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Open and Read
Find Something Valuable



HEP World’s Classics

There is a Chinese saying: “It is beneficial to open any book.” It is even
more fruitful to open and read classic books. The world is keeping on changing,
but really fundamental and essential things stay the same since there is nothing
new under the sun. Great ideas have been discovered and re-discovered, and
they should be learnt and re-learnt. Classic books are our inheritance from
all the previous generations and contain the best of knowledge and wisdom
of all the people before us. They are timeless and universal. We cannot travel
back in time, but we can converse with the originators of current theories
through reading their books. Classic books have withstood the test of time.
They are reliable and contain a wealth of original ideas. More importantly,
they are also books which have not finished what they wanted or hoped to
say. Consequently, they contain unearthed treasures and hidden seeds of new
theories, which are waiting to be discovered. As it is often said: history is
today. Proper understanding of the past work of giants is necessary to carry
out properly the current and future researches and to make them to be a part of
the history of science and mathematics. Reading classic books is not easy, but it
is rewarding. Some modern interpretations and beautiful reformulations of the
classics often miss the subtle and crucial points. Reading classics is also more
than only accumulating knowledge, and the reader can learn from masters on
how they asked questions, how they struggled to come up with new notions and
theories to overcome problems, and answers to questions. Above all, probably
the best reason to open classic books is the curiosity: what did people know,
how did they express and communicate them, why did they do what they did?

It can simply be fun!



ii HEP World’s Classics

This series of classic books by Higher Education Press contains a selection
of best classic books in natural history, mathematics, physics, chemistry, in-
formation technology, geography, etc. from the past two thousand years. They
contain masterpieces by the great people such Archimedes, Newton, Lavoisier,
Dalton, Gauss, Darwin, Maxwell, and hence give a panorama of science and
mathematics. They have been typeset in modern fonts for easier and more en-
joyable reading. To help the reader understand difficult classics better, some
volumes contain introductions and commentaries by experts. Though each
classic book can stand in its own, reading them together will help the reader
gain a bigger perspective of science and mathematics and understand better
interconnection between seemingly unrelated topics and subjects.

Higher Education Press has been the largest publisher in China. Besides the
long tradition of providing high quality books for proper education and train-
ing of university and graduate students, she has also set out to provide research
monographs and references books to people at all levels around the world.
Higher Education Press considers it her duty to keep the world science and
mathematics community informed of what has been achieved in their subjects
in easy and accessible formats. This series of classic books is an integral part
of this effort.
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Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon (1707—1788)




#i# (Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon, 1707—1788),
18 20k 2 Y= X AER . M BFFLAIEY £ U BB IR S
HEYIRERIFEMARE, 8058 “FMRKABR—FEFHRKHEA

fi st b A Tk E SR ORI —MRINKE, BYEZHSHTE, AR
BRAIRZAH EWRERI NG . 1730 4F, KRB 451 TR 2 s
B, BIA—RUFN TEERH . B L MEAA], HEXAA BN EEBITR
S R RIS EF o 1733 4F, A dHE ALk 2L PR B AT B ERAT 5T 51,
1739 4F, MUV EREFHYIFER K, 1753 4, M4k ek 2 RERi bt . fi
B NS ERYEREST, 5% 40 0 EM C BRE ) XFMEREE . (H
R YAt 44 B, B, 5 THIERE . AR | S e s AF,
AR EBWEE . BRI “PRparas Mool iR Y0t
Pt BABURAE SER, X ERIE/RCRY “DfRIE” 5 <kt
FEAE T B, A Bt R gk R SCFR A “UABRARR 2 AR YR X /) ]
I — A"



b

Rz

.

o

The title page of the original version

s

s




Directions for placing the Plates in the Seventh Volume.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

Page 30,
38,
43,
48,
65,
72,
83,
93,

103,
115,
131,
144,
193,

CONTENTS

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

101, 102.

107, 108.

103, 104.

105, 106.

109, 110.

111, 112, 113.
114, 115, 116.
117, 118, 119.
120, 121, 122, 123.
124, 125, 126.
127, 128.

129, 130, 131, 132
133, 134.



CONTENTS

OF

THE SEVENTH VOLUME.

Of Carnivorous Animals.

Of THGETS + « = ev v om et e st a s s et e e e 1
Animals of the Old Continent - - - - -« « oo v voeen o, 3
Animals of the New World: - - - -+« c oo ievi i 13
Antmals Common to Both Continents « « « « -+« oo v v n 18
The THGers » «  « + == v m s mm ettt 31
The Panther, Qunce, and Leopard « - - - -« -« « oo eevnennaeuan.. 3%
The JAGUAT- + + = -+ =« <=« r o ms st esasia e e 46
The COUGRT -+« + + + =« v st t et tunennenuaseanenaeneennsnnnenns 51
TRE LYNE -« ++ o v oo v s ee e e e 55
Thie CUraedl « &= ~osie 505 5 3 G@ e 6 5 & SEEE R 5 8WER S oE 5 5 @ 61
The HYEna: - -« - =« == c o remerens e eaenaeeenens 64

The Ci'UCt and the Zlbet ..................................... 71



il CONTENTS

The Clomed = 5 5 6 9 s 38 3 Qa5 835 G UREW 2388 BES g 688 PSS 78
Phe Black Wills « < <=« wom o s s mmmm s s n e s et s mm b n s s 81
The Canadian Musk-rat, and the Muscovy Musk-rat -+« « o« oo v v ov v 82
The Peccari, or Mezican Hog- -+« « -+« « e o vvmeeaiaa 87

