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Preface

The advent of the digital revolution has drawn a line of demarcation between two worlds—one is
the old pre-digital epoch featuring manual means of transportation and bustling streets; the other is the
emerging digital era characteristic of a flood of data transmission.

Against the background of such a dramatic transformation, the means of value exchange in human
society has changed fundamentally, from the exchange of tangible substance to simulated energy flow and
finally to digitalized energy flow. Consequently, every concept of urban and rural space that is familiar to us
is being tested. The digital revolution is sparking a brand-new social panorama.

The same is true of public space, a concept that has been the research subject for thousands of
times. Due to the transformation of the means of value exchange in urban cities, the public space has
gradually broken away from its stereotypical role in providing simple services such as recreation, interaction
and production for urban and rural dwellers, and become a multi-functional place for R&D, production,
transactions, social interaction, leisure and education where core values are exchanged.

In addition, the virtual world created by digital era and the real world represented by public space
form an attractive coupling. Affected by the burgeoning development of the virtual world, the public
space is sttiving to mix with it for an upgrade. It is predictable that propelled by digital technologies, the
mesmerizing public space will, thanks to its popularity and the avalanche of data, embrace huge potentials
which once tapped into will trigger enormous social and economic values.

Naturally, it will be an important target to establish a kind of public space that meets the demand of
the digital era as well as involves various appealing activities for future residential environment. Then, how
to design, evaluate and anticipate the popularity of the public space in the digital era? The main contents of
this book will explain the question.

This book adopts two major methods for further exploration.

Firstly, a combination of theoretical summary and empirical research. Through research into the
digital revolution’s fundamental influence on the social development, a deduction of the evolutionary trend
of public space and an analysis of its current developmental stage in terms of social interaction, situation
experience and innovative amusement are thusly achieved. Subsequently, SEC modal is established and its
application and effects are analyzed through empirical research.

Secondly, a comparison between China and Europe. As two major economic blocs and civilization,
China and Europe both boast a long history as regards the development of public space, but they are
different in the public space’s design and operation. Therefore, the comparison between China and Europe
of their specific characteristics of public space reflects the impact of digital revolution on public space, and
renders some useful advice about future trend.

It’s safe to say that from the moment when the title was decided on, this book has been revised for
more than ten times before its completion. During the four-year writing process of repeated thinking
and choices, I tasted the joy of exploration and discovery, but also felt sorry for those abandoned ideas
and drafts. I want to express my gratitude for all the members in the research team. It was because of our
concerted efforts and persistence that we managed to make a foray into the off-the-beaten-track field of
“digitalization and public space”. The track we walked on might not be magnificent and was studded with
a few puddles, but it was a witness to our team’s painstaking efforts. The following members made valuable
contributions to the outcome.

Dr. Gianni Talamini, an Italian post-doctor who do the research with me offered many useful
suggestions about the theme and the framework of this book, worked on several examples of China and
Europe’s public space for Chapter 5, and wrote Chapter 4 exclusive of the fourth section. In the course of
our cooperation, we encouraged each other and exchanged ideas frankly. While we reached a consensus, we
still respected each other’s stance and specially preserved our different opinions on some details in the book
in the hope of objectively presenting the academic difference between the East and the West.
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Professor Margherita Turvani, an Italian Scholar and Dr. Camilla Costa provided their own research
findings enriching the fourth section of Chapter 4. Dr. Lin Fangying from University College London gave
some detailed and valuable advice on the first draft of this book. Out of respect for these partners abroad,
the contents offered by them will be published in both Chinese and English at their request. Thanks Dr.
Guan Beibei from The University of Hong Kong for her help in the translation work.

The postgraduates of all previous years under my guidance also helped a lot. Yang Yanwen,Wu Qi,Li
Chenjing and Guo Mengmeng had conducted long-term fundamental work including sorting out the basic
materials, analyzing the cases of China and Europe, visiting some sites of public space such as OCT-LOFT,
and drawing related charts. Zhou Jing and Wei Congning’s research and investigation results were also
referred to in the book. Had it not been for their enthusiasm, the book would not have been completed
smoothly.

The digital era is poised to display its grandeur. What is presented by our team is but the initial period
of the digital era. We look forward to offering more valuable discoveries in the near future to our peers.I
take responsibility for any blunder or mistake in the book.

Xiangmin Guo
Aug.6th,2016
At Kuibu Zhai, Shen Zhen
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