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All of the statements and results contained in this book have been compiled by the authors
and are to the best of their knowledge correct and have been checked by the Research
Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) and IFOAM - Organics International. However,
the possibility of mistakes cannot be ruled out entirely. Therefore, the editors, authors, and
publishers are not subject to any obligation and make no guarantees whatsoever regarding
any of the statements or results in this work; neither do they accept responsibility or
liability for any possible mistakes, nor for any consequences of actions taken by readers
based on statements or advice contained therein.

Authors are responsible for the content of their own articles. Their opinions do not
necessarily express the views FiBL or IFOAM - Organics International.

This document has been produced with the support of the International Trade Centre (ITC),
the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), and NiirnbergMesse. The views
expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinions of ITC, SECO, or

NirnbergMesse.

Should corrections and updates become necessary, they will be published at www.organic-
world.net.

This book is available for download at http://www.organic-world.net/yearbook/
yearbook-2018.html.

Any enquiries regarding this book and its contents should be sent to Julia Lernoud and
Helga Willer, FiBL, Ackerstrasse 113, 5070 Frick, Switzerland, e-mail julia.lernoud@fibl.

org and helga.willer@fibl.org.

Please quote articles from this book individually with name(s) of author(s) and title of
article. The same applies to the tables: Please quote source, title of table and then the
overall report. The whole report should be cited as:

Willer, Helga and Julia Lernoud (Eds.) (2018): The World of Organic Agriculture. Statistics
and Emerging Trends 2018. Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), Frick, and
IFOAM - Organics International, Bonn.
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Forword from FiBL

We would like to thank Organic and Beyond for their efforts to translate the yearbook
“The World of Organic Agriculture” for the 7th time. This way the study is reaching a
wide audience and contribute to the promotion of organic agriculture worldwide.

China is an organic market with continued growth of area and retail sales. Currently,
China has the fourth largest market for organic food and beverages worldwide, and it has
the third largest organic area.

We would like to thank our partners in China, without whom we would not be able
to report the latest trends in the country:Maohua Wang of Certification and Accreditation
Administration of the People’s Republic of China (CNCA ) ,Yuhui Qiao from the
China Agricultural University, and Zejiang Zhou, President of IFOAM Asia. Furthermore,
we would like to thank our funders, the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs
(SECO), the International Trade Centre (ITC), NiirnbergMesse, and IFOAM - Organics
International, who have been supporting the global data collection over the last years.

Data collection is a major and constant concern of the Research Institute of Organic
Agriculture (FiBL). The comprehensive data provided in this publication serve as a
valuable tool for stakeholders, policy makers, authorities, and the industry, as well as for
researchers and extension professionals. The data and information compiled in this volume
document the latest statistics, recent developments, and trends in global organic farming.

We maintain our FiBL statistics website (statistics.fibl.org), where key data are
available as interactive tables and our Organic-World.net website, where all editions of

“The World of Organic Agriculture” can be downloaded, where further information, such
as maps, presentations, etc., can be found. Furthermore, the news section of the website
offers information about major developments in the field of organic agriculture, and via
our Twitter account at www.twitter.com/FiBLStatistics, we keep our readers informed

about the latest data on organic farming.

Helga Willer and Julia Lernoud
FiBL, Frick, Switzerland
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