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Introduction

Belarus has been much in the news in recent
years. The capital of Belarus is Minsk'.

Belarus may have been long under the Russian
thumb—and many of the older generation still
feel strong ties to their “Soviet Fatherland”—but
it is far from being a carbon copy” of its neighbor.
Centuries of “outside” rule have bred a form of
stoicism’ that, among older people, borders on
fatalism®. Nevertheless, the Belarusians have their
own quiet pride in their land and the young are
passionately patriotic, wanting to carve out an
identity separate from Russia. Many traditions are
shared with the Russians, but most Minskers would
laugh at any comparison to Muscovites”, whom
they largely regard as materialistic and aggressive.
While Moscow’s culture and power are admired
and respected, they are well aware that their
Russian cousins consider them provincial.

Belarus occupies a key geographical position
on the strategic® crossroads from East to West,

T 7 xry..-. . 8 |
between Moscow and Warsaw’, Vilnius™ and Kiev'.



introduction

003

For centuries, armies have trudged" across its b y
. ? JER CIRELS@EIE )
plains, wreaking” destruction. Now, it likes to think Zﬁgf@%%:mm "
of itself as the ideal trade route—which it might | “'gr? G, WAREH
be, were it not for the arcane® customs procedures : g’%éﬁﬁgfﬁ BRI
atthe hairder g T
Belarus’s leadership has hitherto thrown 10 ;égg;ffﬂij

" HEH, BIRE

in its lot with Russia; for almost a decade, they
have been planning a Union State. However,

the relationship has soured in the last couple of
years, particularly since Gazprom® began charging
higher prices for its gas and oil.

Regardless of their views on its leadership,
few visitors leave Belarus without falling in love
with it a little. Their conservative social views may
leave something to be desired, but the people are
disarmingly” friendly, and you can’t help admiring
their resilience®, bravery, and resourcefulness’. Come
what may—Second World War devastation®, Stalin’s
purges, or the cruel post-perestika’ years—they gird
their loins'® and hang in there. In addition, they are
spontaneous', thoughtful toward others, and love a

good party. They work their way into your heart.

Pryvita ne ! Welcome to Belarus!



