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Abstract

Since 2017, the world economy has shown a good recovery in a
comprehensive manner. International trade and investment have picked up and
commodity demand has been increasing. China’s domestic economy has generally
been operating stably, and its economic structure has been continuously optimized.
China’s imports and exports have reversed the previous two consecutive years of
decline. According to China Customs’ statistics, China’s total value of imports and
exports in 2017 was US $ 4. 1 trillion, an increase of 14. 2% year-on-year. China’s
position as one of the major countries of trade in goods has been further stabilized.

Foreign trade is an important driver of Chinese economy and plays a
significant role in economic growth, industrial upgrading, job creation and tax
increases. During the past four decades, the pattern of China’s foreign trade has
undergone fundamental changes. Since 18th CPC National Congress, China has
introduced a series of policies and measures to promote the healthy development of
foreign trade and vigorously optimize the market layout, domestic regional
distribution, commodity structure and trade modes. Chinese government has been
making great efforts to accelerate the transformation of foreign trade, create better
business environment and help to reduce the cost. 19th CPC National Congress
turther proposed that China will promote further and deeper opening up to the
world and the construction of a stronger trade country, marking a new chapter of
China’s foreign trade.

Since the beginning of 2018, trade frictions between China and the United
States have attracted a lot of attention and the whole world is increasingly
concerned about the trend of trade protectionism and anti-globalization. The
development of China’s foreign trade is significant for China’s economic growth
and vital for the future of world’s economic development.

This book 1s dedicated to the 40th anniversary of China’s Reform and
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Opening, in which we review the achievements and challenges of China’s foreign
trade, and analyze China’s foreign trade policy, commodity structure, regional
layout and trade partnerships based on statistical data. It is a good reference for
policy makers, international business people as well as the researchers of

international economic and political relations.

Keywords: China Foreign Trade; Trade in Goods; Trade in Service
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