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Artist Resume of Professor Qihe Chen

Professor Qihe Chen. born in October 1955. was admitted to Nanjing Artistic Institute as post-graduate in 1990
and learnt from Mr. Dayu Chen. He is now the vice dean of School of Fine Arts and Design of Guangzhou University
and master supervisor. He is a member of Chinese Artists Association, and an academic evaluation expert for The Fine
Atts of Ministry of National Education, master of Chinese painting of New Classic Academy of Chinese Universities,
member of the council of Guangdong Artists Association, and member of the council of Guangdong Chinese Painting
Association. He serves as an expert of Guangdong Universities Key Disciplinary Evaluation Panel, executive member
of council of Guangdong Universities Committee of Fine Arts and Design Education, and deputy director and chief
secretary of Guangdong Universities Academic Committee of Chinese Painting. He is also the distinguished artist of
Guangzhou Art Academy and a member of expert team for “Guangzhou National Young Artist Training and
Cultivation Project™.

Professor Chen won a silver award of “National Invitational Exhibition of Chinese Figure Painting” and bronze
award of “National Exhibition of Chinese Painting of Ethnic Customs”. He gained the Excellent Awarded three times
in the “National Chinese Painting Exhibition™ hosted by Chinese Artists Association and Outstanding Award in the
“National Exhibition of Works by University Art Teachers”. In 2014, he held a 40 Years of in the arts™ Academic
Review Exhibition of Professor Qihe Chen” at Guangdong Museum of Art. Heilongjiang Museum of Art, Huizhou
Museum, Zhuhai Gu Yuan Museum of Art, Shenzhen Yi Pin Tang Museum of Art and Dongguan Ling Nan Museum
of Art.

Professor Chen hosts and participates in nearly 20 research projects of provincial and municipal levels and has
published 4 monographs. 9 pictorials, 2 textbooks and more than 40 academic papers, most of which are on national
core journals. He has visited many countries and regions for academic exchanges and lectures like Europe, Japan. South

Korea and Taiwan of China.
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Preface

As read in A Trip 1o Baochan Mountain . itis regrettable that numerous are excursionists visiting places which are near and easily accessible, but
few are travelers who come o places far and dangerous, which. nevertheless. command the most sublime. grotesque and unigue views, scarcely enjoyed
hy ordinary folks. One can never reach such places unless one has a strong will-power. It means that the magnificent spectacles can only be enjoyed by
those with ambition, strength and determination. This is just like the Chinese painting, which requires hard study of skills, exploration of style and
persistence of the art's idea 1o gain accomplishments. The outstanding attainments of Professor Qihe Chen in splash-ink and freehand painting are achieved
by his accumulation, research and perseverance during 40 years of working in this area.

Professor Chen studied in Nanjing. the ancient capital, and learnt from Master Dayu Chen. He was a diligent student and worked hard every day.
In this way. he not only laid a solid foundation for painting. but also learnt profound knowledge of culture and art. Master Dayu Chen gave him an
inscription. saying “he who persists prevails”, which is an encouragement to his devotion and praise to his artistic pursuit. Professor Qihe Chen keeps
the teaching in mind. His fine brushwork of people is delicate and vivid. His freehand brushwork of ower and bird is full of vigor. skillfulness and
effortlessness. Even though he has been accomplished in the people and flower and bird painting. he is not restrained by the traditional Chinese painting
skills and always promotes innovative and cross-cultural methods for painting. For example. he combines the traditional skills of splash-ink and frechand
with special materials, like salt and mixture of alum. gum and water. He uses the skill of impressionistic splash-ink and frechand in a creative way o build
vigorous and firm, bold and unconstrained momentum with the clash and splash of water and ink. His frechand work of mountain. river and cottage. fisher
boat and seascape. and tropical plant is distinct and original in style. He uses simple but elegant colors of bluck. white and grey for the background, and

then boldly uses other colors as embellishment. Therefore, the whole painting is elegant with fervency. quict with liveliness. and free within the rules. When

appreciating his series of Sea Tide. people may feel the tidal bore just as at the scene. The boat on the roaring waves is partly hidden and partly visible.
The force and vigor seem to spout out of the paper. In contrast, another painting work Morning Snow o the Shore shows a scene of early morning with
sun just rising and shimmer after the snow. The tranquility from far to near seems to bring the whole fishery village to dream. The moving foree of sea

tides and the peace of fishery village are not shown by intense colors but are clear at a glance.

Profess

or Chen left hometown in his thirties and has been living in Guangdong for 20 years. Deep in his heart. there is profound memory of the northern

home and ice and snow. He innovatively uses splash-ink skill when painting northern scenery and expresses his nostalgia by impressionistic splash-ink.

In this way. a series of master work like Moon in the Snow and Gale. Ancient City in Blizzard, and Winter Moon and Snow over the River are created. The
old cottages are covered by white sown with red lanterns and jubilant Spring Festival couplets on the door and antenna swaying in the air, which reminds
people of the remote village life and the nostalgia of the northern wanderer. In his painting. there are both sentimental attachment to hometown when seeing
the full moon on Mid-Autumn Day and good hope for the happy reunion of family when celebrating Spring Festival.

Scholars are said to be sentimental and tend to care for the things around them. For such i graceful and elegant man as Professor Chen. if the north
is compared as bright moonshine that cannot be reached, Guangdong can be just like a handful of rice that is always by his side. Guangdong has not been
an alien land for him since a long time ago. He is infatuated with this land which is quite different from his hometown in terms of climate. environment.
etc. He finds harmony between painting skills of splash-ink and frechand with Guangdong sceneries and presents city buildings und tropical plants with
his own style. In his plantain series, he uses splash-ink skill to strengthen the clash and merge of water and ink, bringing a feeling of liveliness and
tremendous momentum. The branches and leaves of plantain are neither too dispersed nor too crowded. neither too smooth nor too dry. The painting is
suceinet and creates a forceful and natural conception.

Professor Chen s painting is typically with heavy ink, which is different from the feelings of bitter cold and solemn usually brought by icy mountains
and rivers, His painting is full of brightness, enthusiasm and vitality. It gets rid of color clutter and does not chase for formality. but wins people”s
appreciation with artistic spirit and ideorealm. Until now. Professor Chen has never stopped working and draws his artistic life with the charming fragrance
of the ink.

1 write this article with his entrust.

Yushun Lu
July 30,2018
Executive Vice President of China National Academy of Painting

Ph.D supervisor of Chinese National Academy of Arts
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