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UNIT 1

English Language and Learning

PART I _

c P@éﬂ) How to Manage Your Time

2 ) | e

New Words and Expressuons
ensure /in'[ua/ v. #ifk attendance /a'tendens/ n. /%, H¥)
recreation /rekri'e1f (a)n/ n. %R prime /praim/ adj. R4y
flexibility /.fleksi'bilitt/ n. #Lzht
high on your priority list 4% %64 /& 69455 P 12 & 477

keep an account of iZ % X
“\@j)‘ﬁ 4
5 'ﬂf,' /
/! 1,‘ P

© Exercises
’»’ ‘f l‘

Directions: Listen to the passage three times and fill in the missing m’fonmnon
Spending time, like spending money, is a very personal matter. We(all havge to live on 168
hours each week. Successful students, like other successful people, 1) Ve

LB

to ensure that they spend it effectively. N W

The first step in learning to 2) il ) & Is

learning—getting an education—high on your priority list? How about your current Jabg ‘.yﬂflr
family? What is the most important to you? v’

Next, 3) . For the next week, keep an
account of everything you do: class attendance, study, work, eating, recreation, exercise, sleep,

etc. Also note when and how long you do these activities.

In addition to looking at how much time you spend on each activity; 4)

. For example, if learning is high on your priority list, do you
study during your prime energy hours or only after everything else is done for the day?

Start by building a realistic time schedule that gives time to the activities that fit with your
priorities and will help you reach your goals.

")
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Finally, 5) . Some flexibility is

necessary, of course, to take care of unexpected demands, but 6)

I Lead-in »

Think about the following questions.

1. Why do you think English is the most commonly used 1anguage in the world?

2. Can you list some differences between American Bngllsh amLBntish English?

3. Which do you think is the most difficult skill in Enghsh leammg hstemng, speakmg,

reading, or writing?

w

(Text A

English, the Most Widely Used Language
Ruth Hayhoe and Richard Musman

@ In the United Nations and its various organizations, such as UNESCO and WHO,
six official languages are used. These were chosen on the basis of the sizes of the world’s
populations using each of these languages. Can you guess what they are? Chinese, English,
Russian, French, Spanish and Arabic. Although these six languages are all spoken by very large
numbers of people, English is still the most commonly used one. Sixty percent of all the world’s
radio programs are in English. Seventy percent of all the world’s mail is written in English.

© In the modern world there is another reason for the increasingly widespread use of English.
It is a language well suited to modern science and technology. Half of the world’s scientific
literature is written in English. Fifty years ago all westerners studying science at high levels had
to learn German, as a main language of science. Now English has replaced German for scientific
writing. Many German scientists publish their research results in English. Therefore, knowledge
of English is extremely valuable for any person wanting to understand the modern world.

© However, there are many varieties of English, which a language learner should be aware
of. Written English is more or less the same in both Britain and the USA, and in everyday speech

<



English Language and Learning : UNIT1

the two peoples have little difficulty in understanding one another. However, there are some
American words that are peculiar to the USA and are quite different from their equivalents in
the rest of the English-speaking world. For example, Americans say truck, elevator, apartment,
sidewalk, check, candy, rent a car, in the fall, subway, and first floor while the English use lorry,
lift, flat, pavement, bill, sweets, hire a car, in autumn, underground and ground floor.
© On the other hand, there are a number of differences between American and British
English in the spelling of words, e.g. check, labor, behavior, color, center (US)/cheque, labour,
behaviour, colour, centre (UK). In American English, “practice™ is used both for the verb and
noun. In British English, the verb is spelled “practise” and the noun “practice”.
© In the main, American English avoids the doubling up of consonants especially L’s in
nouns and verbs while British English does not. In American English, for example, one writes
“travel, traveled, traveling, traveler”, while in British English, one writes “travel, travelled,
travelling, traveller”.
@ Besides vocabulary, Americans and British use different greetings. In the USA the
commonest greeting is “Hi!” In Britain it is “Hello!” or “How are you?” When they are
introduced to someone, most Americans say, “Glad to know you.” or just “Hi.”” The British say,
“How do you do?” or “Pleased to meet you.” When Americans say “Goodbye,” they nearly
always add, “Have a good day,” or “Have a good trip,” etc. to friends and straﬁg&é alike. Britons
are already beginning to use “Have a good day.”
@ It was predicted that British and American English would draw so far apart that eventually
they would become separate languages. The opposite has happened. The links between the two
are so strong that linguistically, and probably culturally too, they are closer together than ever.
(The text is adapted from New Century College English Extensive Reading 1, South China
University of Technology Publishing House, 2002.)

