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THE CHINESE ARMY IN INDIA AND ITS

WAR RECORD IN BURMA

% Eln’- Exp*ditionary Forces and C, A. L.

In the history of China's participation of war oversems, there were two Chiness Expedtionary Forces and
one Chiness Army in India,

The first Chinese Expeditionary Force was sant from Yunnan in the spring of 1942 into Purma to participate
in tha defense of that country. The words ‘““lst Route' were hed to this Expeditionary Force, as the Japa.
nese aggressive campaign was then at the height of ita fury, and it was plann:d that additional expeditionary
forces, to be designated 2nd and 8cd Routes, would be despatched by China 1o the ald of her Allies in Siam and
even the South Facific, The first force was, howvever, generally l.uown to the world merely as the Chinese
Exped tionary Force, the words ‘into Burma” being d tog: Tt was commanded by
General Lo Cho-ying.

With the conclusion of the tirst Burma Expedition and the end of the mission of ths first Chinere Expedi-
tionary Force, the Chincso Army in India (C A.1.) was created, This desigoation way adopted because there
was no fighting in Indisn tertitory, and an  xpeditionary force could not be stationed in an Allied country,

The C. As 1. was to become an important actor in the later Durma campiign  which reopened the routs

betwaen India and China, The New First Army, the achievements of which are dxd in  (his icati
constituted the major part of the C. A« 1. Throughout it later activities in the succa sful counter-attack in Burma
end until its return to China after the complerion of its mission, the C. A. L intained its origiral desi i

The second Expeditionary Foree sent by China int> Burma was organized in 1984, This force entered Burma
from western Yunnan, under the command ot General Chen Cheng, and later of Genaral Wei Lin- -h ang, t© Co=
ordinate with the efforts of thr C. A. I. attacking from India. The two Cainsse forces eventually effected & junc-
tion at Mongyu aftar a brilliant campaign.

2. The First Force into Burma

The 1 Harbour treachery in Decernber, 1041 presaged n wild attempt by Japan to penetrate southwards
into thy Pecific. Following their capture of Singapore, the Japancse launched an intensified drive into Buema to
deal a blow on our Brutish ally and to cut off the sole sotviving Internations! route fo China =the Burma Road.
The combined forces of the Japanese 88rd, 55th and 18th Div sions touk part in this offensive,

When Rangoon, capital of Burms, fell into Japansse hands on March 7, 1942, the Chinese Government at
Britain's request despatched the bih, Oih and 66th Atmies, then siationed gt Yuanan, into Burms —— the first
Chinese ¥ xpeditionary Force,

Out of this Exprditiorary Force, the men of the New 88th Divis on and tha New 22nd Division were later
transf rred 10 Ind a to f rm the nuclews of the C. A. 1.

8. The Birth of the C. A. 1L

The first Burma Campaign failed because of inadequa y of Allied prepareiness and the lateness in the arrival
of the Chinces Forces, Nevertheless, during the campaign, the Sth Army inflicted & sevare toll on the ensmy,
whil - the New £8h Division achieved the great fear of rescuing more than 7,000 British troop from a Japanese
trap a1 Yenangyaung,

The withd.awal from Burma, in the face of overwhelming odds, was inally offected undar great difficulties
by June 8, 1042,

On June 14, 1842, a military roview tock place at New Dslid on tha ocea fon of United atioos’ Day., A
squad from the New £8:h Division represented Chiaa on the occasion, and mads & plausible impressi n to
the Allied leaders, Both British and Tndian circles expressed open admiraticn for the Coinese achievements at the
Burma < xpedition just luded, and the foundati were laid for the stationing of a Chinese Army in India.

The 88th Division, which had withdrawn into lodian territory, was a month latsr wa sterred to- Ramgarh
for training, The division was soon joined by the New 22nd Division, originally intendsd to be withdrawn into
Yunngn, but re-dirccted to Indin.

T August, 1242, the Chinese Army in India was offi ially formed General Stilwell, Cnist of stitf in the
China Theatre, was appointed Commandec-in-Chicf, with Genaral Lo Chi-ying as his Diputy.

In the spring of 1948, Genyal Lo was transferred to a post at home. The High Command organized ths
New {Bth Division, th* New 22nd Division, an} the new!l created 80ih Division (formed in Indin) into & new
Army = the New First Army. Lt. General Chang Turg-kuo was placed in command of the Arery with L. Gener-
al Sun Li-jen as the Deputy Comwander, who command ¢ the New 8Bth Division concurrently. The New
80th Division was comn anded by Maj. Genaral Hu Shu, ululc Mul G-eneul Liao Yan-nsiang nmnd the com=
mand of ‘he New 22nd Division. Actillery i , motar > aro ous
red car units anti-airciaft units, signal corps, special nvvlc- umll, military police units; and men and animal
tmrasportation units, either sent {rom homa cr newl ized in India, i d 1hy gth of the Army
which was sub ly further d by the l4th mnd GOth Divisions after its march into ths Hukawng

Valley,
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