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Preface 1

Thoughts from Practice

Cheng Taining

Academy of Engineering,China

Since the ancient times, numbers of famous sayings have been created by scholars
and architects from various ages. As time goes on, some of the sayings have been
forgotten gradually, however, another ones have deeply touched us and even today
still in our mind. The ones, as ‘less is more,” and ‘form follows function’ that truly
summarize the concise and rational spirit of western modern architecture, were
unforgettable. The organic concept, as in “all the parts must be related to the whole” by
Frank Lloyd Wright, let many architects know exactly what they are doing. More people
have been aspired by the sayings and speeches about lighting from Le Corbusier,
Louis |. Kahn, and so on... All these quotes that condensate the exploration and
thoughts of masters in their creating are the valuable treasure and worth us learning
and thinking with devout attitude.

As | said before, meanwhile, “even masters can only congize architecture from a
certain angle in a certain period of time. It is impossible for us to address each and
every changes in the world by just taking a glimpse on it.” There is no permanent
theory or golden laws and precious rules in architecture. Each famous saying have
been unique but limited for each architect have their own individual point of view, at the
same time, architecture has been a field of polysemy, vague and temporal spirit. All
these characters let us pursue and congize architecture always. So, for the statement
of the certain angle on famous sayings we don’t mean the depreciating value, on
the contrary, the insights of the sayings assist us to analyse and control architecture
through various sides. The opinions and insights of the sayings collected in this book
have been different, even mutual contradiction. And the editors, | think, just want to
show us the ‘difference’ and encourage us to create our own point of view through
comparing and considering the opinions to know more about architecture.

Obviously, avoiding the clamor and fickleness, the editors have put great time and
energy on this book, starting from ‘foundation work’ of architecture. That is real help to

architects indeed both domestically and overseas.

| feel deep respectful to them.
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Preface 2

The Mirror of Architect

Meng Jianmin
Academy of Engineering,China

It's really fortunate for me, as one of the first generation of architectural students after
the Great Cultural Revolution, getting a chance listening to lecture by professor Yang
TingBao, one of the founders of Modern Chinese Architecture. Shortly after | entered
the Southeast University, | became a student of a group of excellent teachers headed
by Professor Yang. | still remembered by Professor Yang's famous thought “Everything
could become knowledge when keeping your eyes open” , which has became the
motto for us late generation Chinese architects in their growing—up.

The famous thoughts of great masters are counted as the beacon light for our studying
and working later, “Ornament is a crime” by Alolf Loos taught me to keep a starting point
of functionalism when design any project; “less is more” by Mies Verde Rohn told us
to concentrate on the essence of design instead of unnecessary items; “the paper was
invented to draw by architecture, however, most architects misuse it” by Alvar Aalto actually
suggested us that we should think deeply, meanwhile to practice more!

Later on more mottos we got to know, such as Venturi's “the contradiction and
complexity in architecture” , Koolhaas's “more is more” , Foster's “technology is
more” , and Murcutt’s “touch this earth lightly” . We asked ourselves frequently:
What architecture is? What design is? What the essence of more and less is?

We are catching up with Chinese great construction. Fortunately endless design
projects we met, unfortunately, however, no time to think with us. In the era of
materialistic, information explosion and surplus goods, we couldn’t help following the
economic trend, pursuing the science and technology, and running after the expansion
of human desire... however, history is often remembered by us, context is frequently
crossed our mind, and countryside scene full of poetry and harmony with nature is often
flashed in front of our eyes... | feel lost in these thoughts.
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My eyes lights up at once when | got the manuscript from professor Fang Hai, my
senior schoolfellow. These thoughts earliest collected by Esa Piironen, a Finnish
master architect, during 50 years through all kind of chance, and most of them record
talking with greatest architects and designers around the world directly. The original
version with English and Finnish published in Europe has been accepted warmly, and
became the necessary book for Europe architects. Re—edited version with English and
Chinese was be collected by professor Fang Hai, Mrs. Dong FangTan and Mr. Piironen
recently.

For contemporary Chinese architects, several hundred of famous thoughts like a mirror.
Facing enormous projects and feeling confused, these thoughts could provide us with
inspiration; Facing too many projects and running them endlessly, they would keep us
calm; when we start to think and pursue related research, they could bring us the clues
of thinking. This book, | believe, will gather strength and enlightenment for us.

I can’t help reminding that “stones from other hills may serve to polish the jade of this
one.”

