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In the spring of 2018, the exhibition ‘Where Great Writers Gather: Treasures of the
British Library’ opens at Shanghai Library. This is an important exhibition in the bilateral
cultural exchange program 'The British Library in China: Connecting through Culture
and Learning'. Not only is it a high-level cultural exchange between China and the UK
and the first extensive collaboration between Shanghai Library and the British Library,

but also a spiritual interaction between the people of both countries.

The key to friendly relations between countries lies in the affinity between their people,
which stems from mutual understanding. The translation of literary works is a very effec-
tive and important means of cross-cultural communication. As is known by all, the trea-
sures of English literature are like brilliant stars in the sky, a wealth shared by people
across the world and adored by Chinese readers. The dedication of Chinese translators
and literary critics has given a powerful impetus to cultural exchanges and continuously

fulfilled people’s ever-increasing demand for cultural activities.

The finest of all blossoms from the garden of literature should grow together and re-
flect in and on one another’'s beauty, just as the spiritual and artistic wealth of nations
should be interconnected and mutually appreciated. We hope that British blossoms
continue to flourish in Chinese soil, and hope that the Chinese translation of English

literary classics will forever retain its vitality.

As Confucius would say: It is always a great pleasure to receive friends from afar. On
behalf of Shanghai Library, | heartily welcome the visit of our colleagues from the British
Library and look forward to further cooperation between the two institutions. Together,

we can contribute greatly to the prosperity of human civilisation.

Chen Chao
Director, Shanghai Library

January, 2018



This exhibition celebrates five important British authors and unites
two great institutions of literature and learning: the British Library and
Shanghai Library. We are proud to be displaying original manuscripts by
Charlotte Bronté, Charles Dickens, Percy Bysshe Shelley, T.S. Eliot and
D.H. Lawrence as part of an exhibition looking at English literature within
the context of translation and adaptation in China—and, more specifically,

within Shanghai itself.

At the British Library, we hold one of the most important collections of

unique literary manuscripts and highly-prized first editions created by world-
famous authors. As part of our international purpose to ‘work with partners
around the world to advance knowledge and mutual understanding’, | am
delighted that we are collaborating with the remarkable Shanghai Library to
display highlights from these wonderful archives, and learn more about our

collections through exhibiting them to Chinese audiences.

This partnership with Shanghai Library is part of an ambitious three-
year project— ‘The British Library in China: connecting through culture
and learning —that aims to build closer cultural relations between the
British Library and China, working with Chinese cultural and educational
organisations. Funded by the UK Government, the project has seen us
transform our engagement across China, developing exhibitions, online
learning resources and a knowledge exchange programme. Sharing our
most important literary icons with audiences in China is a symbol of our
commitment to international partnership and dialogue, and | look forward to

many more opportunities to share knowledge and collections in the future.

Py Fery

Chiet Executive, The British Library

January, 2013
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©British Library Board

Portrait of Percy Bysshe Shelley, frontispiece to The Poetical Works of Percy Bysshe
Shelley, edited by Mrs Shelley (London: E. Moxon, 1839), British Library W6/9198
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