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Editor’s Note

1. The Yearbook of World Economy is a voluminous reference book reflecting the global
and regional economic situation, keeping track of world economic activities, investigating
world economic trends, tracing the industrial development and offering informations on ma-
jor corporations (enterprises) both in China and abroad.

2. The yearbook started publication in 1979 and has produced its volumes in 1979, 1981,
1982, 1983/1984, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1996 respectively.
The materials in the 1988 volume stretch over the period from 1983/1984 to 1987. The pre-
sent volume covers the data following 1996 edition.

3. This edition consists of 15 parts: (1)Overview on the world economy; (2)Economic pro-
files by country (region); (3) World industrial outlook; (4) World agriculture; (5) World
trade; (6) International finance; ( 7) Domestic trade in selected countries; (8) World sci-
ence and technology ; (9) World tourism; (10) Environmental aspects of the world econo-
my; (11) World economic organizations and economic conferences; (12) Major events of the
world economic activities; (13) The largest industrial and commercial corporations in China
and abroad; ( 14) The Economy of China; (15) Selected statistics of the world economy.
4. Data Contained in this yearbook are from authoritative sources, such as the publications
of the United Nations, the World Bank, official economic reports and and statistical data of
various countries. Sources of all important statistical data are indicated. As data listed in
different parts of the book are often from different sources, some minor statistical discrep-
ancies might be found despite our efforts to prevent them.

5. The yearbook is sponsored by the Institute of World Economics and Politics, Chinese A-
cademy of Social Sciences (CASS), and compiled by World Economic Yearbook Editorial
Board, with the help of The First Editorial Office of Economic Theory, the Publishing
House of Economic Science, Beijing Cadre—training College of Finance & Trade, The Asso-
ciation of Foreign Investment Enterprises in China and The Institute of Economics of
Nankai University. The contributors are from institutes of World Economics and Politics,
Latin America Studies, West Asia & Africa Studies ( the above three institutes are integral
parts of CASS), Economic Culture of China and Foreign Countries, Hong Kong Economic
Reporter, Beijing Cadre —training College of Finance & Trade, Foreign Investment Admin-
istration and The Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation of the Min-
istry of the Foreign Trade & Economic Cooperation, International Finance Institute of the
Bank of China, Institute of Contemporary International Relations, Institute of International
Affairs, State Statistical Bureau, etc.

6. The Year Book of World Economy Will be Published by the publishing House of Econom-
ic Science Since 1997.

7. Readers are welcome to give us suggestions on the book’s compilation and point out its’
errors and omissions. We believe that your suggestions will help us to do a better job in the

future.
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