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FOREWORD

Postage stamps are the business cards of a nation, scrolls of landscape painting and showcases of
folk customs. They feature the nation’s history and civilization, display its advances in economic devel-
opment, science and technology, and present its natural landscape and tradition. The tiny pieces of paper
reflect a nation’s visions for the future and are elaborate works of art.

In October 2016, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced that China would host the 9th BRICS
Summit in Xiamen, Fujian in September 2017. The news delighted the people of Xiamen and cast a global
spotlight on the city. As one of the premier international events in China in 2017, the upcoming BRICS
Summit is set to be the highest level international event ever hosted in the Province of Fujian and the City
of Xiamen.

In anticipation of the grand occasion, the Party and the government units at all levels, from central to
local, have given top priority to the summit. The CPC Fujian Provincial Committee and the Fujian Provin-
cial Government have convened a work conference in Xiamen where comprehensive arrangements were
made for this international event. The City of Xiamen is also gearing up, pressing ahead with all prepara-
tions. The Egret Island has turned into a hive of activity, and the entire western coast of the Taiwan Straits
is immersed in a festive atmosphere. All residents in Xiamen are doing their parts in preparing the city for
the historic event.

Thus, we have prepared this book—BRICS Nations on Postage Stamps. These special stamps dis-
play the qualities and characteristics of the BRICS nations and showcase the expanding cooperation among
the BRICS nations. They will also enable readers to gain a better understanding of the extraordinary
achievements of China’s reform and opening-up initiatives, as well as the BRICS nations’ socioeconomic
development and global impact.

This book consists of three parts. The first part is Chapter I, “BRICS Summit: A Historic Event in
the Golden Autumn”, which gives an overview of the BRICS nations, the process of their collaboration,
prior BRICS summits, and the 2017 BRICS Summit in Xiamen. The second part comprises five chapters
from Chapter II, “China: A Golden Dragon Flying High”, to Chapter VI, “South Africa: Diamonds with
Sparkling Brilliance”. This particular part introduces the national symbols of the five BRICS countries
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa), their natural landscape, history, economy, culture, social
development and major sports events, as well as their cultural exchanges. Chapter VII, “Xiamen, China:
Sky Winds and Sea Waves”, and Chapter VII, “Fujian, China: Varied Landscape & Heritage”, together
form the third part. These two chapters describe the natural landscape, historic figures, cultural heritage,
arts and urban development of Xiamen, the host city of the BRICS Summit, and Fujian, the province of
which Xiamen is a part.

This book offers comprehensive and detailed information. Vibrantly written and artistically designed,
this highly readable book is a valuable collectors' item. It is not only a primer about the BRICS nations and
a precious historic book, but also a rich source of information on a special topic for stamp collectors and a
highly desirable gift book.

“It is not that I have a preference for chrysanthemum among all flowers; it is simply because when
chrysanthemum withers, all other flowers are long gone.” Let’s remember the golden autumn of 2017, a
season with an exuberance of chrysanthemums and drifting fragrance from laurels. And let’s remember the
BRICS Xiamen Summit and all the people who have worked hard to make it a resounding success.

Editorial Board, BRICS Nations on Postage Stamps
July 2017
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I BRICS Nations: A Historic Event in the
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Plum Blossom
Panda
Red-Crowned Crane

. Historical Figures
Confucius
Lao Tzu
Sun Yat-sen
Li Dazhao

. Historical Landmarks
The Great Wall
Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal
Beijing Imperial Palace
Temple of Heaven
Summer Palace
Suzhou Gardens
Potala Palace

. Humanities & Arts
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Qingming Festival
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Classical Poetry

Chinese Lyre-Playing, Chess,
Calligraphy & Painting

Guan Hangqing

Dream of the Red Chamber
Mei Lanfang

. Specialty Products
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Tea

. Sports Events
2008 Beijing Olympic Games
2022 Beijing Olympic Winter Games

/028
/029
/030

/031

/031
/032
/033
/034

/035
/035
/036
/037
/038
/039
/040
/041

/042

/042
/043

/044
/045
/046

/047
/048
/049
/050

/051

/051
/052
/053

/054

/054
/055

8. International Exchanges
Xuan Zang
China-India Friendship Year &
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1. National Symbols
National Flag, Emblem and Anthem

2. Natural Landscape
The Volga
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Virgin Komi Forests
Birch (National Tree)

Polar Bear

3. Historical Figures
Peter the Great
Ekaterina II
Kutuzov
Zhukov
Vasilevsky

4. Historical Landmarks
Moscow
St. Petersburg
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The Kremlin
Winter Palace
Summer Palace
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Fort St. Petersburg
St. Basil’s Cathedral
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5. Humanities & Arts
Pushkin
Tolstoy
Gorky
Sholokhov
Lomonosov
Mendeleyev
Pavlov
Tchaikovsky
Repin
Ballet Art
City Sculpture Art

6. Specialty Products
Petroleum
Vodka

7. Sports Events

1980 Moscow Olympic Games
2014 Sochi Olympic Winter Games
2018 FIFA World Cup Russia

8. China—Russia Exchanges

Honeymoon Exchange
Red Deer
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1. National Symbols
National Flag, Emblem and Anthem

2. Natural Landscape
Ganges River
Western Ghats
Indian National Parks
Lotus (National Flower)
Banyan (National Tree)
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Indian Peacock (National Bird)

. Historical Figures

Asoka

Jodhaa Akbar
Mahatma Gandhi
Tagore

Historical Landmarks

Taj Mahal

Humayun’s Tomb

Agra Fort & Amber Fort
Red Fort

Sun Temple
Brihadeeswarar Temple
Golden Temple
Mahabodhi Temple
Qutb Minar

Victoria Terminus, Bombay
Gateway of India

. Humanities & Arts

Ajanta Caves

Elephant Caves

Ellora Caves

Group of Monuments at Hampi
Khajuraho Group of Monuments
Group of Monuments at
Mahabalipuram

Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi
Nalanda Temple

Indian Dance

Specialty Products
Indian Spice
Black Tea

. Sports Events

New Delhi First Asian Games
XIX Commonwealth Games
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8. China—-India Exchanges
White Horse Temple &
Maha Bodhi Temple
Great Voyages of Zheng He
Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis
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1. National Symbols
National Flag, Emblem and Anthem
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The Amazon
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Bonifacio
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Ancient City of Salvador
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Jesuit Missions of the Guaranis
Sanctuary of Bom Jesus
do Congonhas
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Sao Francisco Square

5. Humanities & Arts

Brazilian Carnival

Samba

Serra da Capivara Cave Paintings
Carioca Landscape

between the Mountain and the Sea
Brasilia

Belo Horizonte

Assis

Niemeyer

Pele

6. Specialty Products
Sugar
Coffee

Gemstone

7. Sports Events

2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil
2016 Rio Olympic Games

8. China—Brazil Exchanges
Bicentenary of the Arrival of
Chinese in Brazil
Puppets & Masks
Football
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1. National Symbols
National Flag, Emblem and Anthem

2. Natural Landscape
Drakensberg
Table Mountain

Cape of Good Hope
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