S V-

Né_)ie-—s:tbf the Text

L (Para. 1) These were chosen on the basis of the sizes of the world’s populations using each
of these languages.
e
on the basis of #4f% ; #&K#fz; 7E------FLRl -
e.g. She was chosen for the job on the basis of her qualifications.
W P A Rk AR X R TAE,
e.g. The judgement was made on the basis of second-hand information.

ZH W RARE—FE RN,

b RXNFIE TR E R AR SRR 1A AR R 1 -

\’
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& (Para. 1) Although these six languages are all spoken by very large numbers of people,
English is still the most commonly used one.
R
although conj. #x “HR; RE; BME” B5F, Ao]5&E butiEH, [HA] 5 yet, still,
nevertheless 5 &ll iali% H .
e.g. Although the sun was shining, it wasn’t very warm.
RERMZHBE, R2MEES,
fi
[7i] % i#] though
e.g. He’s a nice person, though he’s not very clever.

HAANFA, RRRKIEH

BEED REBONMIESHEAAORE, RIEIR IR ERGEAIES .

&, (Para. 2) In the modern world there is another reason for the increasingly widespread use of
English. It is a language well suited to modern science and technology.
e
suited J2 3/ suit 1 K /rRE S, MAMESS BEih, EEE “RER; E Y07,
e.g. These clothes aren’t really suited to a tropical climate.
B AIR R F A RIS T
B )
suitable adj. SiE M EHA
‘W W FH7% ¢ suitable for sth. /sb.; suitable to do sth.
e.g. This program is not suitable for children.
BEAYAILERE,
e.g. I don’t have anything suitable to wear for the party.
BEARELERES EF TR,

BEED JB eI AR B 2 A — AR R AERE T IR —
i .

4, (Para. 2) Therefore, knowledge of English is extremely valuable for any person wanting to
understand the modern world.
valuable adj. RATHMY; IRELEM; FiH
W WL« valuable to sb. /sth.
e.g. This advice was proved valuable.

X B AR R A B,

#



English Language and Learning | UNIT1

Eil -
valuable %/~ “IR{EERNY; HER", & Xiak valueless, worthless.,
e.g. Luckily, nothing valuable was stolen.
FiEMA, BAREDRKS.
invaluable adj. #A FR; BERT
‘H W FH: : invaluable to/for sb. /sth.; invaluable in sth.
e.g. The book will be invaluable for students in higher education.

A BT HRFERAERMEL
b R, 2 T SRR — AR EE T A S A AR BT R B

(Para. 3) However, there are many varieties of English, which a language learner should be
aware of.
e
variety 7E i AbF5 15 578K, HuFk “speech variety”, $5[6]—iE 5 IARIARIK, W3EEEE |
WORHE TS . ENRESETR S
aware adj. i ; AR
“H UL - be aware of sth.; be aware that
e.g. He was well aware of the problem.
ReAR 2 XA AL
e.g. Were you aware that something was wrong?
A EA TR CLZE T FA?
il
awareness n. £E57; BN
e.g. It is important that students develop an awareness of how the Internet can be used.

TR R AR AT S TR IR
> RN BB SR A 2R

(Para. 3) Written English is more or less the same in both Britain and the USA, and in
everyday speech the two peoples have little difficulty in understanding one another.
both... and... Y-+ s g e ;- O #B
e.g. Tea processing requires both technique and artistry.
Kotm Lot L L e F AR 2R,
people i LR HARLATE “—EHZR, —1PRIE". W&
the French people 7% E A
the native peoples of Siberia F{AF A< + B ji%

\
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have difficulty (in) doing... ff----+- 7 A E

e.g. She had great difficulty (in) understanding him.

AR A IR ALY 35

il

neither... nor... FE A+ 11 SEEEEY

e.g. I neither knew nor cared what had happened to him.
BREAR s bR AR THAE,

L EREMER, BHiFs L0, wEAEH XA E
FEATEA PR b LA 2 RE

(Para. 3) However, there are some American words that are peculiar to the USA and are quite

different from their equivalents in the rest of the English-speaking world.

different adj. (Jz X if)similar ) R[EH; A XS ; H 250

A WA« different from/to/than sb. /sth.

e.g. American English is significantly different from British English.
EXRELEXEBARKEF,

e.g. (:UHEE ) It’s very different to what I'm used to.
X5 AT IRE K ARARE .

e.g. (R J1H ) He saw he was no different than anybody else.
feik H i 5 HALAZ A 4 A

B

difference n. 25|; 2257 (JZ Lid] similarity )

W UL« difference between A and B; difference in sth.

e.g. There’s a world of difference between liking someone and loving them.
ER—MAFeZ—ANARREZ A,

e.g. Research shows a wide difference in tastes around the city.

