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Preface

Daxing’anling is a very special region of China in the extreme north-
east. This is China’s largest continuous forest covering a landscape of
190,000 sq. km. divided between the two provinces of Nei Menggu
and Heilongjiang. The landscape is a mosaic of larch forests draining
in different directions into the arched bend of the Hellong]lang river.

rivers Valleys form swampy wetlands and drier areas of ;
have been converted mtq farmlagnd,

the landscape is essentially very.green and very Wlld Daxmg anhng
has become a paradise“for animals. This vast expanse of land is the
home for various rare birds and animals, such as red deer, reindeer,
moose, elk, deer, and brown bear. Legends about animals and humanS‘
are still being téld today 5



This book is a product of ‘Strengthening the management Effective-
ness of the Protected Area Network in the Daxing’anling Landscape’.
I have had the pleasure to see the project aims to.strengthen the
management of protected areas in the region,but;edueati()n is an
important component of this objéctive. I have had the pleasure to

serve as technical advisor to this project and made several visits to
this beautiful part of China. I hope this small collection of stories can
convey some of my own fascination as well as capture. ‘éqine of the
disappearing links between Daxing’anling’s indigenous people and
their natural heritage.

~ John MacKinnon



Lo i

e ARE T RKRIS
How the Reindeer Came to Daxing’anling ............................. R TR R
1RREE Bfﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ/\
The Relationship* 3 ? " ieBvenkis - -

KRR
“The Otters That HUnt'U_ ider he

&&Rﬁge for Ch1

SRsSEHE %ﬁ

JIEFNSERE §

&

*ﬁﬁié*“‘%ﬂ%}ﬁi%’]ﬂ% . ‘
Pine Shaots for Brealﬁ sta Capercallhe Story ‘

=R L R

ENLS

The Curious Life
ﬁDﬁb‘?&P?ﬁ)‘(ﬁ <==<H
How You Can He »

‘5




S ARE T AKZIE
How the Reindeer Came to Daxing’anling
RS SRS
The Relatio&ghip “
W?ﬁawim*

.

EFIsRRE &
The Fox and the GQQG%&O ..........

HaZF A x%snaﬁz;% x

How You Can Hg;‘ :

A "
i \




DIREE 2K B ¥ Ry

AMEEMM B RATRE R SR E, BRI YR EE & — E N
Vet K, BB RO BRI EN TR MEEEIE, RAMW
TER M A RAEHFEI A W FIE: "B AR SRR AT E X
B2 B AR A A AN, WEZEKAT , IR
YRR ET o




'How the Reindeer Came to”Eaxin@"a}{liﬁﬁ?
\ i £\ | /| : g
\ | \f}s Little Aodt Wﬁtcﬁedf from her canvas tmft{ the small household herd of
\ réiedeer hl.)d{llgd around a smoldering fire, flicking away the trofiblesome flies
. /hth;pt‘ tried to bite them/She wondered how it had all begun and suddenly asked

i

r uncl
“Uncle! Where did the reindeer come from?”’

Uncle Mao Xie looked fondly at his niece. She was really growing up so he
decided to tell her the full story.
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About 4000 years ago, the inhabitants of the Altai Mountains in northwest
of China first domesticated the reindeer. Or did the reindeer domesticate
man? For indeed humans never trained the gentle reindeer to live in a fenced
area. The only way to live with a herd of reindeer is to follow them as they
migrate across the wide landscape in permanent search for the delicate and
slow growing lichens that form their preferred food and in the summer
months in a desperate attempt to find cool shady places without too many
biting flies.

By staying near the camp fires of early man, the reindeer escaped the flies
and remained safe from the wolves and bears that would prey on them in
the wild forests. By tending for the reindeer, people discovered they could
get a whole range of useful products—milk, occasional meat, useful skins,
_leather, bones and horn whenever a reindeer died. Moreover by taming the
deer, men found they could use the animals to carry goods, even children or
pull snow sleighs.

Reindeer discovered man and man found a good friend in the reindeer.

With the aid of their reindeer friends, man discovered they could now
inhabit the vast northern forests of Siberia and Europe where agriculture
was not possible and alliance with reindeer was the only way to survive.

And so over the centuries, reindeer helped humans to spread further north
and east and west—from Finland in the west to Siberia and northeast of
China in the east. And with the reindeer culture spread also the ancient
shaman religions of north Asia—the wigwam tents, the totem poles, the
leather drums, decorative feathers and belief in a cosmos of spirits and
demons. Shamans (Who also plays the role of a tribal pharmacist) could
communicate with these spirits and helped the people make big decisions
about where to settle and how to avoid diseases of both people and their
deer.

One such people are our own ancestors the Evenki that still live in parts of
Daxing’anling and still to this day retain herds of reindeer and a memory of
their ancient past.
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Ma Ni De, Aodu’s 78 years old grandmother joined into the narrative. She i,
explained that in her childhood there was no border between Russia and China

and in those days the Evenki with their reindeer wandered freely between the

two countries. Sure there is the great Heilong River that now separates wo
countries. But the upper reaches such as Erguna river figeze«o

the reindeers could simply walk across.
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Maybe in older times the reindeer was a wild animal in Daxing’anling, but
today they remain only in the herds of the Evenkis or as occasional feral escapes
that prefer to try their luck alone in the wild.

Whilst stone-age carvings on rocks and cliffs show pictures of the ancestors of
Evenki hunting red deer and ibex with bows and arrows, but they never needed
to hunt the reindeer. Because they discovered they were more use alive as
partners.

Uncle Mao Xie continued his story.

There are several reasons why reindeer are so special. Firstly they are naturally

quite tame and gentle. The males do not have great battles over the females and
unlike all other deer the females of the reindeer have large antlers almost as big
gas the males.
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