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PREFACE

Over six years of my twenty-six-year life, I have been
fascinated with the United Nations (UN) . He is more than
seventy years old but forever young in my heart, witnessing my
growing up and making progress.

My journey with the UN experience began as a researcher
when 1 was a junior in Peking University. , as well as my
passionate young friends initiated a research project in late 2011. It
gave an overview of the state of China’s UN research, which we
dissected in three parts, by institute, by scholar, and by literature.
This initial research project won the First Prize in the Peking
University Challenge Cup Academic Competition, and the paper
was published. During the research time, we interviewed scholars
and officials who were present at important moments of China’s
diplomatic history. After these personal interactions, my passion
for academic research was kindled, and I was more curious and

eager to work in the UN.



My relationship with the UN grew as a practitioner. I had two
internship experiences in the UN system; one was with the UN
Volunteers China Office in Beijing in 2013, and the other was
with Office of Human Resources Management at the UN
Secretariat in New York in 2015. While working at the offices on
a daily basis, I learnt a lot and acquired deeper understanding of
the organization. Its core values, integrity, professionalism and
respect for diversity are now firmly entrenched in my work
ethic. In addition, T've kept my passion for research. I conducted
many interviews in the UN circle in New York regarding the
subject on Women, Peace and Security, Peacebuilding and
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) . Those interviewers
inspired me to immerse myself in Peace Studies from then on. I
was fortunate to be in a position of being a researcher and as well,
a practitioner.

Now I serve as a global citizen with the UN.I became a
messenger of the UN when I convinced my families and friends in
support of SDG in daily life, and when I gave lectures and
encouraged more peers to work for the world The ideas and
practices of the UN are disseminated by global citizens like me
who are committed to a sense of belonging to a broader
community and common humanity.

My thoughts and reflections on six years of involvement with
the UN as a practitioner, a researcher and a global citizen, are the
roots and substances of this book. It's written especially by and for

the young, who are determined to serve the world by being
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international civil servants. I hope my peers benefit from this book
and extend their understanding of working in the UN as a young
professional.

The book introduces the UN Headquarters Building, the UN
recruitment and promotion information, and side stories of 70"
General Assembly Session based on my practitioner experience
with the UN. Also, as a researcher and a global citizen, I discuss
some currently hot-debated issues such as SDG, peacekeeping
reform, women empowerment and geospatial information
management in the UN context. This book is largely enriched by
my interviews with UN officials who have been extremely
generous with their time and insights. Many pictures I took at the
UN are included and they document my privileged moments with
the former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, the heads of the
governments during the 70" General Assembly, and also, my
peers and friends at this remarkable organization.
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