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Chapter 1 General Introduction to Lexicology

Chapter 1 General Introduction to Lexicology

1.1 Definition of Lexicology

Lexicology (ia]j[.2%), a term which first appeared in the 1820s, is a branch of linguistics.
The word “lexicology” is composed of two Greek morphemes (i) % )—"lexis”, which means
“word or phrase” , and “logos” , which denotes “learning or a department of knowledge”. There-
fore, literately it means “the science of the word”.

Lexicology deals with the vocabulary of a language and characteristics of words. The aim of
lexicology is to define the essence of words, including lexicography (i #L2#) , semantics (i X
2#), and etymology (iaA)JHi2%).

1.2 Categories of Lexicology

Lexicology can be classified into five categories, which are general lexicology, special lexi-
cology, descriptive lexicology, historical lexicology and comparative lexicology.

General lexicology studies the general properties of words, irrespective of the specific features
of any particular language. It is concerned with the universals of vocabulary development and pat-
terns.

Special lexicology is the lexicology of a particular language, like English, Chinese, French,
etc.

Descriptive lexicology deals with the vocabulary of a given language at a synchronic aspect.

Historical lexicology deals with the development of vocabulary and historic change of words.
So we can also call it diachronic lexicology.

Comparative lexicology is concerned with properties of two or more languages from the point
of view of their identity and differentiation.

1.3 Subdivisions of Lexicology

Lexicology has some subdivisions such as semasiology, which studies the meanings of
words ; word formation, which deals with ways of the formation of new words in English; etymol-
ogy, which studies the origins of words; phraseology, which deals with phraseological units; and

lexicography, which studies compiling dictionaries.
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1. What is lexicology?
2. What are the categories of lexicology?
3. What are the subdivisions of lexicology?
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Chapter 2 Development of English Vocabulary

In the study of vocabulary, it is essential to know about its origin and growth. Where does
English come from? Why is it known as English? How does its vocabulary grow into such a huge
size? This chapter will give answers to all these questions.

2.1 History of English

The history of the English language began when three Germanic tribes, the Angles, the Sax-
ons and the Jutes, invaded Britain during the 5th century AD. At that time, the inhabitants of
Britain spoke a Celtic language. But most of the Celtic speakers were pushed west and north by
the invaders—mainly into what is now Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The words “England” and

“English” are derived from “Englaland” (the land of Angles) and “Englisc” (the language spo-
ken by Angles).

2.2 Indo-European Family

It is assumed that there are about 3,000 languages in the world. Based on similarities in their
basic word stock, these languages can be grouped into approximately 300 language families. The
Indo-European family is one of them.

Indo-European languages are believed to be derived from a language, known as Proto-Indo-
European, which is no longer spoken. This language is thought to be the source of modern lan-
guages in the Indian sub-continent and Europe. When different groups of speakers of this language
moved away from its original homeland, the languages of each group grew and developed. These
groups were isolated from each other over very long periods. Later their languages became sepa-
rate languages. Speakers of each language could not understand each other.

The languages, which survived until today, show different degrees of similarities to one an-
other. The similarity is related to their geographical distribution. Accordingly, they can be divided
into eight groups, as illustrated in Figure 2. 1.

All these languages exert some effects on English to various degrees as each of them has lent
words into English vocabulary. Some of them have played a significant role in the development of
the English vocabulary.
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Figure 2.1 Indo-European family
2.3 A Historical Overview of the English Vocabulary

2.3.1 Old English

After the Romans, the Germanic tribes called Angles, Saxons, and Jutes invaded the land.
Later they named the land England. Their language—Anglo-Saxon dominated, which is the so-
called Old English nowadays. Changes took place with the introduction of Christianity that was
spread in Britain by Latin-speaking Roman missionaries under St. Augustine at the end of the 6th
century. This had a great influence on the English vocabulary as many new religious terms like
abbot, candle, altar, amen, apostle were brought in.

Other Old English words were formed by combining two native words, for instance, hand-
book (manual). Sometimes meanings of native words were changed to form new words, such as
Easter (a Christian celebration of the Resurrection of Christ on the Sunday following the first full
moon after the vernal equinox, which was originally the name of the spring festival honoring the
goddess of dawn).

