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Preface

at is the state system of China? How has the Communist Party of
China (CPC) managed to exercize long-term governance and to lead
the Chinese people from one victory to another? What are the ‘secrets’ of
the CPC’s governance? What is China’s development road? What significant
strategies have been adopted in China? What is the next step in China’s
development? Why has China been able to achieve such rapid economic
development? These are just some of the many questions frequently asked
by the international community, especially foreign political parties and
statesmen on their visits to China. For the purpose of providing answers to
these questions and enabling readers to be informed about the real China
and the CPC, we arranged for the Understanding Modern China Series
(hereinafter referred to as the Series) to be written, to serve as elementary
documents introducing the CPC, as well as Chinas development road,
development theories and development experience.

The Series is inspired by the new philosophies, new ideas and new
strategies for the country’s governance put forward by General Secretary Xi
Jinping since the 18th National Congress of the CPC, aimed at the following
aspects: strenuously reflecting the development vision of ‘the Chinese Dream’
and the development prospects of the “Two Centenary Goals’; strenuously
reflecting the coordinated promotion of the overall situation of a five-pronged
approach to building socialism with Chinese characteristics (to build up
socialist economy, socialist democracy, socialist advanced culture, socialist
harmonious society, and socialist ecological civilization), and the ‘Four-
Pronged Comprehensive Strategy’ (comprehensively completing the building
of a Moderately Prosperous Society, comprehensively deepening reform,
comprehensively advancing the rule of law, comprehensively exercising strict
party goverance); strenuously reflect the ‘new normal’ facilitating and leading
China’s economic development and the implementation of the ‘five major
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development concepts’ (to promote innovative, coordinated, green, open,
and shared development); strenuously reflecting the three major economic
development strategies of the ‘Belt and Road’, the coordinated development
of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei province, and the Yangtze river economic bel.
On the basis of a great number of fresh cases and experiences, the Series tells
China’s story, transmits China’s voice, analyzes China’s problems, and offers
China solutions.

The Series has been written on the basis of telling China’s story and
transmitting China’s voice, oriented around the following four aspects: the
first is to illustrate the new measures taken to deepen reform since the 18th
National Congress of the CPC, the new ideas on economic development
and the new philosophy on foreign affairs, on the basis of an all-round
introduction to the achievements since the reform and opening up; the second
is to analyze the reason for the achievements, the underlying operating law,
and the process of evolution, while presenting the development achievements
of China’s economy and society; the third is to keep to problem orientation
and demand orientation, rather than attempt to be all-embracing and
systematic, so as to clear up targeted doubts and confusion on the basis
of the demands of foreign readers; the fourth is to introduce China not
only in terms of ‘where it is coming from’, but also in terms of ‘where it is
going’, for the purpose of enabling readers to know about China’s historical
development process on the one hand, and on the other hand, exemplifying
and clarifying how China assures the organic unification of its past, present
and future, the organic combination of inheritance and innovation, and
how China is planning its future development.

Under the guidance of the International Department of the CPC Central
Committee, the writing of the Series has been organized by China Executive
Leadership Academy Pudong (CELAP).

The International Department of the CPC Central Committee is the
functional department of the CPC in charge of foreign affairs. So far, the CPC
has established connections of various types with more than 600 political parties
and organizations in over 160 countries and regions, which include left-wing
and right-wing parties; both ruling parties and opposition parties. Foreign
affairs work is of paramount importance to the CPC, and an indispensable
component of national diplomacy as a whole, whose target is to promote
state-to-state and people-to-people communication and understanding.

CELAP is a national leadership institution in China, and as a
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platformon which international cooperative training and exchange are
carried out, CELAP has held fast to its characteristics of internationality and
openness since March 2005 when it was founded. CELAP spares no effort
in implementing international cooperative training, with target participants
being foreign political parties and statesmen, high-ranking business
executives and senior professionals. By the end of 2015, CELAP had offered
training programs to more than 6,000 participants from over 130 countries,
and thus has won wide recognition and received a favorable reception from
the countries, regions and participants that are involved.

To cater for the needs of foreign participants, CELAP initiated the writing
of the Series at the beginning of 2012, and after four years of modifications
and improvements, the finalized manuscripts were completed at the end of
2015. The first batch of 10 books to be published in this Series are: China’s
New Strategies for Governing the Country; The Communist Party of China: the
Past, Present and Future of Party Building; Chinas Reform, Opening Up and
Construction of Development Zones; An Insiders Guide to the Inner Workings
and Structure of the Chinese Government and Public Services; New Analysis of
Urbanization in China; Chinas Agriculture and Rural Development in the Post-
Reform Era; The Evolution of Chinas Diplomacy in the Modern Era; The Selection
and Appointment of Officials in China; Leadership Education and Training in
China; and Shanghai - the Pacesetter’ of China’s Reform and Opening Up.

The authors of the Series are mainly professionals in CELAP, and
functionaries and specialists in the Development Research Center of
the Shanghai Municipal People’s Government, Shanghai Institute for
International Studies and Hangzhou Research Center for Urban Studies.