The Rousette, or Ternat Bat, the Rougette, or Little Ternat, and the

Vammsme: + 515 % ¢ 5+ 5 GH SR 438 PRGBS (%P1 BHE 56 A 4 SEE Y F PP AR 92
THE SORBGEL FAL + « = = pcm oo o mmmm v s o nwmmm ey muamevssnmmmn 100
e Bl Bl - » wmme s x5 mame s s mmnmb s 0 e 101
The Bearded Baks « » » s a5 555 sssmes s 2 Gamas 452 s@mm i s 48 @ww@ s 102
The Striped Bt < « s wvvw v e sn vnses S 7 wmmavss s ossmui ovssmsnn 104
The POLGtOUCh « » + + « + v« + v o v e v s et e mennneee oo annes 105
The Crey Sauirrals » #o 5 6o 56 manmss s s smap 50 55 bnaass s 8o mdhmss 109
The Palmist, the Squirrels of Barbary and Switzerland - - - - - -« - -« -« - 112
The ATt BLeTsS: - « « « « « v« o vttt et aaan e 114
The Long and Short-tailed Manis - « -+« «« c oo oeveeneenneen .. 122
The ATl = = s w6 5 6 5 5 MWW s 5 5 8 Hwiw s v g5 5 wawn 8w w 125
The Three-Banded - - « «« « « <« v« oo mm s o omaaneeeeaas o, 128

G By « « 555 5 555 Bmm s s 55 W B WS 5 555 MPEE §EFE BAEE s 130

Wight-banded » x«c« s« xswwiss s ny 2 salen s xawwman s 5 we v 133

Nine-bamded - - -« « + e v ce e e e e i 134

TREIE-BOTEARd « =« « = » = o v m w w0 o e n e e e et s e E 6 135

Eighteen-banded- « - <+ -+« « v v v ittt e 136

e PUEHE ~ = ¢ « + » o v w0 o 6 820 memsssnomanen s smowi s s« o omem s 143



CONTENTS iii

e OPOSTUIY =« « = » + > == v 5 = swm e v s s s v nx o wm § R BT 148
e Migrmoge s=ms s § 55 $ s s 55 3 F@EE 46 4 ¢ 8 Fums €18 8w £ o aa m e 159
The Cayopollit - « <« + =+« e v » sinn o et e e st h s 161
The Blephant + « -+« « == s v v e st amm st muns o mtoneeisannsss 163

The Rhinoceros ........................................... 197



BUFFON’S
NATURAL HISTORY.

OF CARNIVOROUS ANIMALS..

OF TIGERS.

S the word Tiger is a generic name, given several animals of different
A' species, it is proper to begin with distinguishing them from each other.
Leopards and Panthers have often been confounded together, and are called
Tigers by most travellers. The Ounce, a small species of Panther, which is
easily tamed, and used by the Orientals in the chace, has been taken for the
Panther itself, and described as such by the name of Tiger. The Lynx, and that
called the Lion’s provider, have also sometimes received the name of Panther,
and sometimes Ounce. In Africa, and in the southern parts of Asia, these
animals are common; but the real tiger, and the only one which ought to be
so called, is scarce, was little known by the ancients, and is badly described by
the moderns. Aristotle does not mention him; and Pliny merely speaks of him
as an animal of prodigious velocity; tremendce velocitatis animal;* adding, that
he was a much more scarce animal than the Panther, since Augustus presented
the first to the Romans at the dedication of the theatre of Marcellus, while so
early as the time of Scaurus, this ZAdile sent 150 panthers, and afterwards 400
were given by Pompey, and 420 by Augustus, to the public shews at Rome.

* Pliny Nat. Hist. lib. viii. cap. xviii.
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Pliny, however, gives no description of the tiger, or any of its characteristics.
Oppian and Solinus appear to be the first who observed that the tiger is marked
with long streaks, and the panther with round spots. This, indeed, is one of the
characteristics which distinguishes the true tiger from a number of animals that
have been so called. Strabo, in speaking of the real tiger, gives Megasthenes as
his authority, for saying that in India there are tigers twice as large as the lion.
The tiger then stands described by the ancients as an animal that is fierce and
swift, marked with long stripes, and exceeding the lion in size; nor has Gesner,
nor the other modern naturalists, who have treated of the tiger, added any
thing to these observations of the ancients.

In the French language all those skins of which the hair is short, and are
marked with round and distinct spots, are called tiger-skins, and travellers
sharing in this error, have called all animals so marked by the general name of
tigers; even the academy of sciences have been borne away by this torrent, and
have adopted the appellation to all, although by dissection they found them
materially different.

The most general cause, as we intimated in the article of the lion, of these
ambiguous terms in Natural History, arose from the necessity of giving names to
the unknown productions of the New World, and thus the animals were called
after such of the old continent to whom they had the smallest resemblance.
From the general denomination of tiger to every animal whose skin was spotted,
instead of one species of that name, we now have nine or ten, and consequently
the history of these animals is exceedingly embarrassed, writers have applied
to one species what ought to have been ascribed to another.

To dispel the confusion which necessarily results from these erroneous de-
nominations, particularly among those which have been commonly called tigers,
I have resolved to give a comparative enumeration of quadrupeds, in which I
shall distinguish, 1. Those which are peculiar to the old continent, and were not
found in America when first discovered. 2. Those which are natives of the new
continent, and were unknown in the old. 3. Those which existing alike in both
continents, without having been carried from one to the other by man, may
be considered as common to both. For which purpose it has been necessary to
collect and arrange the scattered accounts given by the historians of America,

and those who first visited this continent as travellers.