In the 9th century, Norwegian and Danish Vikings invaded the land. Tﬁey finally succeeded
in placing a Danish king on the throne of England for a time. Thus, many Scandinavian words
were brought into the English language, which were everyday words like father, husband, house ,
life, man, mother, summer, and winter. Until now, there are roughly 900 English words of
Scandinavian origin, which have survived in Modern English.

Old English has a vocabulary of approximately 50,000 to 60,000 words. It was a language
much like German, as its nouns, pronouns, adjective, verbs, and adverbs have complex endings.
The characteristics of Old English can be summarized as: (1) small number; (2) fewer borrow-
ings from Scandinavian; and (3) with suffixes.

2.3.2 Middle English
In 1066, Normans invaded England from France. Old English started to undergo a great
oK
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change. Norman Conquest brought a large number of French words into English. Gradually, Nor-
man French became the noble language used by people in high status, whereas the status of the
native language, English, was lowered, as they were mostly spoken by common people and Latin
was mostly spoken by Church people. Thus French, Latin and English existed simultaneously for
over a century.

With communications revolution at the end of 13th century, printing brought into English the
wealth of new thinking and English again became the dominating language in the society especially
in schools, law courts and government.

During this period, about 9,000 words of French origin were brought into English, and 75%
of them are still in use today, for example, government, religion, law, food, fashion, etc. Be-
sides, due to the cross-cultural trade between Britain and Holland, about 2,500 words of Dutch
origin poured into English, such as deck, freight, etc.

Characteristics of Middle English can be summarized as: (1) a much larger vocabulary;

(2) more borrowed words from French and Latin.

2.3.3 Modern English

Modern English began with printing coming into England. Translations of Latin and Greek
classics were poured onto the printed page from 1500s to 1700s. During this period, thousands of
Latin words like capsule and habitual, and Greek words like catastrophe and thermometer entered
English language.

In the mid-19th century, with the beginning of the Bourgeois Revolution and Industrial Revo-
lution, England gradually became a great economic power. Colonization enabled English to absorb
words from languages of other parts of the world.

With the development of science and technology after WWII, thousands of new words were
created to express new ideas, inventions, and scientific achievements such as video, television and
cyberspace.

Today, foreign words go into English much faster than ever before. New things and changes
in society have brought in more new words. Being frequently used, these words have become part
of the English language. For instance, in the field of science and technology, new words like
green revolution, moon walk, earth rise, smart bomb , etc. are invented and some culture-related
words like sushi from Japanese, bok choy and guanxi from Chinese, falafel from Middle East are

not uncommon words in today’s English language.
2.4 Native Words and Loan Words

Words of Anglo-Saxon origin or of Old English are native words, while those borrowed from
other languages are loan words or borrowed words.

Most native words in Modern English are monosyllabic. They are the core of English lan-
guage and the foundation of vocabulary. Usually short and direct, these are words that English
speaking people still use today for the things that really matter to them, like sun, moon, night,

« B
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morning , big, small, etc.

The main features of native words are;

(1) National character; They are commonly used by native English speakers.

(2) Stability: As Old English words are commonly used in daily life, they tend to remain
stable. But there are some exceptions, for instance, some Old English words like bow have left
the Old English family, while new words like radio have become part of the basic words.

(3) Word-formation: By adding suffixes and other words to Old English words, new words
can be formed, such as footy, football, footgear from the word foot.

(4) Collocations: Old English words can also be found in some collocations or idioms, for
example, the word foot can be found in phrases like tap one’ s feet, get to one’ s feet, foot traffic,
etc.

Loan words have become an important part in English vocabulary. They have conformed to
native English in sound and in spelling; however, there are some borrowed words without any
changes in sound and spelling, like a la mode (in the style) , au jus (with juice) , calque (a cop-
ied thing). They are still considered as foreign words.

ﬁ

1. Identify the origins of the following words.
ketchup, pekoe, ballot, muscle, night, shanghai, catalogue, anime, karaoke, essence,
gourmet, justice, massage, tycoon, hibachi, sushi, banana, slogan

2. List some words which are borrowed from Chinese to English.

3. Describe the history of English.
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Chapter 3 Word Formation

In linguistics specifically lexicology, word formation refers to the ways in which new words
are made on the basis of other words or morphemes. The word formation processes of compoun-
ding, derivation, conversion and blending are important concepts when creating words.

