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Brief Introduction of Guiyang
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Guiyang, the capital of Guizhou province, is a major city in the southwest of China.
Guiyang , so named for the reason that it is in the south side of Gui mountain. Guiyang has
the shortened form™ zhu™ or *jinzhu™ ,because Guiyang was rich in bamboo and renowned
for a instrument made of bamboo which called “Zhu” in ancient time. Besides, surrounded
by forests, Guiyang is also named “forest city” (Lin Cheng) . Guiyang abounds in
plateau scenery of mountains, rivers, forests and historic human landscapes. Lots of ethnic
minorities live together and create the rich and colorful culture. According to the eight
mandatory standards formulated by seven institutions of the UN Asia-Pacific
Organization, Guiyang is crowned National Capital of Summer Resort, because “the
temperature in summer Guiyang made people feel comfortable especially in the hottest
month”. Guiyang 1s a key national eco-tourism city for leisure and vacation in China.
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?3% Life Is Right Here %

O Ran Zhengwan

The French poet Jean Nicolas Arthur Rimbaud once penned the line “La vraie vie est absente™ in one of his poems, which
means "Real life does not exist", and had it engraved on the wall of the Université de Paris. Inspired by his words, Milan
Kundera later on wrote a novel based on this “Life is elsewhere” ideology which deeply resonates in the hearts of many people.
I would argue that the age nowadays is not so poetic but people still long for their own landscape.

Every time I show guests from outside Guiyang around and cherish the opportunities to introduce them scenic spots like
Tianhe Pond, Qingyan Ancient Town. Jiaxiu Pagoda, Yangming Ancestral Temple, Qianling Mountain and Xiangzhi Gou which
turns out to be distinctive in their eyes. These spots are just like offering them “a life elsewhere” compared with other parts of
China where the environment has been seriously destroyed.

Nevertheless, local artists can still feel a struggle to be inspired in the rendering of their hometown scenery in the form of
Chinese paintings and calligraphy. Since their life is right here and they are so accustomed to the environment. But still,
admittedly, their creations remain so related to the mountains and rivers and their papers have been soaked in love with and
respect to this piece of land.

The publishing of Cool Guiyang- Collected Works of Chinese Calligraphy and Chinese Paintings of Guiyang Artists not
only exists as motivation for friends to visit Guiyang but also as a “seed” in paper form to be spread in terms of Guiyang local
customs and practices. In addition, some visitors to Guiyang may consider it is a place for mental travelling, a place elsewhere
for life because of this book. In this sense, this book serves a “great good”. The collected works presented are not just a list of
the mountains and rivers of Guizhou Province. Instead, there is a shared hope of those involved (sponsors and participants, etc.
) that people’s human quality should be integrated.

Calligraphers, painters and seal cutting artists in this book are all Guiyang locals. Among them, Shan Shui painting master
Mr. Liu Zhibai migrated from Jianghuai region (Yangze river and Huai river) to Guiyang during the Anti-Japanese War, The
great originality in Mr. Liu’s way of painting has left a thick stroke in Chinese art history, which renders itself an eye-catching
cultural landmark of Guiyang. Apart from Mr. Liu’s works, prominent works of several other Guiyang calligraphers, painters
and seal cutting artists are presented in this book. It 1s not a boisterous show of pride here, rather, it serves to grow cultural
confidence of the city of Guiyang little by little by offering its riches to the world.

We hope that the publishing of these collected works and the invisible ties they create could serve as a good karma and a
promising beginning.
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