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Everyone knew that the house on top of the hill belonged to a witch.
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George had seen her black cat.
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Ralph had heard her screeching at the children she tortured.
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Harriet had once been brave enough to peek through her dining room window.
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“There were tall cages everywhere,” she told her friends. “She must be fattening

up an awful lot of kids.”
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Still, every now and then it was fun to cut through the witch lady’s yard.
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It made them all feel very brave indeed.
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One windy October day, the four friends decided to prove their courage once again.
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They were almost over the fence and safe when Louanne tripped.

“Owww!” she cried. “I’ ve twisted my ankle. I can’t stand up!”
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George and Ralph and Harriet thought about going back to help their friend . . .
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... but just as they got up their courage, the witch lady appeared.
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She clapped her hands.
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she yelled at them. “Scat!”
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“You naughty children!”
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George and Ralph and Harriet didn’t think twice. They ran like lightning.
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The witch lady looked down at Louanne.
“What’ s wrong with you?” she asked. “Be off with you!”



