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Foreword

It is a signal honor to be asked to contribute the foreword to
this new book by Lian Chunhai.a recent Ph.D. from Peking Univer-
sity. The topic-carriages-could hardly be of greater importance.giv-
en that “carriages and robes” (yu fu Bf[t) was the standard term
used in classical Chinese for sumptuary regulations in particular and
the rites more generally. thought to function as essential supports
for the laws and hierarchies favored by the rapidly centralizing gov-

ernments. Lian's exhaustive study in many ways takes up the topic

(1] Michael Nylan( # # 7 ), Professor, History, University of California at Berke
ley.



where the Qing philologists and early twentieth-century scholars
left it.at once building upon the prescriptions from the pre-Han and
Han ritual canons but evaluating those prescriptions in light of the
visual descriptions from the same periods. (After all.the ritual can-
ons.as pious prescriptions for those in high places, may well have
been unknown to or ignored by vast numbers of people,even il we
set aside the obvious regional and linguistic differences that pre-
vailed through the area we now call China in the period under con-
sideration.) Recent preliminary work focusing on the Han banquet
scenes painted on murals or lacquers and inscribed on pictorial
stones attests the potential payoff to be had from closer examination
of the abundant evidence at hand.for the wealth of newly excavated
materials makes it possible to pose for the first time a series of dee-
per questions about the iconography of tombs.even if we can not al-
ways provide an iron-clad answer. These questions include the fol-
lowing: Which types of carriages are typically found in conjunction
with which other scenes in tombs? For example,do carriage scenes
usually appear in visual clusters with banquet scenes or with other
types of motifs? Do certain types of tomb artifacts tend to be found
in the tombs with carriage scenes? Which locations within the tomb
are the carriage processions or single carriages apt to occupy? With
which ranks of tomb occupants may we expect to find carriage pro-
cessions? What local variations can we find from the norm (pre-
sumably set at the capital)? What sorts of changes were implemen-

ted over the course of the two Han dynasties? And how do the ima-
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ges of horses relate to those of carriages? Up to now.art historians
have spoken of the images of single carriages or carriage processions
absent their richly conceived visual contexts. In delineating the
complex evolution of the images of horse-drawn wheeled chariots
(che ma H.55) ., this new book by Lian Chunhai asks us not only to
sort and classify the many images.visual and literary.at our dispos-
al,but also to reinsert such images back into their tomb contexts.
Han historians and art historians have long debated the exist-
ence of sumptuary regulations, with many scholars assuming-as 1
once did-that the court lacked the authority to enforce sumptuary
regulations.and expressed very little interest in doing so. The evi-
dence increasingly suggests otherwise. The tombs from the Chang’
an metropolitan area seem to be [inely graded by size.construction
methods and materials.decorative motifs.and numbers and types of
artifacts. Sites as Liye (L HE) allow us to glimpse the long arm of
the Qin state extending even into the hinterlands. while the newly
excavated Han laws from Zhangjiashan (58 % 1l1) clearly signal the
Han rulers” intention to adopt the centralizing Qin model as thor-
oughly and as long as possible. Then.too.the influence of Xunzi(#j
F) ,the classical master. was so great in Han that it is hard to i-
magine the administrators of the early empires foregoing any oppor-
tunities to enforce sumptuary regulations from their centers in the

commanderies, counties, and kingdoms. for such reinforcements of
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'in Xunzi's

the several interlocking state-sponsored hierarchies. -
view . would reduce if not altogether obviate the sorts of conflict that
arise from unrestricted competition between groups. Xunzi deemed
the role of sumptuary regulations so crucial to the proper execution
of mourning and funerals that defined high cultural literacy and so-
cial cultivation that it was bound to prompt ongoing debates about
the applicability of certain features of the system to noble families
versus those of commoners.

In addition. this book undertakes an examination of the image
of the charioteer in the Han cultural imaginary-an image of particu-
lar interest,in light of the cross-cultural comparisons that can be
constructed with classical Greek philosophy. especially Aristotle.
Before unification in 221 BC.the charioteer symbolized to innovative
thinkers the acquisition and wider propagation of the polite arts in-
herited from older, aristocratic cultures.and the charioteer’'s skills
-ame to stand in for a host of superb “godlike” skills that allowed
the technical expert to understand the cosmic principles and human
motivations. During Han times, scholarly theories explored the
probable impact of both polite arts and the technical skills upon the
body and the body politic. not to mention the cosmos itself. until
such point.in the waning years of Eastern Han. when cattle and

carts came gradually to replace horse-drawn carriages.in a visual re-

I 1 It is easy to forget that no fewer than four interlocking hierarchical systems en-
joved the state's backing in Qin and Han: (1) orders of honour( juewei ) (2) bureaucratic

rank( guanliao diwei ) s (3)stavas( jiating shenfen) ; C4)wealth or class(jieji fenbie).
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