3.1 Compounding ( &8 i%)

Compounding is one of word formation processes in which two or more root morphemes com-
bine into a single new word. Compounds are written in various ways in English: with a space be-
tween the elements; with a hyphen between the elements; or simply with the two roots running to-
gether with no separation. The way the word is written does not affect its status as a compound.
3.1.1 Compound Nouns

(1) noun-noun

e. g. steamboat J5fJf, classmate [{]%%, cheeseburger T i 7 £%

(2) noun-verb

e. g. sunrise H 4 , haircut ¥ %
(3) noun-gerund
e. g. handwriting 7%
(4) adjective-noun
e. g. greenhouse Ji# % , software {4, blackboard P
(5) verb-noun
e. g. typewriter ¥T#4J|, breakfast FL4&
(6) participle-noun
e. g. swimming pool Ji#ikjth , washing machine $EAHL
(7) adverb-noun
e. g. outpatient | Ji24% A ,downtown 77 H.(»
(8) pronoun-noun
e. g. she-wolf £}JR
(9) noun-in-noun
e. g. father-in-law 542 (/A7) ,editor-in-chief 4
3.1.2 Compound Adjectives

(1) noun-participle
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e. g. time-consuming JR %% (6] ) , face-saving {#-2AH [1

(2) noun-past participle

e. g. fresh-baked FrHE /Y, ice-covered yKIfiH)
(3) noun-adjective

e. g. snow-white & [ [ ,day-long % K[
(4) adjective-noun-ed

e. g. bad-tempered S ANUFAY , kind-hearted (> 7
(5) adjective/adverb-participle

e. g. bad-smelling ¥ [ Y , well-meaning 3 £ (1)
(6) adjective-adjective

e. g. dark blue % (5 f, bittersweet ¥ 7 X EH Y
(7) adverb-past participle

e. g. well-done T1541-f , well-dressed ZE15Uf11Y)
(8) adverb/adjective-noun

e.g. right-hand 75 F, part-time FEHH [
(9) numeral-noun

e. g. 10-minute 10 4341 ,3-week =/~ HAM
(10) numeral-noun-adjective

e.g. 180-foot-high 180 % R &1 ,35-year-old 35 % i
(11) numeral-noun-ed
e. g. four-footed/legged PUfHIfY,one-eyed Jt AR J¥ iy
3.1.3 Compound Verbs
(1) adverb-verb
e. g. override #fi## , underestimate {[§ff
(2) adjective-verb

e. g. broadcast 4%, greenwash 4% IR T
(3) noun-verb

e. g. babysit l8F 2L ), , brainwash P
3.1.4 Compound Adverbs
(1) preposition-noun
e. g. underneath ff---- ) T 1, overhead f£3k [
(2) adjective-noun
e. g. hotfoot %41k , meanwhile [&]H}
(3) adjective-adverb
e. g. anywhere {F{a[#h /7 ,downwards [a] F
3.1.5 Compound Prepositions

e.g. into e+ H | throughout 51 %
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3.1.6 Compound Pronouns

e. g. myself & B ., ourselves {1 H C , anything {£{[ 55 , nobody %A A, someone A ,
somebody A A

3.2 Derivation (iR45%)

Derivation is the creation of words by modification of a root without the addition of other
roots. The most common type of derivation is the addition of one or more affixes to a root, as in
the word derivation itself. This process is called affixation, a term which covers both prefixation
and suffixation. Prefixes and suffixes are sets of letters added to the beginning or end of a word,
and they are not words in their own right.

3.2.1 Prefix

Prefixes are added to the beginning of an existing word in order to create a new word with a
different meaning.

3.2.1.1 Prefixes Meaning Negation

(1) un- FR R S, /R AR
e. g. unforeseen JC3k FUEHAY , unskilled ¥4 £ HEAY
(2) dis- H LR id] , ®aR“ AR
e. g. disadvantage Al , dishonest A~ i 3 Y
(3) in-/im- ¥R SCIA), R “AR” im FIFLA b,m,p 2 FF 3k AYiA]
e. g. inaccessible ANA] JZ Y, imbalance AS -1}
(4) ir- #RUR SR, "R “ AR, T LA ¢ 3k A9 B3]
e. g. irregular ANFLIFY , irrelevant JG &
(5) il- ¥R SCiR], R “ A" BT LA 1 I3k #4 ]
e. g. illegal NEHEHY,illogical NS 25
(6) mis- FRL SLiA] , T/om“ FEIR”
e. g. misbelief §51% i) {5 &, misbehave 175 A i
(7) non- ¥R iR, TR “AR”
e. g. nonmember JE A 71 , nonsmoker AT 4 &
3.2.1.2 Other Prefixes

