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Mini-project

An Interview About Understa
1. Work in pairs. Student A should ask student B the follo
student B should ask student A the questions on Card 8.
Card A

to Natural Disasters

uestions on Card A, and

(1) What comes 10 mind when you hoar the term “natural disastors”
21 What are natmal disasers

(31 Have you ever experienced a natural disasicr

(4) What was the last nawral disasier you saw on TV

(1) Have you ever propared for s natural disaier!

(6) Are there often natural disastors in your country”

17 Do you think natural disasiers are happening more frequently in the warld today*

(N What'« the wors natural disaster i your opinion”

19 Do you think (ke world should be more soncerned about nataral disasien o wirorism? Wiy
£10) Whan's the best natural dissster movie you v ever sesn?

Card B

(1) Which ane Iy worse, & natural disaster of a man-caused disasicr!

(2) Would you move I you lived in a place where natural disanors wers common®

(9) Why are there so many matural disaier mov ies”
Aot (4] Do you knaw anyono who has been caught in a naturs! disaster!
(51 What are the worst natural disasters you can remember?
3 (6) Ars oatural disastcrs acts of God?
e, {71 Do you think governments have done sulficient jobs to help people afler namral disasters?
%) What would barpen 1 a giant comat hit the cardh’
(9 M & nawral disaster hit your town, what would you do'!
£10) Do you think natural disasters alwayy sevm 10 affeet poor people mosr? Why*
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Unit 0

A Brand-New
Start

Unit Preview

Learning Objectives:

Themes of the Unit
To discuss homesickness of college freshmen.
To read about time management skills.
Vocabulary
To grasp vocabulary relevant to education and college life.
Language Point
To practice vowel pronunciation.
Reading Skill
To guess unknown words properly.
Writing Skill
To write a letter.
Mini-project

To discuss how to cope with psychological problems of college freshmen.

Research Study:

Topic: Descriptions on Homesickness in Literature
Task: Homesickness can be traced back to Odysseus from Homer’ s The Odysse
the hard ground thinking of home. Actual documented cases of homesickne
groups to search for descriptions in literature on homesickness in either Gl

them with the class.



1.

Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1) American college students usually live in dormitories for the whole four years. ( )

2) Dorms may have different aims. ( )

3) Clubs are varied, so all students can join their favourite ones according to individual interests. (
4) There is no religious club on campus. ( )

5) If there are not enough students interested, new clubs won 't be recognized by schools. (
Listen to the passage again and check your answers.

Answer the following questions.

1) Do you like living in dormitories? Why or why not?

2)  What club would you like to join? Why do you like it?

)

Match expressions with their explanations.

o

[98]

n

a. freshman b. sophomore ¢. junior

d. senior e. compulsory course  f. optional course

a student in the third year of a four-year course at a high school, college or university
a course that must be done and is required by the school, college or university

a student in the second year of a course at a high school, college or university

a student in the year before graduation from a high school, college or university

a student in the first year of a course at a high school, college or university

a course that may be chosen as one wishes
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order not to get into serious trouble.

o

Whether you’ re a freshman or a senior, studying abroad or going to college
in your hometown, it’ s natural to need a period of adjustment when you
leave home. Experiencing new things and meeting different people can
be exciting and stressful at the same time. Sometimes, it can make you
feel a deep desire to return to the people and surroundings you know
best.

The good news is that homesickness goes away sooner or later. As you
gradually get used to your new surroundings, you’ Il grow more
comfortable. You’ll also get a sense of confidence and independence by
knowing that you can learn to adjust. Here are some tips to help you.
Bring a piece of home. Pack special things that remind you of home
and give you comfort like your pillow, pictures, posters, music and food
items.

Focus on what youre getting. Instead of thinking about everything you’ re
missing, focus on what you will get by being away. Think about all the

new experiences you can share with friends and family when you return.

