new ink—wash painting skill, in addition to the traditional meticulous painting skill. His works consist of medal painted
sculptures and traditional painted clay sculptures.

Chen Yigian has won several important awards both at home and abroad, and he makes great contribution to cultural
exchanges among nations, and his works of The Statue of Confucius m:m Zhong Kui, The blessed of Holy Emperor
serve as important gifts during state leaders’ visits to U.S and Panama. Such works as Master Xuyun, Master Hongyi,
Martial God of Wealth, Civil God of Wealth and Authentic God of Wealth and his works album Painted Sculptures of

Chen Yigian have attracted wide attention in the society.
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Mogao Grottoes respectively, gaining a more profound understanding of the relation between sculpturing and painting.

According to Chen Yigian, ancient oriental painted sculptures are characterized by brilliant colors, smooth lines and elegant postures, such as
painted stone sculptures in Yungang and Longmen Grottoes, painted clay sculptures in Mogan Grottoes and Shguanglin Temple, painted pottery
sculptures and painted bronze sculptures (bronze—made horse carriages) in the Qin Shi Huang Terracotta Warriors and Horses Museum. Most of
the painted sculptures are magnificent in style and profound in religious and philosophical meanings, integrating with building groups and wall
paintings all around as a whole. .

However, since the popularity of literati painting, the simple and elegant artistic style gradually took hold and became the main stream, while
painted sculptures and wall painting that had prevailed were considered the work of craftsman and headed towards decline.

Chen Yiqian embraces the traditional art and artistic concepts from western world as well, jumping out of the barrier of traditional artistic
expressions, and chooses hard medals as the main part of the sculpture; as for the painting skill, he combines the traditional Chinese meticulous
painting with the ink and wash painting skill, This way of artistic expression, meeting the cultural taste of Chinese nation, is known as modern
medal—-painted sculpture skill.

Master Xuvun and Master Hongyi created by Chen Yigian have maintained both the strength softness as sculptures, in a proportion to the size
of real person. In addition, the harmonious collocation of colors has expressed the feeling of the creator to the full.

A Wholehearted Devotion to the Attainment of Great Beauty

According to many theories of Chinese painting, “the painting should please humans rather than shock them, what’ s more, it should be
thought—provoking instead of fun—making” ., so is the art of painted sculpture. For example, the statue of The Sixth Patriarch of the Zen lineage,
being instilled by its creator the deepest emotion, can cause people to reflect on the essence of life.

The responsibility of artists is not only to go into the depth of life, but to fully appreciate classics and traditions. During the creation of Master
Tanxu, Chen read carefully many books written by him, through which Chen gained a clear understanding of the path of his life and further guided
his future creation. To some extent. his works is a manifestation of spiritual values pursued by him, and a reflection on modern people values as

well.

We should try to accomplish the duty given by the life, this is where our value lies; and the value of Chen’ s painted sculptures, however,
to combine the skill with the spirit. Chen’ s works, like brass bells, keep sending out the sound of elegance and tranquility. and serve as an ideal
way to show the nobleness of sages and a longing of the author to follow their footprints.

This poem is dedicated as a conclusion to the preface:

The thought of Zen, wandering in the fragrance of purple clay,

carried away in dreams of brilliant colors and glistening medals.

Year by vear, a continuous refinement of skills,

Day by day, endless preaches of sage virtues.

Watching the carefree fish swimming in the pond,

halving a calabash to take out pulp from it,

With so much fun and pleasure,

Even magnificent is no match for such cottage full of Buddhist scriptures.



Chen Yigian is pious to the art of painted sculptures like a Buoldhist. He has been committed to the inheriance of culture. He is known to
the public as a detached artist and a great master of Chinese arts and crafts who has obtained many honorary titles. However, in the eyes of his
friends, he a diligent scholar indifferent to fame and fortune. According to him. the art of painted sculpture is a way through which he can express
his feelings and emotions, and most of his works are themed with eminent monks and sages.

A Pious Worship to Monk Xuyun

[t was eight vears ago that [ first met Chen Yigian. At that time, he was working on a sculpture of the 100—vear—old monk Xunyun and thus
coming all the way to invite me to be his model, despite the great difference in physical characters between the old monk and me:; perhaps it was
because he was informed that [ had proctised meditation in the meditation hall of Gaomin Temple, Yangzhou, where many great masters had
accomplished their practice on Buddhism. Monk Xuvun also once tried to perceive Zen in this temple.

Chen Yigian wanted to consult me about meditation postures, and in response to his sincere invitation, | dressed my gown, sitting on a
cattail hassock, and demonstrated to him two sitting postures in meditation with a zen plate. He took several photos of me and made some small
statues with clay. After that, he had been indulged in the modification of the work for quite a long time, however, the sculpture, with detailed
characterization of the cross—leg posture and folds on clothes, failed to express the peace and stillness in Xuyun when he was deep in Samadhi.

