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Getting to Know Your Teacher

Step 1 You will hear your teacher introduce himself/herself. Write down the basic information

in the form and see how much you can know about your teacher.

o N W -«
* Name:

The meaning of his/her name: %
{ Birthplace:
Hobbies:
Experience:

Hopes for the future:

Expectations for the students:

Other information:
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Step 2 Rearrange the information you get and write a brief introduction of your teacher.

Answer the following questions orally and then write down
your answers.

1. Do you often write, either in Chinese or English? What do you often write about?

2. Is writing useful in your daily life? Give your reasons.

3. Have you ever done any writing in English? If so, what did you write about?

4.  Is writing in English the same as writing in Chinese? If not, what are the differences?

5. What problems do you have when you write in English?




Writing is important.

Writing in general is one of the most important forms of communication. Written text tells
people about the past, which helps better deal with the present, and with the development in
communications, writing plays a crucial role in shaping the future society as well.

For English learners, writing is crucial to academic success and securing a job. For example,
when you want to find a job, a written resume is needed to introduce yourself to the potential
employer. If you can write well, certainly you will stand out among a great number of candidates
or job applicants. Also, writing helps individual improve the mind. As the great English writer
Francis Bacon pointed out: Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an

exact man.

Why do I have to learn to write in English?

No one can deny the importance of writing; however, writing proves to be one of the most
difficult skills in language learning because it is the product of critical thinking. Writing in
English becomes even more challenging as writing in English is a lot different from writing in
Chinese in many ways. Therefore, you have to make special efforts to acquire the skills of writing.
But don’ t be afraid. Writing in English can be learned and mastered through writing and, with

efforts.

Three Stages in Writing Process

Generally speaking, writing is a process and there are three stages in this process, namely
prewriting, drafting and revising and editing. Prewriting is the stage of generating and gathering
ideas. Drafting means putting down ideas into form. Revising and editing refers to the polishing
- of the first draft. In the following chapters, you will be given guidelines to go through these three

stages.



PracticesOne.

Compare the two letters below and answer the questions.
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Class 5, Senior 2

Guangzhou No. 1 Middle School
18 Zhongshan Road .
Guangzhou, Guangdong 511000

March 8, 2015

Professor Jin Li

Director/Dean

Faculty of English language and culture
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
Guangzhou, Guangdong 510420

Dear Professor Jin,

| am writing to ask for information about the enrollment policy of your school and
specific requirements for admission in particular.

| am now a student of Senior Z in Guangzhou No. 1 Middle School. | always have good
grades in English and intend to apply for your school this year. The problem is that in other
courses, | am not doing as well as in English. As far as | know, to be admitted in your school,
one has to achieve a very high total score in the National Entrance Examination. | would like
to know what the minimal total score for acceptance has been in the past three years and
whether you can enroll those who do exceedingly well in the English exam, but whose total
score is a little below what you expect.

| would very much appreciate your information and advice.

Yours sincerely,

Wang Xiaoling

Questions to Think About

1.  Are the two letters written for the same purpose?

2. In what way is the layout (the way in which the different parts of a letter are arranged) of the
two letters different?

3. Does the writer say much the same things in the two letters? Is the focus of the letters the

same?



Layout

Content

Style

Chinese Letter English Letter

Practice-Two

Reading and Writing

Read the following dialogues and write down how you feel about the story. Is father-and-son

relationship different from yours? Is there anything different from Chinese culture and norms?

(A man comes home late from work, tired and irritated, to find his 5-year-old son waiting

for him at the door.)

Son:

Dad:

Son:

Dad:

Son:

Dad:

Son:

Dad:

Daddy, may I ask you a question?

Yeah, sure, what is it?

Daddy, how much do you make an hour?

(Angrily) That’s none of your business. Why do you ask such a thing?

I just want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make an hour?

If you must know, I make $20 an hour.

Oh, Daddy, may I borrow $10?

(Furiously) If the only reason you asked that is that you can borrow some money to buy a
silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself straight to your room and go
to bed. Think about why you are being so selfish. I work hard every day for such childish

behavior.

(The little boy quietly goes to his room and shuts the door. In an hour or so, the man goes to

the little boy s room and opens the door.)



Dad: Are you asleep, Son?

Son:  No, Daddy, I’ m awake.

Dad: I’ve been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you earlier. It s been a long day and I took
out my aggravation on you.

Son:  (Smiling) Oh, thank you, Daddy! Yeah, I’ m so happy. I’ d better take out my own bills
under my pillow and count out now. Oh, Daddy...

Dad: (Angrily) Why do you want more money if you already have some?

Son:  Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do. Daddy, I have $20 now. Can I buy an hour

of your time? Please come home early tomorrow. I would like to have dinner with you.

1. What do you think of the relationship between the father and son in the story?

2. Describe the relationship between you and your parents.




Read the following poem and write a similar one about yourself.

I. Persona-poem
Mary...
tall, energetic, happy, intelligent
My mother, a primary school teacher
who loves music, books and fresh air
who is afraid of insects, spiders and heights

who wants to see the end of poverty

Peter...
Your own persona-poem

(your first name)

Who loves

Who is afraid of

‘Who wants to




2. Persona-poem
It Happens
When I’ m happy I play with my fingers and smile
When I’ m sad I am numb to the world
When I’ m excited I giggle, make up my own words
When I’ m scared I tightly cross my arms
When I’ m lonely I eat
When I’ m in love I smile and bite my lip
When I’ m angry I do something physical/something that hurts or yell at someone who
doesn’t deserve it
When I’ m thinking I need silence
When I’ m sleeping I run (so he says) talk, dream

When I’ m lying, my face turns red.

Your own persona-poem

It Happens
When I’ m happy, I
When I’ m sad,

When I’ m excited, I

When I’ m scared, I

When I’ m lonely I

When I’ m in love, I

When I’ m angry, I
When [’ m thinking, I

When I help other people, I

When I am being helped, I

When I’ m sleeping, I

When I’ m crossing the street, I

When I’ m in trouble, I

When I feel disappointed, I

When I want to give up, 1

10
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