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PREFACE

The Start of a Long Journey ’
It is our pleasure to witness The Start af a Long Journey — the 8th Exhibition of Outstanding Works by Graduates of 2017 from Key Art Institu-
tions of Higher Education in China is staging on the Dalian Campus of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts, This year's exhibilion presents the outstand-
ing works of 393 graduates of the art academies. The National Version of The Start of a Long Journey has been put an for 8 times since its debut
in 2010. Over the years, the event has been staying true to its ::..m.m._o: - the display of excellent graduation warks elected by the participating
academies to rirror authentically the achievements of education m:mam by the art academies in the context of cantemporary art. The exhibition

provides a platferm for the academies and forthe general public to ebserve the difference between the works of students of different colleges,

The joint effarts af the academies have made The Start of a Long Journey a brand of vision that bears domestic and international influence. The

platform also presents great junior artists to the society so that these young people will grow in their talents. It is also a channel for the partici-
pating academies to discuss exchange and share their respective pedagogy, and the frontier subjects will be placed on a greater platform to

benefit more people. This effort witl practically boost the progress of higher art educatjon in China.

The event will render mare opportunities for graduates to learn and to create because they can be invited by more exhibitions both in and out
of China because the event is the showcase of their professional excellence. It may be the starting point for them to escalate new heights, The
exhibits are the result of 4 years of study in art, the most vigorous and potential visual expression fermenting. These exhibits will, in turn,
inspire multi-polar reflection of the art educators in their future education. Besides, the accompanying album collects the cognition of social
environment and attitudes toward art of the graduates as well as the remarks made by their instructors. The concise statements will bécome
the nutrients for the future of arts and carries the delivery of art from older to younger generation. While encouraging the effarts of these'young
artists, we hope they will move ahead, in the future, in a slower but steadier way with more sincerity. Slow but sure, even a little clumsiness

=

doesn’'t matter.

Over the eight years, all the participating academies contribute remarkably to the initiative under the title of The Start of a Long Journey. Here
in LAFA Dalian, | would like to express my gratitude, on the occasion of The Start of a Long Journey — the 8th Exhibition of Qutstanding Works
by Graduates of 2017 from Key Art Institutions of Higher Education in China, to all the academies and the individuals involved for their full

efforts. My thanks go in particular to Luxun Academy of Fine Arts for their preparatory works and the organization of the exhibition. Thank you

SU XINPING

Vice president of Central College of Fine Arts

all for your help.
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PREFACE

The Start of a Long Journey, an initiative by Central College of Fine Arts in 2010, is an exhibition on road hosted in rotation by 9 prestigious art
academies of China and has been conducted 7 times. As a platform to introduce art talents and to inspect art education, it has become a vibrant
academic brand that displays in an overall manner the art education on the higher education level in China. It has significant meaning as a
driver of socio-economic and cultural development and as a pioneering program in professional art education and practice. The initiative
spares no efforts in breaking the harness of traditional mode of a simple collection of graduation works, instead it tries to systemize and
explore various possibilities of higher art education and the future of contemporary art. It has shattered the shackles of the self-appreciation
genre of exhibition of the art academies, therefore is a positive endeavor that reflects the pioneer ship and innovativeness of the art academies
in the context of modern art education. The nine art academies hold scrupulous attitude in selecting the works and provide a precious

showcase to demonstrate to the communities the status quo of art education in China.

The Start of a Long Journey'2017 will be hosted by Luxun Academy of Fine Arts. As the topmost and largest educational exhibition by the prima-
ry art academies of China, the event will serve as a window for the general public to view the quality and status of higher art education in China,

and indeed it will be a visual feast for the people in general.

