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Introduction

The Manchu people originated in Northeast China and are now widely
distributed throughout all provinces and regions of China. According to the data of
the Sixth National Census in 2010, there are around 10. 39 million Manchu people
living in China.

The Manchu ethnic minority has a long history which can be traced back to
their ancestors of the Sushen people, as well as the subsequent Yilou. Wuji,
Mogher and Jurchen people in ancient times. Of the two dynasties established by
the Manchus in China’s history——the Jin Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty, the latter
had exerted much profounder influences on the emergence of a unified multi-ethnic
state of China.

The Manchus have their own language and scripts. The Manchu language
belongs to the Manchu branch of the Manchu-Tungus group of the Altaic language
family. Two scripts had been created and used by the ancestors of the Manchus
throughout the history—Jurchen script and Manchu script, of which the latter was
developed by Erdeni and Gagai upon the order of Nurhaci based on Uyghur-style
Mongol script in the 16th century. The script is also called *“the script without dots
and circles” or “the old Manchu script”. Such a script. given that it was still in its
infancy of development, came with certain shortcomings and drawbacks. resulting
in some inconvenience in its use. Therefore, Manchu script was further refined by
Dahai during the Hong Taiji period. Apart from the addition of some new
alphabets, the crucial part for such a refinement was to add dots and circles beside
the old Manchu script. in order to distinguish those syllabic alphabets that had
similar written forms. The refined Manchu script is also called “the script with

dots and circles” or “the new Manchu script”.
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In the Qing Dynasty, Manchu script served as one of the official scripts and
had spawned a huge body of classics during the course of its popularization.
Remaining classics in the old Manchu script are rare owing to its relatively short
period of use. Documents written in the new Manchu script. therefore. take up a
major part of existing classics.

Classics in Manchu script include archival records, books. stone tablet
inscriptions, etc. The term *Manchu archival records” collectively refers to a
variety of official documents written in Manchu script which naturally came into
being as the central government and local authorities at all levels of the Qing
Dynasty administered government affairs. Of all Manchu classics that have been
preserved up to now. the number of archival records is so enormous that the First
Historical Archives of China alone has collected more than 2 million pieces
(volumes) of them. Varieties of Manchu books are also numerous. According to
the incomplete statistics. there are more than 1,000 types of existing Manchu
books. respectively collected in over 40 domestic and international libraries and
research institutions. There are also a great variety and number of Manchu
rubbings. So far as is known, more than 700 types and 1,000 pieces of rubbings of
stone tablet inscriptions are collected in Beijing.

Carriers of Manchu classics are also highly diversified. ranging from paper.
stone, bronze. wood to silk. Manchu archival records are basically divided into
handwritten copies. manuscripts and autographs. In terms of platemaking
technologies. Manchu classics can be divided into categories of block-printed
copies, facsimile reprints. letterpress copies. cyanotype copies. ete. Block-printed
books can also be classified into official editions and bookshop editions by their
publishing entities.

Binding styles for Manchu classics involve the thread binding. the wrapped-
back binding. the butterfly binding. the Chinese pothi binding. the sutra binding.
the scroll binding, ete. The majority of these classics are bound in the thread
binding. while the wrapped-back binding and the butterfly binding are rarely seen.

Buddhist scriptures. however, are all bound in the Chinese pothi binding.



The classification of Manchu classics differs at home and abroad. which can be
summarized as follows: first, the discipline-based classification; second. the four-
part method. a method imitating the classification of traditional Chinese classics;
third. the comprehensive classification method based on both editions and
disciplines. Of all these classification methods, the discipline-based classification
method is most commonly used.

The discovery of Manchu archival records in the Forbidden City, especially
Old Archives of Manchu s since the early 20th century has aroused great interest
among domestic and foreign scholarly communities. laying the ground for the
compilation and publication of Manchu archival literature. As first-hand historical
data. Manchu archival records have been continuously sorted out and published.
which has tremendously advanced the research on the history of the Qing Dynasty.
Comparatively. elforts in the compilation and publication of Manchu classics are

scarce.

[l

Manchu classics selected in this collection have the following characteristics
and value:

First, the selected classics are of superior value in terms of their editions.
Institutions that collect Manchu classics are numerous; domestically, the National
Library of China has collected the largest number and the most well-preserved
copies of classics of this kind. The four manuscript copies included in the
collection—namely. Investigations of Mountains + Rivers and Place Names in the
Em pire. Tllustrated Astronomy. A Biography of Lord Bi Qinxiang .
Administration Records—are all the only existing copies that can be found among
Manchu classics in Beijing area. These classics are also preserved in fairly good
condition, thus are of significant literature value. With respect to their completion
time, there are manuscript copies made in the early and middle Qing Dynasty. as
well as those completed during the late Qing period. stretching over a long period
of time.

Second. the contents are abundant. Manchu classics included in the collection

cover a wide range of fields involving geography. astronomy. historical figures.
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history, ete. Administration Records has documented events about territory
expansion, renaming of prefectures and counties. establishment of official
positions, acceptance of surrenders, etc., from the October of the 1st year of
Emperor Shunzhi reign (1644) to the December of the 17th year; A Biography
of Lord Bi Qinxiang is a biographical work; Illustrated Astronomy, a book on
astronomy and mathematics, offers color illustrations arrayed along the tops of
pages with texts below, which provide explanations for the astronomical
phenomena depicted in the illustrations; Inwvestigations o f Mountains » Rivers and
Place Names in the Em pire documents in detail place names within the areas of
Shengjing, Jilin and Heilongjiang in Northeast China.

The author would like to extend many thanks to Prof. Zhang Tieshan and
Prof. Huang Jianming of Minzu University of China. as well as Quan Guihua, Liu
Sen and Zhu Zhimei, scholars from the National Library of China. because the
compilation of Manchu classics for this collection would not have been completed

without substantial support from them.
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