In order to make the work perfect, Chen Yigian visited Gaomin Temple, it was not long after his return that Monk Xuyun’ s Statue was
finally completed. When vou are standing in front of this great work, what amaze you and or even take your breath away is not only the skillful
utilization of techniques, but also the spirituality of the work. The unique technique of metal painted sculpture which was invented by him breaks
the barrier of traditional clay sculpture and brings this ancient art into a whole new horizon.

A Deep Attachment to Dharma

Chen Yigian is a devout Buddhist and has a good knowledge of Chinese history and literature. He likes to play the record of Diamond Sutra or
The Sixth Patriarch's Platform Sutra during his work. Being immersed in the voice of wisdom, he retires himself in this tiny corner from secular
troubles outside.

One day, Chen Yigian proposed to learn the Buddhist meditation from me, [ supposed he wanted to grasp the manner and expression of
Arharts, since he was then busy preparing the sculpture series of The Eighteen Arhats, and | taught him the basic points of Vairocana sitting
postures. :

In addition. [ recommended to him the Buddhist classic Fazhuji, which has a detailed description of Arhats. According to this book, “Arharts—
with mystic power—live in the mortal world,”™ -+ and “they went to accept offerings on the alms—giving gathering, and disguised themselves as
immortals and secretly accepted offerings from alms givers and guaranteed them good karma.

Taking my recommendation, Chen Yigian decided to collect some materials about the great alms—giving gatherings. He visited respectively
Mount Wutai in Shanxi province and Huangmeisizu Temple in Hubei province with a camera in hand. During his visits, he took chances to learn

principles of meditation and many Buddhist classics. A deep attachment of Dhama has brought something into his works, and his sculpture series

The Eighteen Arhats—with delicate collocation of colors—well interpret the image of saints, which is vivid and lifelike, and more importantly,
is endowed with profound spirituality. All these sculptures are modeled after real man, however, they look more lively and touch us even more,
which is the charm of Chen’ s works.

An Incessant _:53423.@_: on the Artistic Expression

Traditional painted sculpture is an independent art form. Chen Yigian learned painted sculpture techniques of Clay Figurine Zhang during his

early vears: later, he practiced his skills by imitating painted sculptures in the Shuanglin Temple of Shanxi province, Jade Emperor Temple, and
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Painted Confucius Statue, A colorful world

Confucius is born in 551 B.C.. and he is considered a spokesman for Chinese culture. Because of his great
devotion to the collection and teaching of ancient classics, the 2000-year Chinese civilization prior to him has a
chance to be preserved and broadened.

Confucius was determined to be a scholar when he was 15; at 27, he began to start a school, and then became
a government official in the Lu State at the age of 51. From 55 to 68, he had been travelling different states
and advocating the policy of “benevolent rule of virtue” , hoping to build a world of universal harmony
immersed in rite and music culture. At 68, he returned to his motherland, and was honored as “the state
elder” . From then on, he was absorbed in collating ancient books, editing The Book of Songs, The Book
History, revitalizing rite and music culture, interpreting The book of Changes, and organizing The Spring
and Autumn Annals. At the same time, he still kept an eye on teaching students until he died at 73 years old,
fostering many talents.

Confucianism, thoughts and sayings of Confucius, have fully prepared for the flourish of Chinese culture in
days to come, particularly for that of the brilliant and prosperous Han and Tang Dynasties, and laid a solid
theoretic foundation for the edification in rites and music. For 200 vears, the concept of Confucianism has gone
deep down into the hearts and souls of the Chinese. According to Dr. Toynbee, a famous British historian, “only
Confucianism and Mahayana Buddhism can save human society in 21st century” , which shows the great
influence of Confucianism on later generations.

Most Confucius statues around the world have imposed us a feeling of sternness because of the gray color of
statues, while Chen Yigian creatively utilizes the technique of medal-painted sculpture and makes the statue of
Confucius colorful and vivid.

The statue of Confucius made by Chen remains the authentic image of Confucius, who is characterized by a
strong body built and soft facial features, folding his hands in front of his chest, like an amiable and modest old
man.

The statue is themed with the color of blue, with white undergown and a complexion of red ochre. The chiseled
face, the straight nose, the wrinkled forehead, and clearly visible whisker lines, all of which are combined to
vividly create an image of learned scholars.

Someone says that Confucius in our hearts is gray, but Chen Yigian has endowed the image of Confucius with a
world of colors, The statue of Confucius made by Mr. Chen not only maintains a deep sense of history, but also

is marked by features of the era.
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