MR ERALARLBG IR KA RE,

{ELIE: 56 FEl AT — LB ARF BRI, R EL Al 3 5 5 (o T 8% %o 7 3 914 B )
5o

(Para. 5) In the main, American English avoids the doubling up of consonants especially L’s
in nouns and verbs while British English does not.

v

while Z/RFEA T FIXS L, JCHEAEBEIES.

e.g. Their country has plenty of oil while ours has none.
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¢ SRS e rEROEESTIIET

MBAREESGE, KNMBRH—EILELERH,

BEED ok, KB A R EhiE h AR NS, RHEL, i
BN AR

9, (Para. 6) Besides vocabulary, Americans and British use different greetings.
besides[i-----ZHh (iF )
e.g. There are three other people at the meeting besides Mr. Day.
B AN, FAEAZARE T AL,
o'
#4477 - besides, apart from, except
besides {ESMAl, FoR “BR-e 250 (8) 7
e.g. What other sports do you like besides football?
P BRI T B3R Rt 3E 3 7
except BN “BR----Z AN, FEAEFEFEASSETE .
e.g. I like all sports except football.
HERB RS REF
apart from BERTFE 45 7EN , WAl HE R EISTEN .
e.g. What other sports do you like apart from football?
P R IR B B2k AR 2 12 3 7
e.g. I like all sports apart from football.
RERR RGP RIES)

BEED R LSS, 5 EAEE A A AR

J0 (Para. 7) It was predicted that British and American English would draw so far apart that
eventually they would become separate languages.
iR
“Itis... that+ \A)” ) 8U e , itfEJE TR, that 5] 5 £ A, TEEX BARIRIA AR,
e.g. Itis clear that you have done wrong.
TRBA BARMBART o
50... that... Q.- DAFL- -
e.g. The program has been so organized that none of the talks overlap.
BRETHCZH, ARE—HRRATLAS,

3 Ai1E s, #AREMLEEEZEMERSBRBELR, HRERN
ARIIES

D
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J1 (Para.7) The links between the two are so strong that linguistically, and probably culturally
too, they are closer together than ever.

FEEY SN ERASGEAETEE S 2 LR SRR BB IR, BT
T LA AT A A R 2R B

. Reading Comprehension |
@ Choose the best answer for each of the following questions or statements.
1. According to the passage, English becomes the most widely used language because of the
following reasons except that
A. it is spoken by very large numbers of people
B. it suits to modern science and technology very well
C. it’s widely used in entertainment and communication
D. people admire the country and its people
2. In the modern world a key reason for the increasingly widespread use of English is that
A. English is a language easier to be learned than many other languages
B. many German scientists publish their research results in English
C. most tourists can speak English
D. English is widely used in modern science and technology
3. It can be inferred from the passage that
A. fifty years ago, most of the scientific literature was written in English
B. an American may have difficulty in understanding “ground floor”
C. in British English, people may prefer to write “a canceled plan”
D. Americans and Britons have great difficulty in understanding each other in everyday speech
4. The main difference between British English and American English exists in
A. pronunciation B. words C. culture D. ways of greeting
5. Which of the following may most probably happen to the English language?
A. British English and American English will become different languages in the end.
B. The difference between British English and American English will become larger and larger.
C. The difference between British English and American English will become smaller and
smaller.

D. British English will have greater influence than American English.

@ Answer the following questions.

1. How were the working languages in the United Nations decided?

C



English Language and Learning | UNIT1

2. Why do scientists need to have a good command of the English language?

3. Why can American people and British people understand each other easily?

4. How can we know that an article is written by an Englishman or by an American?

5. What is the trend for the change and development of British English and American English?

' Language Foous |

@ Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

i replace ” van;t—y ‘"ieﬂx_t_r:mely :c]'\;ivalent link *
p el ORIy e SRS o ey
1. The country’s language is Spanish.
2. Teachers will never be by computers in the classroom.
3. Breathing such polluted air is the of smoking ten cigarettes a day.
4. This special tool can be used in a of ways.
5. She found it difficult to get a job after her graduation.
6. It’s on the fifth floor, so we’d better take the
7. Police suspect there may be a between the two murders.
8. This is probably the most difficult poem that we’ll be reading all semester.
9. Two men were walking quickly down the toward him.
10. The plan received support throughout the country.

@ Fill in the blanks with the phrases given below. Change the form where necessary.

T e —%
on the basis of be suitedto ~ more orless  have difficulty in
be aware of a number of  in the main double up

i — . N
1. In my view, he would not the job.
2. As she was young, our age, it was easy to communicate with her.
3. 1 got confused, too. I seem to dealing with numbers.
4. Statement should be made fact.
5. The weather in the last few weeks has been quite good.
6. Working hard means your own efforts to improve yourself.

c