In the great context of intensified reform of Chinese economy and the new round of rejuvenation policies of Northeast China as an old industrial
base, cultural innovation has become the mission of art colleges. In such backdrop, LAFA, as the most influential art college in Northeast
China, will strengthen its foothold in Liaoning while radiate its influence to the Northeast. The initiative knocks on the door of _Lmo:,:.m‘ and
brought a valuable opportunity for art study and exchange to students majored in art. The art students can absorb nutrition from the exhibition,
which will be conducive to their production of great works. LAFA has a gift in art programs, and it also has substantial resources of art nmoacn‘
tion and great leverage in the art sector. LAFA has been effectively transforming its achievements into actual profit maker in the enterprises.
The initiative, as a platform of exchanges, will drive art productions in Liaoning and even the nation as a whole. Meanwhile the efforts of LAFA

to host the event will solidify the brand’s influence.

The theme of the exhibition this year is “Innovation, Education, and Reform” and the participating colleges will discuss the relevant issues
regarding the theme and explore new patterns in the innovation and startup of business related to art colleges. The event will further the

exchanges between art academies of China on their way to cultivate art talents and to forge distinctive art academies.

JIYUNHUI
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CURATOR

Eight years ago, | made such statement in the forewords of the debut of The Start of a Long Journey: "The ongoing exhibition puts up a platform
that enables inler-college exchanges and between art academies and the art “at wild". The platform in-between provides vivid and precise
information to the art education sector and make revealed the experience and lessons accompanying art education. We are positive that when
education issues are discussed in the context of the communities, the data and status quo of education will he exposed to the society and the
process will be the basis for the understanding and reform of the mb——mcm system.

As a system, The Start of a Long Journey features presenting young art talents to the society, who have been promoted through levels of selec-
tion. These young artists are put on stage just as the veterans and on that higher level of art they can stretch out even further. Maybe you will
see some thing immature in their works, bul they represent the future and what is truly valuable about them is the potential of breakthroughs
unlike the "masters” who are quite formatted.

Over the eight years, The Start of a Lang Journey has became an exhibition series of great influence, and a system that promotes art postgrad-
uates and a platform to discuss and inspect art education. The works selected by the academies represent the distinctive ways of schooling in
each one of them. The works can be regarded as the top level of art production. On display will be 304 pieces [groups) of works (of course not
all great works are included due to restrictions in judgment and transportation.

We are at the turning point of human civilization when human intelligence are not strong enough to make promplt and precise judgments on all
matters, which makes philesophy, religion, law and even the boundary of mankind passive and unclear. Such a trend is also reflected by the
judgments of art. Human being has been questioning about the nature of art for hundreds, even thousands of years. The result? Never before
have we been so far from the correct answer. Where would art education heading since art judgment is so vague?

Art has always been regarded as a sector that involves the most of inspiration and creativity; however it seems so tiny today in a world of
creativeness, especially in the context of innovation that China has presented. The emerging new technology, new knowledge and new method-
ology have broken apart the old relation between human cognition and the fields they are indulged in. Knowledge levels, privileges havespeen
weakenad meanwhile greater possibilities in new thoughts raise their heads. Only outstanding artists can approach the transmission from
such possibilities ta creation of arts, and only they know how to change and how ta hold on to new ideas. They will not be stereotype in tradition
and existing schools of arts because they know thal if you want to infuse new blood to the art system;, the blood has to come from outside the
system.

Eight years ago, the Central College of Fine Arts worked together with Luxun Academy of Fine Arts, China Academy of Fine Arts, Sichuan
Academy of Fine Arts, the School of Fine Arts of Tsinghua University, Xian Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Hubei
Academy of Fine Arts and Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, all leading art colleges of China to sponsor the platform of exhibition titled The Start
ot a Long Journey - Exhibition of Excellent Graduation Works. As of these years, the event has taken place for eight times and will be held at
the Art Museum of the brand new Dalian Campus of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts. | am convinced that the blending of the exhibition with the
time-honored LAFA will infill new academic excellence to the series of exhibition.

The forthcoming The Start of a Long Journey - Exhibition of Excellent Graduation Warks 2017 has been utmaost supported by LAFA. Hereby my
thanks go to General Secretary Liu Xiaohua, President Li Xiangqun, Vice President Ji Yunhui, Vice President Chang Shuxiong and Hu Bingwen,

Dean of Studies. My thanks also go to all the individuals who have been involved in the exhibition.

XU BIN

| I047

rom Curator of The Start of a Lar
3
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