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Recommendation Preface 2

Conceptualizing and modeling the characteristic towns
development to win the 2020 challenge

Anne Mione, University Full Professor,

University of Montpelier, France

In the past 30 years, China has undergone great changes, especially in
the economic aspect, which has attracted the attention from all over the
world. Nowadays, China faces new challenges related to environmental
issues and we observe how it engages into new models to manage
demography, economy and sustainable development. In this context, it's
my great pleasure to see Dr. Liu Haibin from University of Montpelier
tackling such ambitious issue. He provides a conceptual approach on the
territory planning and makes recommendations on organizing the
development process of characteristics towns. His book proposes a
profound study on the policy of characteristic towns in China and offers to
identify different perspectives and thoughts on the policy research of
characteristic towns in China. It is unique: not only its objective is
ambitious but also it is anchored in different economic and strategic

theories, such as value chain, value net, competitiveness, cooperation and
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coopetition that he implements on global territory management. It is
original because he addresses to different targets such as government
planners, company directors, urbanists, financial experts, citizens and all
type stakeholders that are concerned by a town development, It is personal
because it is equilibrated between conceptualization and practice and bases
on Liu Haibin’s experience of an expert in this field for fifteen years.
Finally, it constitutes a determinant contribution for the very soon future.

Indeed, the development of urbanization in China is an important part
of China’s economic development; especially the population migration to
cities has accelerated the development of urbanization., In the past
historical process, China’s urbanization rate has been increasing rapidly,
which greatly narrowed its gap with the development with the United
States, the United Kingdom and Germany. However, in the process of
development, problems such as sustainable development arose.

As China’s economic growth slows down, China’s reform has entered
a new stage. To transform the industrial structure and strengthen the
domestic economic power through the economic power of urbanization have
become an important road for China’s economic development.
Characteristic town, as an important policy of China’s development, is an
important research goal as well as a complex research issue. The research
on characteristic town involves many factors including industrial structure,
financial capital, and ecological environment. Due to the heavy capital
advance, as Dr. Liu Haibin put it, the possibility of “gray rhinoceros” and
“red swan” events will be greatly enhanced.

Facing the problems that might occur, he suggests to start from the
formation of the characteristic town and its growth factors. 1 am delighted
to see Dr. Liu starts from the basic economic issues and takes the four
basic elements, namely natural resources, labor, land, and capital system
as the basis for the research on characteristic town. His value generation

and the constructed value chain system effectively connect political
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economics, urban economics, industrial economics and other disciplines.
Seeking the growth path of characteristic towns through the perspective of
interest conflict is both innovative and inclusive.

From preface, introduction to the five chapters, we can see clearly
that the value generation and growth are the core of this book, and with
value chain as a tool, the factors of the characteristic town are connected
effectively. This is creative. His creation does not lie in the simple
construction of value chains, but rather the connection through the internal
and external factors of value generation. The first is the connection of the
value chain of the characteristic town. Although the value chain extension
will deepen the global value chain and national value chain, according to
the core mechanism of the formation of cities and towns, Dr. Liu
highlights the two interrelated and interdependent value factors, namely
industrial value chain and value chain. He tries to find the breakthrough
point of the characteristic town through such value factors. Most
importantly, he deeply explores the internal factors of characteristic towns
through innovation and entrepreneurship. This is the study on the internal
factors of characteristic towns, which is an innovation of methodology for
characteristic towns. In fact, the characteristic town itself is an innovative
product of the era and an important path of China’s urbanization
development.

The great feature of this book is its practicability. It can serve as a
reference for the government policy making and implementation of the
characteristic towns, and can also act as a behavioral guide for the
construction of characteristic towns by enterprises. The focus of the book
is the formation and application of the core elements of the characteristic
town formed by the value chain., It is not a simple policy analysis and
application. The construction and operation of characteristic towns show
the interdisciplinary feature. The research on characteristic towns in China

involves many in — depth issues in the Chinese policy making, such as
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“issues concerning agriculture, countryside and farmers” and “population
migration”. Of course, the deepening in the policies for these issues also
provides a follow—up policy reserve and driving force for the development
of urbanization in China. Focusing on characteristic towns through value
chain means to optimize the value growth through policy level, regional
economic level, and enterprise level so as to find the effective path to
increase the value. Undoubtedly, this book has made in—depth thinking
innovation and bold exploration for the deep industrial problems and
urbanization development of the characteristic towns.

Characteristic towns should be paid close attention to by scholars
across the globe who study urban economy and structural economy,
especially those who make in— depth study on the economic development
and industrial development of developing countries. Many countries in the
world, especially some Asian and African countries are still relatively
backward in economy. In addition to the “Keynesian” economic stimulus,
the value chain conflict should also be studied to find the drivers and
factors of economic development, and to effectively prevent the impact of
inflation on the economy. In fact, this is similar to the author’s method of
studying characteristic towns in China. Especially in the face of the value
conflict between government and enterprise, it is necessary to find the
breakthrough to the common development through effective value
coopetition, One of the contributions of this book is through the study of
characteristic towns, to mine the characteristics of regional economy in
depth, so that people can know, master and use the coordinated
development of industrial structure and urban structure. This is the real
value of the book.

When I talked with the author about this book, he also expressed
some regret, After all, due to time constrains, there are some limitations
in the study on characteristic towns in China. For example, problems like

the saturation of the core industries in characteristic towns, as well as the
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transformation factors and ways of the characteristic towns all need deep
thinking in both theory and practice. Meanwhile, the study on internal
drivers like innovation and entrepreneurship in characteristic towns stay
too much on theoretical thinking, and the analysis on risk control of
characteristic towns is insufficient, all of which may be the author’s
regret. However, I believe in the future more theorists and practitioners
will make more efforts in these areas. I hope this book can be reprinted so
that its problems can be improved, understanding errors can be corrected,
the use of books can be optimized. 1 sincerely hope that the author as well
as the readers can find the value in the development trend of the

characteristic towns, enjoy happiness and obtain wealth.

i

December 2017
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