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Dragon Well Tea, with a unique and indis-
pensable status, is the treasure of the history and
culture in Hangzhou. Dragon Well Tea is not only
a brand of tourism, a brand of culture, more over,
is a brand of the city of Hangzhou. To some degree,
Dragon Well Tea is even a tourism brand of China.

The history of the culture of Dragon Well Tea
is of ancient origin and long development. Accord-
ing to history, Lu Yu (Chinese usually appreciate
him as a holy person on tea.) went on a tour of
investigation to make sure the produce area of
Dragon Well Tea at his time. "Tea of Lingyin
Temple and Tianzhu Temple ", recorded in the
book, is a specitic description of the area of Dragon
Well Tea at that time. Though the three rolls of
Chronicle of Tea has no more records of Dragon
Well Tea, Su Shi, Zhao Bian, Qin Guan, Yang Jie,
etc in the Song Dynasty left us lots of anecdotes
and poems. Undoubtedly, these can provide strong
support. The records about tributary tea produced
in Xianglin Cave and Baiyun Peak in the area of
Dragon Well Tea are in the Record of Lin'an of
Xianchun Period, which exquisitely chimes in with
"Tea of Lingyin Temple and Tianzhu Temple ". The
supreme status of Dragon Well Tea among all the
teas began to establish in the Qing Dynasty, after
emperor Qian Long named "Eight Landscapes in
Dragon Well " and "Eighteen emperor's tea trees ".

However, Dragon Well Tea really became
world-famous is after People's Republic of China
was established. By the care of the leaders of the
Party in three generations£ Dragon Well Tea are
always given to the head of state of many coun-
tries as gifts, are usually served to friends all over
the world in the banquet and becoming a bridge to
improve friendship and communicate culture. So,
because of Dragon Well Tea, people pay much at-
tention to Hangzhou. Today, the West Lake is de-

claring World Culture Inheritance and Hangzhou
is putting the strategy of internationalize tourism
into practice £ Dragon Well Tea assume the new
mission without hesitation again.

Dragon Well Tea is a pride to local people in
Hangzhou. Therefore, the duty of discovering, pro-
tection and propagation the culture of Dragon Well
Tea has put in front of each Hangzhou person. And
the coming out of Investigation on Dragon Well
Tea Through Pictures is a response to this holy mis-
sion by Hangzhou people. It is a witness that shows
local people's emotion and duty to the Dragon Well
Tea. The writer, comrade Zhao Dachuan, who once
was an educated youth, was the person in charge
of Hangzhou tea experiment field and designed sev-
eral tea spray irrigation projects in Dragon Well,
Double Peak, Linyin, Mao Jiabu, etc. He is deeply
attached to the Dragon Well Tea. And it is he that
searches for up and down unchangeably for almost
ten years and does textual research in many ways.
The poems for praising Dragon Well Tea by fa-
mous people of history, the culture legacy of
Dragon Well Tea, ancient calligraphy and paintings.
old-grand teashops, all sorts of tea notes and
certifications, etc, all these show his great efforts.
This dint makes vividly reappears Dragon Well
Tea's glorious and provides precious historical dates
for going into deep study the culture of Dragon
Well Tea.

We are very fortunate to have Dragon Well
Tea and the culture legacy of Hangzhou saved well,
because Hangzhou has a large quantity of citizens
who care for history and culture, like comrade Zhao
Dachuan.

This is the preface.

Wang Guoping
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The Dragon Well Tea is the best of green teas, and
green tea is the best of health drinks in world. The mark
of the sovereign position of the Dragon Well Tea say
because of its quantity. not better than to say because of
its including the Chinese culture essence of more than
1300 years. It can be said that the tea culture of China
origins from the Dragon Well Tea. By the tea saint of the
Tang Dynasty Luyu, poet Bai Juyi, Su Dongpo of Song
dynasty, Biancai, Qianlong emperor and Kangxi emperor
of Tsing dynasty and modern Chinese leaders’ creation,
the Dragon Well Tea has become the bright gold-lettered
signboard of the city of Hangzhou and its travel industry,
become the important medium for the city of Hangzhou
to head for the world and declare the culture inheritance
of world.

