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Preface

[IG]

This new edition of Modern Sociological Theory, like its six predecessors, offers a
comprehensive overview of contemporary theories and theorists. As in earlier editions,
in-depth discussions of theories (often enlivened with examples): are accompanied by
informative and—I believe—engaging biographical sketches of many of the most
important thinkers in contemporary theory. Once again, two introductory chapters
survey the early history of the field (Chapter 1) and recent developments (Chapter 2).
These chapters provide an overview that allows students to put the work of each
theorist in its historical, social, and political context.

In one convenient volume, this book offers students a handy overview of much
of what they need to know about contemporary sociological theory and the context
in which it arose. The social world is a complex and difficult subject, and so are many
of the theories about it. I have striven to make theory interesting, relevant, and as
clear and accessible as possible.

Changes in the Seventh Edition

As is always the case, I faced some difficult decisions about what to add and what
to cut. There are some important additions to this edition, but I took care to be sure
that the text did fiot grow long and cumbersome. Among the major changes/additions
are the following:

» Two chapters were added: Chapter 12, “Globalization Theory,” covers the
major economic, political, and cultural theories of globalization. Chapter 14,
“Cutting-Edge Developments in Contemporary Theory,” covers queer theory,
critical theories of race and racism, actor-network theory, and practice theory.

* What previously were separate chapters on micro-macro integration and
agency-structure integration were combined into a single streamlined chapter
(Chapter 10).

* Two new sections were added: to Chapter 1, a discussion of Alexis de
Tocqueville; to Chapter 4, on neo-Marxian theory, later developments in
cultural critique.

» A biographical sketch of Alexis de Tocqueville was added to Chapter 1.

For this edition, I drew heavily on my recent work as editor of the two-volume
Encyclopedia of Social Theory (Sage, 2005) and the eleven-volume Encyclopedia of



Sociology (Blackwell, 2007). Throughout this edition, I reference entries from those
encyclopedias so that readers will have handy and up-to-date resources should they
want to read further on a particular topic.

Cuts were made in various places, but no major theories or theorists were elim-
inated. Thus, the text is much as it always has been but is renewed once again. The
wonderful things about theory are its continuity and its ever-changing character. I have
tried to communicate those and other joys of sociological theory to readers in the
early stages of their exposure to it.
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