The Series is published in Chinese and English, with the English
translation done mainly by senior professors at Shanghai International
Studies University, to whom thanks are due. Gratitude also goes to the
People’s Publishing House for its great support and positive suggestions in
the process of writing and translating.

Writing such a series of textbooks for mature foreign students is a first in
China. Constructive criticism is welcome, for the Series as a new endeavor
can hardly be free from mistakes.

Editorial Committee of the Understanding Modern China Series
January 2016
(Translator: Wang Xin)
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Introduction

In 1990, Deng Xiaoping, when speaking of the development and opening
up of Pudong, said: “Shanghai is our trump card and it is a royal road
for China’s development and opening up.” Since then, Shanghai has taken
good advantage of the development and opening up of Pudong, properly
dealing with the relationship between reform, development and stabilization,
actively exploring a new mode of development that involves Chinese
characteristics, the prevailing issues and the Shanghai character. As a result,
the city has taken on a completely new look; industries have advanced by
leaps and bounds; services supplied by government departments have been
largely upgraded; people’s living conditions have continuously improved; and
its international status has been enhanced conspicuously. Today, Shanghai
is integrating, with broader vision and accommodation, various forces into
building socialism with Chinese characteristics, and Shanghai is continuing
to play the role of a bellwether of reform and opening up, and the forerunner
of scientific development, striving to help realize the China Dream of the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

I. Teaching purpose

This textbook is designed to take the 30-year development of Shanghai
after reform and opening up as the important background, and review and
summarize the course of development, distinctive features, everyday events
and future direction of Shanghai in aspects such as the reform and opening-up
policy, economic construction, social construction, cultural construction and
ecological civilization construction. The purpose is to tentatively reveal the
development philosophy, development path and development experience of
the super-large city of Shanghai, so that students have a deeper understanding
of the China experience, China path and China philosophy, which may in
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Shanghai — the ‘Pacesetter’ of China’s Reform and Opening Up

turn help them to compare the Shanghai experience to practice in their own
countries or regions.

I1. Structure and organization

This textbook is composed of seven chapters. The first chapter illustrates,
from both the horizontal and vertical perspectives, the natural, historical,
cultural and social characteristics of Shanghai’s development, its status in the
country and in the world, and its development before and after reform and
opening up as the leading city in the Yangtze River Delta and the Yangtze
River Basin.

The second chapter focuses on some significant issues in the economic
field, with a stress put on the target, the idea and path of the development and
transformation of Shanghai’s economy, the establishment and improvement
of the market system, and the reform of the government itself.

The third chapter concentrates on some issues in the field of social
administration, with an emphasis on the Shanghai mode in social
administration, and its development and innovation in community
construction, social security, social undertaking and integrated population
management.

The fourth chapter focuses on issues in the cultural arena, particularly
on the target, idea and path of Shanghai’s cultural construction, as well as
the development of the cultural industry, public cultural services and urban
tourism.

The fifth chapter, centering on major issues in the field of ecological
environment and case studies, illustrates the target, idea and path of
Shanghai’s ecological environment construction, and the theory and practice
of green development.

The sixth chapter looks at major issues in the field of city operation
administration, and stresses the target, idea and path of Shanghai city
operation administration, and grid management, operation of the 12345
hotline and cases of integrated law enforcement.

The seventh chapter looks at the future development of Shanghai against
the backdrop of national strategy, the integration of the Yangtze River Delta
and the development of Shanghai itself. It assesses the city’s vision of building
Shanghai into a global city with the capability to allocate global resources,
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Introduction

and makes illustrations from the perspectives of development guideline,
development layout and development priority.

III. Focuses and challenges

This textbook focuses on the achievements of and lessons from Shanghai’s
reform and opening up, enabling students to understand the background
of some significant issues, the development idea and development path
in the process of development and transformation of Shanghai’s economy
and society, and to help students understand how Shanghai managed to
develop from a small fishing village into a socialist, modern and international
metropolis. -

The challenges lie in how to know clearly about the needs and interests of
foreign students, and through careful analysis of the features and requirements
of intercultural communication, and by using plain language and giving real
examples, to describe what is happening in both the country and the city, and
to relate the development course of Shanghai, providing practical teaching
materials for foreign students so that they can learn, understand and practice.

IV. Requirements

This textbook has an open outlook in terms of teaching contents, teaching
requirements, representations and organizations, and may be regarded as a
walking textbook. Teachers who have an open teaching philosophy are best
able to use this textbook. The contents reflect the most basic and elementary
knowledge structure. Since it contains historic information, it cannot
include the latest dynamic conditions of Shanghai’s development. That is
why teachers should keep seeking new information, absorb new knowledge
and keep stimulating the interest of their students. Students should take the
textbook as a focused center that is to be radiated to the whole of society,
for it is designed to go beyond the classroom environment to help people
improve their understanding of the development of Shanghai’s economy and
society.

Due to limited knowledge and experience, there may be some points
that have been inadvertently overlooked, and we would be very pleased to
embrace any suggestions for improvement. Those who contributed to the
writing of this textbook are Zhou Zhenhua, Qian Zhi, Cheng Jian, Liang
Shaolian, Shi Xiaochen and Kang Fanghua.
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