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The Influence of Western Concept and
the Writings of Xiqu History

Sun Mei

Abstract: In traditional Chinese society, xigu was regarded as a straw.
There was no room for rigu in traditional Chinese scholarship. Since the
nineteenth century, modern Chinese intellectuals began to highly value
riqu under the influence of Western concept. Then., the modern
scholarship of xiqu studies appeared, in which the writing of xigu history
became significant. Those excellent works regarding xiqu history
reflected the level of xiqu studies in a particular period, and provided the
beginners of xiqu studies with scholarly approaches to the field. This
paper will explore the historical development of the academic writings in
the subject during the twentieth century, and also analyze the influence
of Western concept on the discipline.

Keywords: xiqu; history of xiqu; Wang Guowei; Zhou Yibai; A History
of Chinese Xiqu
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