" Do you miss your family in the first days of J;our college life? If so, you need to deal with it carefully in
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I Words to Know
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Cultural Note ®
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Cultural Note
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period

Aadjustment

experience

stressful
desire
surrounding
gradually
confidence
independence
adjust
remind
comfort
poster

focus

explore

Know that you’ re not alone. Everyone who is new is in the same

boat, so find a friend to go exploring. Walk around and get to know

the campus and the city. The more familiar you become with your new

surroundings, the more your feelings of homesickness will fade.

® Get active. Join a club or a study group, or find a part-time job that will

get you into contact with other people. Knowing that you will see the same

faces and work on a regular schedule helps a lot.

@ Plan a visit. Invite friends and family to visit you and act as their tour

guide. It also helps to schedule a trip back home, but avoid going

home on every weekend. You’ll get more confidence by sticking it out

and finding new things to do.

~@ Talk about your feelings. Homesickness is natural. If you find you

are having trouble coping with it, talk to a friend, a roommate, or a

campus counselor. It’ s important to admit your

['proriad] 7.

them inside. You are surely not the fi

[o'dzAstmant] ».
[1k'sprorions] vz.
n.
['stresfl] adj.
[di'zara(1)] ».
[so'raundin] ».
['greed3zuali] adv.
['konfidans] 7.

[.ind1'pendans] ~.

-~ [2'dzast] v

[r1'maind] vz.
['kamfat] n.
['pousta(t)] n.
['foukas] vt. vi.
[1k'sploz(1)] vi.
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campus
familiar
fade
contact

schedule

avoid
cope
/A counselor

admit

1l Phrases to Know

sooner or later

get used to sth.

remind sb. of sth.

focus on

share with sb.

be in the same boat
make an effort to do sth.

get in contact with

avoid doing sth.

['kaeempas] n.

[fo'milia(r)] ad).

[ferd] vi.
['kontaekt] ».
['fedju:l] n.

vi.
[o'vpid] vi.
[kaup] vi.
['kavnsala(r)] n.

[od'mit] vz. vi.
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1. Whether you’ re a freshman or a senior, studying abroad or going to college in your hometown...
(Para. 1)
whether... or... 3R JCiB e oo MR TR R TR LA N 2
B TR — i SR DIAE G, AR RAEAME S RIER S bR, eees
2. Experiencing new things and meeting different people can be exciting and stressful at the same time.
(Para. 1)
experiencing new things il meeting different people 45/ 4 i) %15 6 15 .
X 2T AE WA R AN 21k N3 By 3T S di
3. The good news is that homesickness goes away sooner or later. (Para. 2)
1) news HialA L} DL s 5 R AASSE FORA IR 1], i LA A5 21 s
2) that 5| S E ] RMOETE 2] is 1 205 ]
X AFHERERZHE R SHE.
4. Asyou gradually get used to your new surroundings, ... (Para. 2)
as AR AR, 5| FARE B R Pl
5 3 A VRIEWNE VTR, -
5. Instead of thinking about everything you're missing, ... (Para. 4)
instead ofl%ji] Z‘g ...... ”ﬁﬁ% ...... i
X . AEEREFEIEA dIEdEi:E‘JT@ [[0F=3RRREE

IV Pronunciation Focus

Vowels | (Ft&F 1)

i _ (1] [2] [0] [u] [A] [¢] []

H|

(iz] [3:] [21] [u:] [az]
NHE [e1] [a1] [p1] [av] [ou] [12] [ea] [Va]
B
-I
[s1t]
[1.] see [siz} [ae] cat [ka:t]
[a] winner ['wina] [e1] day [det]
[31] —~her [h3:] [a1] wise [waiz]
[p] not [npt] [o1] boy [bar]
[21] law [1o1] [au] now [nav]
[u] put [put] - [ay] no [nav]
[uz] soon [sun] [19] near [n19]
[A] run [ran] [ea] hair ~ [hed]
[a:] father ['fa:da] [va] tour [tua]



