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Skunk Hour

By Robert Lowell

(For Elizabeth Bishop) Lawirg o aﬁr“b“”“
Nautilus Island's hermit ol e aa? spoafn
hgiress still lives through winter in gu@:?n)amge
her sheep still graze above the sea. ¥ 1E R
Her son’s a bishop. Her farmer HE
is first selectman in our village;
she’s in her dotage.

Thirsting for

the hierarchic privacy i pressTS, ot ‘:um* -
of Queen Victoria's century, g *lato ¥ Land
she buys up all u»ﬁ")

the eyesores facing her shore,

and lets them fall,

The smon‘(ﬁl-: o
%ve lost ?mmer@iuumim, ovk
w to leap froman L. L., Bean

catalogue. His nine-knot yawl

was auctioned off to lobstcrmen.

A red fox stain covers Blue Hill.

And now@‘;&iry

decorator brightens his shop for fall:

his fishnet's filled with orange cog]
.hhcobbur\::beu'ﬁ ool For w
w |

t is no money in his work, hokS in
he’d rather marry.