It is fortunate to be the inheritors and developers
of the Dragon Well Tea.

Our Dragon Well Tea travel and development com-
pany made a protective investment of building the sub-
ject culture park of the Dragon Well Tea, “tea culture
village of dragon well mountain teas™ in 2001 in the origi-
nal produce area of the special grade West Lake Dragon
Well Tea. At the same time, we found the experience
trip of asking tea personally, named “Tang dynasty, Song
dynasty, Yuan dynasty. Ming dynasty and Tsing dynasty,
drinking from ancient to now”. In China, first time the
different methods of making and drinking tea in differ-
ent periods trom tea classic written by Luyu being
published, were recovered completely. First time, the
history covered with dust was pulled up from the dis-
play building, a live history and an activity of the Chi-
nese tea museum reappeared, by Tuanbing tea of Tang
and Song dynasty, San tea of Ming and Tsing dynasty
and showing Tang dynasty’s fry tea, Song dynasty’s spot
tea and pinch tea of Ming and Tsing dynasty. The first
time, by the way of building a new life with the artificial
cloud of the Dragon Well Tea, people experience the
whole process of the Dragon Well Tea being made into
tea and tea culture in short time and small district.
Additionally, we still concentrate on the research and
development of the Dragon Well Tea, the development
of travel merchandise. the Chinese herbal medicine
health care tea. tea oil. the development of protection
base, travel base and merchandise base. By continuously
effort, we get the social extensive acknowledgement and
repays. Pacific Asia Nations Travel Association( PATA)
gives high degree evaluation to the tea culture village of
dragon well mountain teas. It is been listed in the impor-
tant travel views of west line of the West Lake by
HangZhou government, and many foreign and domestic
tourists come here endlessly.

For repaying to social public’s love to us, we sub-

RS ]

sidize to publish picture study of Dragon Well Tea. It is
an encyclopedia of the Dragon Well Tea written by Zhao
Dachuan, includes the author’s decades of collection and
research efforts. By this way. people can receive the
Dragon Well Tea’s knowledge information by reading
the large quantity picture data, feel its thick and heavy
history and esthetics value, look for inside of the deep
influence to the Chinese citizens’ lives brought by the
tea culture spirit.

Our enterprise is a cultural ship, the culture of
Dragon Well Tea is our endurable and constant direction,
but our end target is still the vast market. By this book,
we wish the readers could see the ship of our enterprise
appear in the horizon.

Finally. I think to end this preface with the mark
of the tea culture village of dragon well mountain teas:

Hangzhou, a modern city now, used to be called
Lin’an and served as the capital of South Song Dynasty.

Facing the West Lake., Longjing Park, also
named the Cultural Village of Dragon Well Tea is lo-
cated on Wengjia Mountain at the height of more than
200 meters. It is known to be the origin of Shifeng the
best type of Dragon Well tea. Surrounded by green moun-
tains it presents a picture of heavenly beauty with a
bird-eye’s view of the West Lake. Strolling in the gar-
den ,you will be fascinated by the luxuriant tea trees,

jogged rocks, intertwining vines and the floating clouds

as well. This kind of favorable natural environment will
even make the withered trees grow thickly, let alone the
tea trees It is such an attraction that people have kept
swarming there for a visit .including such famous fig-
ures in Chinese history as Lu Yu—the sage in Chinese

tea cultural history. Su Shi a literary giant in Song
Dynasty, and Qian Long —a dynamic and able emperor
in Qing Dynasty .At that time .it displayed a splendid
view of tea culture ,tea technology ,teashops and tea-
related events and person .In the long course of Chinese
history .it is of special significance for it helps to estab-
lish the thousand-year-long tea culture of China .

With the purpose of carrying on and forward the
tea culture ,we organize the tourists to have a self-expe-
rience of probing Dragon Well tea and seeking its his-
tory from Tong Dynasty and the “zuo cha™ in Ming and
Qing Period, will be represented .Only by that time will
this garden be really regarded by the PATA as the Cul-
ture Village of Dragon Well Tea, with an image of Chi-
nese Tea City.

YU MING
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Dragon Well, name of spring and temple of West
Lake in Hangzhou, is also a name of tea. The tea name
is much more famous than the spring and temple name,
though it appeared after them. These days, "Dragon Well"
is usually associated with "Dragon Well Tea".