Let us enjoy it as my preface!
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Guide

The Charm of “the Famous Sayings”

Fang Hai

| believe, most of people know the charm of “famous thoughts” , and have
experienced their power. From the beginning of life enlightenment, we actually already
have been living in the radiation of famous thoughts. “The meal in a dish, hardship is
in every food—grain” make us know the truth of saving food since childhood; “A young
idler, an old beggar” told us the importance to value time; “Have more if get up early,
and late nothing” , could make the younger generation form diligent habits since their
childhood, no matter how much science rationality has. Later on we began to read “ The
Goethe Maxims” “Bacon Talking About Life”, to extracted “Einstein’s view of life” “ The
Story Of Madame Curie” and “How Did Edison to Think” . Moreover, we read widely
all kinds of “Quotes by Famous People” . “Three Days to See” by Helen Keller “ The
Flowers of Evil" by Charles Baudelaire, “Love and Raw Misery” by Schopenhauer,
“Thus Spoke Zarathustra” by Nietzsche, “Human Life” by Takekoji Miatsushi, “ The
Human of Stars” by Weasley Finn Zweig, and so on. Clearly, we grow up under all
kinds of famous thoughts. :

Each field has its own wisdom. In a great extent, they can push all industries forward
in a healthy direction. A few words by masters, on many occasions, would become the
beacon light to inspire later—-comers thoughts and acts from multi-level. A common
study experience of Frank Gehryt, the famous architect, formed the wonderful note of
this inspiring pattern. About ten years ago in Helsinki, Frank Gehry who had reached the
peak in his career was invited to give a lecture in the annual meeting of Finnish Architects
Society. Then a journalist asked him how to create unique in architecture? Thus Gehry
told the following story.

1 would like to listen to lectures here and there for seeking the career goal when | was
young and studying. Once | went in for it when | heard a young professor from MIT
would hold a lecture. This professor who was late that day is Alvar Aalto, coming from
Finland, brought a very odd chair named Pamiao Chair. It is noted for design in design
histbry later but not well-known at that time. Starting from the Pamiao Chair made of
laminated plywood which he studied many years, Aalto expressed what the design
idea of humanism function led the world trend in design later. Functionalism ideas of
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Northern Europe | didn’t understand at the time, but the two wisdoms by Aalto impressed
me deeply all my life. Firstly the real high—quality of modern design follow humanized
material. Secondly design idea of International, Square Box, is not perfect. Meanwhile,
curve element is the most attractive usually. They become the thinking origin in my career
of architectural design later.”

Esa Piironen, as the chief author of this book, is the typical Finnish architect. Except his
achievements in professional career, Piironen used to take all kinds of opportunity to
interview wildly and record what he learned all the time, then the personality characters
of Finland contemporary architects—diligent and rigorous was reflected from one side
after this book was collected and compiled step by step. With the development of modern
architecture around the world in the 20th century, Finland is considered as one of the
most successful examples and is well-known widely for high quality on building, as well
as being regarded as the typical example of successful harmonious society. Esa Piironen
is one of Finnish architects who pushed Finnish architecture into top level of the world.
It is fairly important for such example of good architect with diligence and studiousness,
both in Finland and other developed countries.

Jyvaskyla, the beautiful city in Central Finland, is called Aalto city where every year
“Aalto International Architecture, design and research Symposium” hosted by the
municipal government and Finland academy of architecture is held. Theme for this year
is “Architecture and Craft Art” . Just as before, many masters from all around the world
displayed their professional accomplishments with academic reports and exhibitions.
However, special feature for this year's symposium is that no architect stars, such as
the Pritizker Prize owner, but all speakers showed their design activities with the same
wonderful power, even more visually stunning, attracting participants more than four
hundred. For all this, in the crowd of auditorium, when | saw the two masters Glenn
Murcutt, the owner of the Pritzker Prize and Juhani Pallasmaa, the chairman of the
Pritzker Prize Jury, | still asked the stupid question, “Would your have a speech? Since
| don’t see your name in forum program.”
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Professor Pallasmaa told me he would like to take part in all kinds of forum full of
thoughts with his modesty as usual, and the main purpose is to meet new and old friends,
as well as absorbing the academic nutrient. Pallasmaa, clearly, is not only an outstanding
architectural master, but also specialist and scholar with many works, and one of the
most influential critics of architecture. He used to be the university president, the curator
of national museum, the full-time and visiting professor, so it is unthinkable for common
people how did he use time to write more than 40 academic works and 500 articles.
However Pallasmaa said that “all depend on many friends, and record friends' famous
thoughts by heart and eyes as well as hands” .

The second day of symposium, Glenn Murcutt who lived in the same hotel talked with me
when we had a breakfast together. | have lived and worked in Europe for many years, but
| still was surprised by Murcutt as a famous master came here and listened to the lectures
with his own expense. Peers knew professor Murcutt was fond of Finnish design deeply,
and only use furniture products and lamps by two Finnish masters—Alvar Aalto and Yrjo
Kukkapuro. Meanwhile, Murcutt has been the chief agent of Kukkapuro's products in
Australia for many years.

Murcutt told me seriously and sincerely that he would like to hear the fresh voices from
younger generation, although with such business background, because the development
would take the older generation out and bring the younger in. The most effective way of
delaying aging, however, is to concern on the younger as much as possible and to catch up
with their pace. The diligence and the desire of studying made Murcutt's mentality younger,
as well as keeping the super memory, because he actually mentioned that he talked over the
problems of “the Chinesism design” and “the spirit of craftsmanship” with the writer when
he attended the Doctoral Dissertation Defense of the author in Helsinki 10 years before. So |
remembered his famous thought “Building should respond to the conditions. We should be
able to operate a house like making a sailing boat.” This word emphasize “the spirit of crafts”
in the human design development from a special view. Meanwhile, “ Touch this earth lightly”
is better—known from Murcutt.
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