(1) re- F/R"“F; N E” (re-ZHEE, HRAE I )
e. g. redo Ffif,reuse FHH FH
(2) a- XMW", ZHMFIEL AN,
e. g. alone BAJffY  alike AHIRAY
(3) anti- F/R"“ X} HKHL”
e. g. antiwar J fi, f) , antiaircraft [j 25 (1)
(4) auto- £/R“H3Bh”
e. g. autoalarm H FfRE £ , automobile K4



English Lexicology

(5) tele- FrR“mLFEHY”
e. g. telephone Hijf,telegraph Hiffz
(6) en- FRKR“{” , ¥4 i 3hin
e. g. enlarge §" K ,encourage HfJi
(7) inter- /R “LE------Z [0 ; }HE”
e. g. interpersonal A PR ,international [E[RA)
(8) sub- KR FHEIA; UK/
e. g. subway Hi4k, subzero ZE T [
3.2.2 Suffix

Suffixes are added to the end of an existing word. The main purpose of a suffix is to show
what class of word it is (e. g. noun or adjective). The addition of a suffix often changes a word
from one word class to another.
3.2.2.1 Adjective Suffixes

(1) -al

e. g. national R, E %M, functional ZJFER

(2) -able FXR“HEEHH"

e. g. reliable A LIKEERY
(3) -an/ian FR" EFH), HRAL
e. g. American EFE( AN)
(4) -emn R I I
e. g. eastern % J7 1Y, southern Fg J5 [
(5) -ful F" Foili----- 19
e. g. beautiful E[H Y, thankful B4 Y
(6) -less KR IE
e. g. homeless JGZ A] IH Y] , brainless JCHii 1

(7) -ic/ical FE/R“ -t 1"

e. g. economic/economical 235 I )/ S8 H)

(8) -ese FErR“reres AWy

e.g. Chinese 1 [E( A)AY

(9) -ly RIR"-eeee "

e.g. friendly A U1, lovely A] 2 (1)

(10) -y RR“RR" %

e.g. rainy FFHAY,windy & XA

(11) -ous FzR“eeeee Yy

e. g. anxious £ JE(1], curious 47y [

(12) -ish FFR“eeesse "

e. g. stylish i5FE2f) , foolish & ZE 1

(13) -en ZHITRARMEH AT G

- 10 -
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e. g. golden 4 Ay, wooden Al A, earthen [l ()
(14) -ive FETR®---+- o
e. g. attractive Wz 5| A1, expensive 5% 5 [
3.2.2.2 Verb Suffixes

(1) -fy
e. g. intensify #4958 , simplify f&{L
(2) -en
e. g. deepen JIN{% , weaken 7555 , harden 7ZF i
(3) -ize
e. g. modernize fgi------ AL AL, realize fii------ A
3.2.2.3 Adverb Suffixes
(1) -ly " Nak "
e. g. carefully i\ ELHh, finally ftJ5
(2) -ward F7-"“Jy[a)”
e. g. backward [n] J5 , coastward & 1 5
3.2.2.4 Noun Suffixes
(1) -ment 7R “ P RE”
e. g. government F{Jff ,management & Hf
(2) -ness 7R “ PR IRAE”
e. g. happiness 354# , gratefulness B
(3) -tion F7R"“ ;"
e. g. action 173),edition igAs
(4) -er/ar Fm“ N”
e. g. writer YEZE, liar PLHEHI A
(5) ee XR“ZHE"
e. g. employee Ji i1 ,interviewee # F1/j#&
(6) -ist XR“N”
e. g. economist Z2{F2¢ %, scientist Fl2E 5
(7) -ess 7 “MitE”
e. g. actress ZZ{ii i1 ,hostess 7+ A
(8) -ful F/R“&”
e. g. cupful —#f, lapful —ji 8
(9) -th RR“PERT RE”
e. g. growth p{{ ,truth EAH
(10) -ism F/R"“h; F L7
e. g. socialism f1:4> 3= ¥, perfectionism 5¢ 3 3 ¥
3.2.2.5 Numeral Suffixes

(1) -teen fg" +JL”
s 41 -