Nowadays the spread of original planting area has
expended to about 260 small towns in 14 counties like
Hangzhou, Shaoxing, etc. And the area of tea farm is
more than 800,000 mu. "West Lake Dragon Well Tea",
gestated by rains and fogs of West Lake, is the most pre-
cious tea and has become a consonant name card of
Hangzhou.

"Dragon Well Tea" has an extraordinary status and
significance in the history of famous tea in China. It is
worthy of researching and probing for its abundant his-
tory and culture.

Firstly, the ancients attached importance to
"Dragon Well Tea" from Ming Dynasty, but looking back
on its history we can find the source in Dang Dynasty.
According to historical data, produce area of "Dragon
Well Tea" is "no more than 10 mu" and "only one or
two tea farmers who were good at cooking tea". ( Eight
Letters On Keeping Healthy, Gao Lian); Till Qing
Dynasty, " 'Dragon Well Tea ' has an area only of dozens
of mu, other tea farms are all smaller than it"(A Record
Of Information About Dragon Well, Wang Mengjuan);
At the end of Qing Dynasty, "Dragon Well Tea called
today is the tea planted in this hill (Lion Peak), about 3
to 5 1i." (Looking For Dragon Well Tea, Cheng Yu).
During the time of Republic of China according to He
Boxiong's General Situation of West Lake Dragon Well
Tea (published in number 7 of roll 32 East, 1935) Dragon
Well Tea had divided into four classes: lion, dragon, cloud
and tiger. Dragon Well Tea had an area of 2970 mu and
produced 1188 dan. The reason why Dragon Well Tea
could develop from a famous tea around a small area to
a well-known tea industry is full of research value.

Secondly, among lots of celebrated teas, "West
Lake Dragon Well Tea" sells well around China and the
world. Can you cite any other tea like this one? Tea deal-
ers have accumulated copious experience in Marketing,

which is worth to sum up and abstract.

Thirdly, Dragon Well Tea is one of the indispens-
able places of interest in West Lake. For example: "Ask-
ing Tea in Dragon Well". Also, a lot of landscapes around
West Lake have relationship with tea. For example:
Hupao, Meijiawu, Lingyin, Tianzhu, Taoguang, Yunqi,
Wang Village, Liu Village, Jingci Tample, Zhiguo Tample
and etc. So a new tour line can be exploited on the basis
of Culture of Dragon Well Tea.

Fourthly, most celebrities of West Lake liked
drinking tea and left a great deal of poems and essays
about tea for us. For example: Bai Juyi and Yao He in
Dang Dynasty; Fan Zhongyan, Cai Xiang, Chen Xiang,
Zhao Bian and Shu Shi in Song Dynasty: Xu Ji in Yuan
Dynasty; Tian Rucheng, Chen Jiru, Tu Long, Yuan
Hongdao, Tong Hanchen, Yu Ruoying and Wang Zhideng
in Ming Dynasty; Wang Wei, Chen Zhang, Zhu Yizun,
Chen Chan in Qing Dynasty. In modern times, more fa-
mous people gathered around West Lake. They were
Kang Youwei, Liang Shiqiu, Wang Zengqi. Chen
Congjin, Ba Jin, He Manzi and etc. Certainly, we can't
forget Mao Zhedong, Zhou Enlai, Zhu De and Chen Yi.
These old revolutionaries showed special love to Dragon
Well Tea. In a word, all mentioned above is a kind of
considerable human culture resource.

Culture of Dragon Well Tea is a great topic and
many articles can be written from it. Culture of Dragon
Well Tea is a question for discussion, including many
projects in the area of physical science and literae
humaniores. Culture of Dragon Well Tea is a culture
project, waiting for mapping up a comprehensive plan
and carrying out.

Mr. Zhao Dachuan excavated a lot of original pic-
tures and objects, wrote Investigation on Dragon Well
Tea Through Pictures and made new contribution to the
research of Culture of Dragon Well Tea. We are so much
looking forward to the participation of more experts and
lovers of tea culture. Let's make concerted efforts and

construct Culture of Dragon Well Tea together!

Ruan Haogeng
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