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foreword
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HIRIR,

Bl &

Barcelona, Vancouver, Lyon and Bienne all show
how the quality of public spaces can contribute
decisively to a positive image of the city, both for
its citizens and for its visitors. All too often the city
keeps its qualities of protection, comfort, hospitality,
harmony and personality hidden inside its private
spaces, whilst the public space serves essentially
the city's logistical and fraffic needs.

The work of Atelier Villes & Paysages is entirely
structured around the search for generosity and
openness — both creative and pragmatic - in the
development of all spaces devoted to communal
life, whether on the scale of a whole city, or to that
of its components parts i.e. neighbourhoods, or more
simply places for walking or recreation.

Landscape architects, town planners, architects,
academics... Thankstothe diverse and complementary
backgrounds of the people who make up its teams,
Atelier Villes & Paysages is able to approach urban
and land-use solutions with pragmatism, coherence
and sensitivity. This feam ethos is well suited for
reacting to the now universal imperative of
sustainable development. A heightened sensitivity
to the spirit of the place, with attention paid to its
uses and careful choice of appropriate engineered
technical solutions, structures our work and the
frademark of Atelier Villes & Paysages.
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The 12-hectare Thur Riverside Park in Cernay stretches
along the river and is part of a residential ZAC (Zone
d'Aménagement Concerté — Comprehensive
Development Zone) still under construction. In the
west the riverside park, which links with the Espace
Grin, the sports field and the old fown, invites
visitors to stroll and contemplate the landscape. Its
central part forms a vast public space that is lively
and open, designed for community activities.

The creation of large terraces has turned the park
into a link between the water and the housing.
In the east, the Thur gardens provides more
intimate and natural areas: some are designed
for children to explore and discover; others for
quiet walks.
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Five “nasses" have been created in this natural
setting. They are large wooden structures made
from woven willow that evoke the temples,
bandstands and other follies found in historic parks.
They look like large baskets (inspired by fish traps
that used to be placed in rivers and streams, in
the same way as lobster pots), rising vertically
from the ground and placed along the pathways
of the park. Each has a different theme and a
different function. You can plan your visit using
the orientatfion table in the “welcome" nasse,
admire the “land art” nasse, a kind of large pot
with a free growing out of it, sit and talk or picnic
on the wooden bench in the shade of the "salon”
nasse, watch the flow of the rainwater collected
by the huge funnel of the “well" nasse and, finally,
climb up high to discover part of the collection of
willows in the “belvedere” nasse.
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The Moniteur Urban Development Trophies 2009
“Cities of 10,000 fo 50,000 inhabitants" category

Marianne d’Or 2009

Innovation Trophy 2010

nvironment and Quality of Life" category
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